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Welcome
Nestor was famous in The Iliad because he was old enough to have seen three generations of
heroic deeds – and was not averse to talking about them at some length.
I am not suggesting that Peter Bridle or Jenny Herbert are of the same longevity – or the same
inclination to the telling of tales of the old days – but they have, between them, seen over 60
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generations of boys pass through this school. They are both retiring at the end of this academic
year and this Gazette offers Peter a chance to tell of some of the heroic deeds of his time and
Jenny will get her opportunity in next year’s.

Archives

In my brief span of eight years, I have only seen a small part of their magna opera, but I don’t
doubt that any boy (or girl) who has been involved in a Christmas Concert or a Summer Concert

Archive matters
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or the recent chamber orchestra trip to Italy or Les Misérables or West Side Story would ever
forget the experience, with the exhilaration and the terror, or at least the pleasure and the nerves.
Certainly, every parent remembers such moments as amongst the most precious of their children’s
education. So, that’s why this edition has an interview of Peter Bridle in amongst other lofty topics.
In the end, the greatness of teachers like Peter and Jenny is one of the most important of all
things to this school and, as with Nestor, we will be lucky to look upon their like again.

■ John Claughton (1975)
Chief Master and President of the OEA

Tony Hall (1965) writes about his first
year as Director-General of the BBC
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A brief word from:

The Chairman
I am now well into
my third year as
Chairman of the
Association, how
time flies!
This edition
contains an article
written by Lord Hall
about his first year as Director-General of
the BBC, I am delighted he has managed
to find time in his schedule to write this
article for the Gazette.
The lease with the Old Edwardians
Sports Club has now been signed and its
30 year term gives the stability they need
to enable their committee to seek funding
for improvements to the facilities. I would
urge you to visit the Memorial Ground in
Streetsbrook Road to support the cricket
and rugby teams, you can get a pretty
good pint there as well.
It would be remiss of me not to mention
the passing of Brian Creed, a stalwart
member of the OEA committee for many
years and organiser of the monthly OE
lunches, he will be sadly missed.
I would like to extend a welcome to
Helen Hotchkiss who joins the team
as Development Manager reporting to
Simon Lerwill. Now the Development
Office has taken over administration
of the OEA it’s time to look at our
Constitution and I am hoping to bring a
revised Constitution, for approval by the
membership, to the AGM.
The school is now able to boast some
of the finest facilities for the performing
arts and the study of modern languages
thanks to the generosity of two OEs in
particular. If you haven’t seen these new
buildings I would urge you to visit the
school to see just how fabulous they
are and why it’s so important to support
the Assisted Places scheme to give
opportunities for more talented boys to
enjoy the school.

■ John Wheatley (1969)
Chairman of the OEA

Letters to
the Editor
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My masters
are you mad?
Dear Editor,

A forgotten
revue?

Tony Trott is, characteristically, too modest
to mention that in his early days he starred
in Gogol’s The Government Inspector, when
the masters mounted a production (see
photo, Tony Trott is centre stage). The school
magazine review began by quoting Malvolio:
“My masters, are you mad, or what are you?”

Dear Editor,
It was interesting to read Bill Oddie’s article
as I had a small overlap at KES with him. He
mentions involvement with two revues but
perhaps has forgotten his work on the Heath
Cock House celebration in late 1959. I joined
as a Sherring in Bill Buttle’s Shell B in 1959
and was a member of Heath House, who had
won the Cock House Championship in the
previous year, but never did again in my time
to 1966.
So we had a party in the dining hall and Bill
organised a small amount of revue skits.

Tears of
bitterness
and gratitude

Conrad Cork (1958)
I think I was in two, why as a lowly Sherring
I have no idea, but can only remember one.
Stuart Henderson, also Shell B, and I did
a skit about trying to find out if the last of
various buses had gone or not, culminating in
the announcement that it was therefore safe
to cross the road, probably to the notorious
Gun Barrels, which I never actually visited for
about a further six years.

Dear Editor,
Richard Reeve (1966)

be accepted by Birmingham’s school of
Spanish, so I approached the celebrated
Tony Trott and with his help I passed English
A-level in just six months. Seeing his picture
in the current edition of the Gazette brought
tears of gratitude to my eyes, not just for
his contribution to my life but as a result of
hearing of all the good things that are still
happening at my old school.

Dear Editor,
I wonder how many Old Eds have made the
Chief Master cry. In July 1957 I went into
his office to thank him for my education at
KES. (It was customary, nay obligatory, for all
leavers to do this.) His parting words to me
were: “Harwood, for you I shed a bitter tear” –
he was good at quotations. But why the tear?
Because I had chosen to go to Birmingham
University instead of Oxbridge. Six months
earlier he had quoted the famous Dr Willis
Grant to me, “Harwood you do not have a
snowball’s chance in hell of passing your
Music A-level”.
This memory has produced another tear,
from myself. I needed that third A-level to

An unexpected return

I am no Oddie or Tolkien or etc, etc, etc. I
am one of the thousands of lesser known
former pupils but I do have a quotation that
has stayed with me for 68 years. It was on
the wall of the French master’s room where
I studied O-level. It was by Moliere, who
wouldn’t tow the dramatic line of his day but
chose his own route: “Je voudrais bien savoir
si la grande règle de toutes les règles n’est
pas de plaire”*. I have tried to live up to this in
my attitude to life and owe an enormous debt
to my time at KES!
John Harwood (1957)
* I want to know if the greatest rule of all rules is not
to please.

Having just received the current magazine,
the images of the Queen’s visit brought back
very clear memories of the day. Not just the
running from station to station in a manner
reminiscent of The Happiest Days of Your Life
(if you remember that film). HM must have
thought that the school had a roll in excess
of 1,000.
Then there was the appearance of Willis
Grant outside the chapel in his glorious gown
and shining pate to the cry from the boys
of “It’s Fred Fu Man Chu!” which sent him
scuttling straight back in.
But the memory that gives me the greatest
pleasure was of (I believe) the Lord Lieutenant
on the platform. My recollection is that he
was in a splendid outfit, tight trousers with
a broad red stripe, red jacket with medals,
and in addition to his spurs, a rather splendid
sword on leather straps at his side. Altogether
a magnificent figure. Unfortunately he was,
due to his status, allocated one of the special
chairs with arms. When he rose up smartly
as the National Anthem began, the hilt of his
sword caught in the open arm of the chair
and dragged him smartly back in a confused
mass of red and black arms and legs. He

recovered in a most professional manner
and, of course, HM did not appear to
notice anything.
Now, I do hope that I DO remember this and
that I have not imagined (or hoped) that it
might have happened. Maybe if anyone else
can recall this I would be reassured and so
not feel quite so bad about it.
David Gerrard (1961)

If you would like to share your memories
of King Edward’s, respond to anything you
read in this Gazette or have an idea for
a story for the next Gazette, contact the
editor at: editor@kes.org.uk or by post to:
The Editor, Development & OEA Office,
King Edward’s School, Edgbaston Park
Road, Birmingham B15 2UA
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Forthcoming
OE events
Get together with friends and classmates, visit school
and rekindle childhood memories or simply join us for a
drink. To find out more about any of our events
visit: www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/events, email:
oldeds@kes.org.uk or tel: 0121 415 6050.
Event invitations are usually sent by email – update your
details at: www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/mykes to make
sure you don’t miss out.

1 Careers Day, January 2013
Old Edwardians from professions ranging from journalism to
veterinary science talked to fifth form boys about their careers.

5

Medics Drinks,
Wednesday 7 May 2014

2 Oxford Lecture, March 2013
50 Old Edwardians and current pupils visited Merton College,
Oxford for a lecture by Dr Matthew Grimley (1989) on Kenneth
Tynan v Enoch Powell: Two Old Edwardians and the late-1960s
Culture War.

7 London Drinks at the V&A, June 2013
Almost 250 Old Edwardians and current parents enjoyed a
private viewing of the David Bowie is exhibition followed by a
drinks reception in the Ruddock Gallery.

3 Diamond and Golden Anniversary Reunion, March 2013
The classes of 1953 and 1963 enjoyed an informal reunion
which included a school dinner, a talk from the archivist and tea
in the Chief Master’s study.

8 A summer evening of jazz, June 2013
Joe Thompson (1983), musical director and resident pianist
at the Ivy Club, and the Senior Swing Band entertained a full
house with a special jazz concert.

4 Medics drinks reception, May 2013
As part of the OE Careers Network, 14 Old Edwardian medics
shared their knowledge and experience with boys in the
Divisions interested in medicine.
5 Tolkien Lecture Series, June and November 2013
Two lectures continued this academic series. In June, Andrew
Graham-Dixon delivered a talk on Caravaggio and in
November, Simon Singh talked about The Simpsons and their
mathematical secrets.
6 Year Group Reunion, June 2013
Almost 80 Old Edwardians from the classes of 1973, 1983,
1993 and 2003 returned to school for a drinks reception and
dinner in the dining hall.
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9 Sports Dinner, September 2013
To mark the official opening of the new hockey astro pitch the
1st XI played a match against the Old Edwardians team, which
was followed by a drinks reception and dinner for sportsmen of
different generations to reunite with their teammates.
10 London Dinner, November 2013
Mark Wagh (1995) spoke about his cricket career at this annual
event for Old Edwardians living in and around London.
11 Birmingham Festive Drinks, December 2013
Over 120 Old Edwardians braved gale force winds and rain to
enjoy a drink and catch up at this annual event.
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Old Edwardian medics are invited to share their knowledge
and experience with boys in the Divisions at this informal
networking event.

Year Group Reunion: 1974, 1984,
1994 and 2004, Saturday 14 June 2014
Visit the school and catch up with old friends over dinner
and drinks.

Old Edwardians AGM,
Monday 16 June 2014
All Old Edwardians are welcome for a buffet lunch followed
by the AGM.

Biennial Dinner,
Saturday 11 October 2014
Three Old Edwardian representatives from the armed forces
will speak at this popular black-tie event to commemorate
the outbreak of the First World War.
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Round-up from the School Captain
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1: Tom Claughton,
School Captain.
2: West Side Story.
3:The rugby tour.
4: The 2012
Christmas Concert.

4

5: GCSE results
day 2013.

3

Opening of the Andrew Brode Wing
A £5m modern languages and science centre,
named the Andrew Brode Wing, opened at
the start of this academic year.
The new development, which also
incorporates a new sixth form centre, has
been substantially funded by a donation
from Andrew Brode (1959) who is the
Executive Chairman of RWS Holdings and
a keen linguist.
John Claughton, Chief Master, said: “The
gift given by Andrew Brode is of great scale
and significance and has enabled us to
create outstanding new facilities for science
and modern languages, including new
laboratories, new classrooms and a new
language laboratory. And there is a wonderful
new space for Sixth Form pupils, too.

“Languages are more important at King
Edward’s now than ever. Every boy takes at
least one modern language to IGCSE and,
since the introduction of the International
Baccalaureate, every boy continues to study
a language for two years in the Sixth Form.
The school also has an outstanding scientific
history with two Nobel Prize winners and the
great tradition continues: last year we saw the
highest number of pupils ever to go to read
Medicine at Oxford or Cambridge.”
The modern languages and science centre
was officially opened on Wednesday,
16 October 2013 by Professor Martin Swales
(1958), Emeritus Professor of German at
University College London.

4

1. A new science laboratory.
2. The new sixth form centre.
3. The Andrew Brode Wing.
4. Andrew Brode, Professor Martin Swales
and John Claughton at the official opening.

It has been another exceptional year for
King Edward’s in lots of different ways.
One of the first events of 2013 was West
Side Story which marked Jenny Herbert’s
final senior production as director. It was a
triumph. Nick Porter as Tony and James Kuo
as Riff were particularly well acted in what
was a great start to the New Year. Earlier
on in the year, Alice, the junior play, was a
modern adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in
Wonderland and had moments of real wit
and sadness.
Sport has been equally successful this year
with two major tours. At Easter, an U17
cricket side visited Barbados and St Lucia.
Amongst swimming with turtles and visiting
the beach, we were lucky enough to play on
the Beauséjour Test Ground which was an
incredible experience for all 17 boys in the
squad, even those who got run out without
facing a ball. In the summer, the rugby team
flew off to China and Malaysia. A highlight for
them was playing against the Chinese U18
National side, a match which was played on

local television and which King Edward’s won.
It was Mr James’ final tour as coach of the
1st XV and a fitting end.
The 1st XI hockey team also had a very
successful year, winning the inaugural
Warwickshire League against schools such
as Solihull, Warwick and Princethorpe. The
cricket team had a good start to the season,
beating Bishop Vesey, Bablake and RGS
Worcester, but began to lose more games
after that. It was a great experience to play
against two Australian touring sides and a lot
was taken from the season. The rugby 1st XV
had a good season, winning 11 games out of
21, and managed to reach the fifth round of
the Daily Mail Cup. The U15 A team were also
Greater Birmingham Champions.
Music has had an excellent year. James Kuo
played a Glazunov violin concerto beautifully
to start the year and both the Christmas
Concert and Carol Service were hugely
successful. Lunchtime recitals have continued
to amaze, Arpan Sharma, Adam Phillips and

Roberto Ruisi giving particularly exceptional
performances. The Summer Concert saw
over 100 boys sing in the choir and was
performed in Symphony Hall.
On the academic side, this year’s GCSE
results were record breaking with 69.7%
A* grades and 89.9% A*/A grades which
meant that the mean result for each boy
was eight A*s, one A and one B. The second
cohort of IB students also had a successful
year with five students scoring the maximum
45 points, a score which only 111 people
scored worldwide. The average number of
points was 37.2.
Overall, it has been another excellent year
for King Edward’s in lots of different areas,
a few of which have been mentioned here.
Above all, it continues to be an exciting and
interesting place to come.
Tom Claughton
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Lord’s timely
return to the BBC
In November 2012, Tony Hall (1965) – Lord Hall of Birkenhead – was appointed
Director-General of the BBC. Over one year on, Tony talks about returning to
the BBC, the challenges facing the organisation, and what lies ahead.
When I spoke at the OE Biennial Dinner in
October 2012, I reflected on my time at the
Royal Opera House and the excitement
of managing creative organisations. After
that speech, I was given the opportunity to
return to one of the most important creative
organisations in the world. Having worked
for the BBC for 28 years before I left for the
Opera House, it felt like I was coming home.
The BBC I returned to is, in many ways, very
similar to the one I had left over a decade
earlier. Staff still pride themselves on the
quality of their work and their relationship with
the public. In turn, the audience still expect
the best programmes and value for money.
And around the world there is still a belief that
the BBC represents the very best of British
values and creativity.
However, there are challenges. No one
would say that the events of 2012 were not
incredibly difficult or that the BBC hasn’t
made mistakes but I believe we can now
move forward with confidence. Over the past
decade the way we deliver our programmes
has changed enormously. When I helped
launch our News website in 1997, the success
of the iPlayer was still 10 years hence and
nobody could have foreseen the incredible
rise in viewing on tablets and mobile devices.
People now expect the news or latest
programme in their hand immediately. For the
pupils at King Edward’s School today, this
isn’t change; it’s normality.
To give you an idea of the pace of change,
40% of requests to the iPlayer now come
from mobile devices. A few years ago the
figure was just 6%. On football transfer

deadline day last August, more than nine
million devices accessed BBC Sport Online,
whilst this Christmas we had one and a half
million requests for a special mini episode of
Sherlock over the course of a week.
This all represents a tremendous opportunity
for the BBC, but I’m aware we have to
keep improving if we don’t want to get left
behind. So I’ll give you an idea of what we’ve
got planned next. iPlayer is already the
best online TV service in the world – we’re
going to make it better. Not just a catch up
service – but an online TV service in its own
right. This means making our programmes
available for free not just for seven days – but
for thirty. People will also have the chance
to see programmes before they’ve even
been broadcast through ‘first on iPlayer’.
We’ll also be launching a new commercial
online service called BBC Store. This will give
viewers the opportunity to buy a whole range
of programmes to watch and keep forever,
rather than having to buy on DVD.
Over the next year you’ll also see a
broadening and deepening of our arts
coverage – an area I feel passionately
about. The BBC has a special role to play in
promoting the arts in this country and can act
as a catalyst to collaboration, partnerships
and new projects in a way nobody else can.
We’ve announced that Birmingham will
become the new home for The Space, a
pioneering digital partnership with the Arts
Council. I’m proud to say that teams from
Birmingham will also make a substantial
contribution to a special Shakespeare season
in 2016 to coincide with the 400th anniversary
of his death.

The Shakespeare season will use the BBC’s
archive collection of plays and poems,
programmes about his writing, as well as
scripts, stills and production notes to tell
his stories to a new generation of school
children. By working with schools across
the country we hope to be able to foster the
same interest in Shakespeare that some of us
shared at school!
The BBC can only do all of this because
of the ways it’s funded. I believe receiving
the licence fee is a tremendous privilege
for the BBC. It’s our job to live up to that
privilege and deliver the best programmes for
everyone across the country. It’s an exciting
challenge and I feel energised by it every
day. I hope we’ll be able to protect the BBC’s
legacy and position in national life so that in
years to come, future generations of OEs will
consider a career at the BBC with as much
enthusiasm as I did back in 1973. O

“It’s an exciting
challenge and
I feel energised
by it every day.”
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Speech Day:
Preparing for global competition
In June 2013, Richard Wolffe (1987), talked to boys, parents and staff about travelling with
Barack Obama, crossing lines and being prepared to learn from failure. The following is an
abridged version of the speech Richard delivered.
I was never a frequent guest at Speech
Day. In fact, I barely remember sitting in
Big School for a single one of those formal
celebrations of success. Aside from the final
prizes awarded to what felt like most of the
sixth form, I can’t actually recall another
Speech Day. I suspect that has less to do
with my poor memory and more to do with
my lack of academic distinction.
So I was honoured when the Chief Master
asked me to talk to the high achievers and
their parents last summer. Honoured, and
especially curious: I had not returned to KES
since I was 19, and was fascinated by the
prospect of comparing the real school with
the one in my mind’s eye.

I was not disappointed. The school is just
as magnificent as it appeared on the
day of the entrance exam. The steps up
to Big School are just as worn down as
you might expect from another 25 years
of heavy teenage feet. The students are
just as intimidatingly smart, and they are
impressively far more diverse.
This is not the text of my speech; it was
improvised on the day. This is instead a
paraphrased account, drawn from my
notes, allowing me to sound far more
eloquent and succinct on this page than
I did in person.
It was preposterous that I was addressing
them on Speech Day at all. And doubly
preposterous that I would be recounting
stories about presidents and world
leaders. After all, I was born and raised in
Moseley, just 10 minutes drive from King
Edward’s. Attending KES had significantly
expanded my horizons to the big wide
world of Edgbaston.

“We were chatting after a magazine
interview on his campaign plane, and
he was trying to convince me to write
a book about the presidential election.
I told him the idea was stupid; that
nobody would be interested in such
a book. (I was embarrassingly wrong.)”

The Chief Master asked me to talk about how
to prepare for global competition. However
I found, after two decades working as a
journalist in London and Washington, that
Birmingham and King Edward’s had more
than prepared me for the world outside.
That realization particularly struck me as
I was travelling with then-senator Barack
Obama in early 2008. We were chatting
after a magazine interview, on his campaign
plane, and he was trying to convince me to
write a book about his presidential election.
I told him the idea was stupid; that nobody
would be interested in such a book. (I was
embarrassingly wrong.) Still, he persisted by
saying that we had something in common:
an ability to cross lines, as he put it. At the
time, I thought he was engaged in blatant
schmoozing, but the phrase stuck with me.
He had navigated an impossible journey
from Honolulu to Jakarta to Chicago,
crossing racial and cultural lines to become
the first African-American president of the
United States. Those skills were critical for
a politician, as much as a journalist, or
anyone who wanted to succeed in a world
of such great changes in demography
and technology.
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If you wanted to learn how to cross lines, you
could do that in Birmingham. All you had to
do was get out of your SUV and walk through
the parts of the city you might avoid on your
way home to Solihull or Sutton Coldfield.
All you had to do was join the Personal
Service Group, one of the most valuable
and life-changing experiences I had at KES.
I learned far more from the primary school
kids in Balsall Heath, where I spent my Friday
afternoons, than they ever learned from me.
You can only cross lines if you are prepared to
fail, and prepared to learn from failure. I failed
often at KES, whether it was on the sports
field or in the classroom. I was inspired by a
brilliant English department, led by Tony Trott
and Tom Hosty, but I struggled to reach the
grades I needed. I failed to pass the Oxford
entrance exam. When I finally arrived, I was
far more motivated and engaged than the
straight-A students who had nothing left
to prove.
My other motivation – and there’s no nice
way to put this – was being part of a minority
at KES. At the time, there was a casual
and careless racism, anti-Semitism and
homophobia at school. It wasn’t easy being
a darker-skinned Jewish boy in those days.
Being called a Jew was considered an insult.
Being called a Pakistani was accompanied by
an Anglo-Saxon epithet. Being called a halfcaste was just ridiculous.
Looking out across Big School, I was
heartened by the diversity and changes at
King Edward’s. But I imagined the racist
attitudes and insults were still all too common
and painful. To those who endured them to
this day: I told them they were not alone, and
that the strength and skills they developed to
overcome that pain would help them succeed
when they left school. To those who were

lucky enough to be on the other side:
I assured them that they too would be part of
a scorned minority just as soon as they left
Birmingham. Because no matter where you
go, nor how well educated you are, you will
always be the butt of bad jokes as
a Brummie.
Churchill is supposed to have said that the
definition of success is to go from failure to
failure without loss of enthusiasm. I believe
that we should hold on to failure just as surely
as we hold on to a prize at Speech Day.
Birmingham is a city of self-made successes:
of strivers who risked failure to explore new
ideas and industries. It is the perfect place to
develop the courage to cross lines, to learn
from failure, and to get out of your comfort
zone. That’s the only way to begin to explore
the rest of the world. O

Codename:
Renegade
Renegade is an election epic as well as
an insightful biography of the President
of the United States. During the
presidential campaign, Barack Obama
told Wolffe that, ‘You’ll get more access
than anyone else’, resulting in a riveting
first-hand account of the 21-month
journey from candidate to president.
Wolffe covers the campaign in untold
detail as well as revealing how Obama
learned his personal and political skills
in his youth and early career, which
led him from his university lecturer’s
office in Iowa, to his nomination as the
Democratic candidate, and finally to the
Oval Office in Washington.
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Reminiscences of a
retiring Music Master:

It took Gordon and I a good 10 years to get
the music department really established.
Martin Rogers, the Chief Master, then
introduced music scholarships which started
to attract some talented musicians and the
whole department became a part of school
life. The orchestras, bands and choirs got
better and better. We’ve got some absolutely
fantastic players in them, and they’re very
keen and work jolly hard. So our music has
gone from nothing to everyone thinking of
King Edward’s School as having a good
music department and long may it continue.

Peter
Bridle

3: Gordon Sill and
Peter Bridle in 1976.
4: Peter Bridle and his
Classic FM Lifetime
Achievement Award.

2

The kids have been so wonderful that there’s
too many to mention but the solo concertos
feature strongly. Some of the highlights for
the Symphony Orchestra have been the big
Stravinsky ballets, we did Petrushka and
Firebird a couple of times, Shostakovich
Symphony No. 5 was tremendous and the
first performance of Rachmaninov’s Second
Symphony was just sensational. Gordon
used to do great big choral works in the Town
Hall, such as Belshazzar’s Feast and Verdi’s
Requiem and they’re highlights as well.

Becoming a teacher

Manners and discipline

Well you know the sort of vocation that
monks have? It’s not exactly the same but I
knew that I didn’t want to do anything other
than become a teacher. Music at my own
school was awful. When I got to the sixth
form I organised an orchestra and a choir and
I put on a Gilbert and Sullivan opera because
there was nothing going on. From that day on
I knew that’s what I wanted to do, I wanted
to be a school teacher and make music with
young people.

I loathe bad manners and lower down the
school I insist on good manners. I think the
little boys used to be quite frightened of me.
When I first came to King Edward’s School if
a master came into a room the whole class
would stand to attention in absolute silence,
you would say, “Good afternoon”, sit down
and start your lesson. I relax a bit more in
sixth form but lower down the school when
you’ve got 25 little boys then discipline is
very important.

Punctuality is paramount

Transforming music

My father was in the Royal Marines and his
idea of being on time was being at least a
quarter of an hour early. If you ever kept him
waiting woe betide you! All my rehearsals
and lessons start on time and end on time.
It’s the way I was brought up and that way I
feel I haven’t wasted anyone’s time and they
haven’t wasted mine. One of my favourite
sayings if anyone rolls up late is, ‘Is your time
more valuable than mine?’.

When Gordon Sill and I came in 1976 there
was a boys’ choir and a choral society
and virtually no instrumental music at all. I
summoned the so called ‘school orchestra’
and there was something like two flutes, an
oboe, three violins and a cello and I thought,
“Is this it?”.

“It has been a
truly wonderful
career and I
have loved it all.”
a violin case and I stopped him and asked
him if he played and he very proudly said,
“I lead the National Youth Orchestra”. So
I asked him why he wasn’t playing in the
school orchestra and he just laughed at me
and said, “I’m certainly not going to waste my
time on that”. There were about six members
of the National Youth Orchestra I discovered,
all string players. I got them all together and
promised to do a performance of the Seasons
of Vivaldi with them if they joined the school

I was walking down the corridor one day
and bumped into a sixth form boy carrying

orchestra to help get it going again, and that’s
how it started really.

The ballet
I love the ballet and I love ballet music. I’m
just a frustrated ballet dancer! I would have
loved to have been a ballet dancer. My father
was away on duty in the Royal Marines for
the first four to five years of my life. When
he eventually came home and found that
his only son was going to dance lessons, he
thought that was not quite the right thing for
his son to be doing. So he persuaded me to
come out of the dance classes. That’s why I
love conducting because you can physically
move to the music. Two collaborations with
the Symphony Orchestra and Elmhurst Ballet
School were wonderful for me and the pupils.

4

3

Rip Van Bridle
In the days when we used to have concerts
in the Town Hall I got lumbered with driving
the instrumental van. I loaded the van and
went up the drive, this was in the days when
the gates had arches over them, and I came
to an abrupt halt as the van hit the arch! It
was a real shock! I became known as Rip
Van Bridle. They took the arches away after
that and I’ve done everyone a service really
because now ambulances and fire engines
can zoom down the drive.

1: Conducting the
Symphony Orchestra
in 2013.
2: Concert in the Town
Hall in the 1990s.

Musical highlights

Peter Bridle, who has taught
music from 1976 to 2014, talks
about transforming music at King
Edward’s, his love of ballet, and
his plans for retirement.
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Life after King Edward’s
Those who know me, know I have two
passions in my life one is music and the other
is horses. I’m on horse number four and to
start with I used to do everything. Gradually
I went from leaping around cross country
courses to dressage and really that’s my
passion now. I know it sounds crazy but I still
compete in dressage. What I love is you go
to these competitions and there’s no age limit
so I find myself competing against 12 year
old girls.
I’ve always, always had dogs. So I’ll be
doing lots of walking with the dogs and lots
of riding. I shall carry on with some music
making. I still conduct an adult orchestra
and will carry on with the academy chamber
orchestra for a bit and I have some violin
pupils that I can’t really leave just at the

moment. And lots of other things beside; all the
books I’ve been meaning to read and haven’t,
and I want to go to the theatre a lot more. I like
activity holidays and want to go across Canada
by train and see the Rockies, and I want to
watch whales, the list is endless.

Final thoughts
I’ve always loved the school, still love it and I
know I’m retiring this year but if somebody said
to me ‘Will you stay on for another five years?’
it wouldn’t be a problem for me. The school is
fantastic and over the past 38 years I have had
the privilege of working with so many talented
boys and with so many supportive and friendly
colleagues. It has been a truly wonderful career
and I have loved it all.
Next issue: An interview with Jenny Herbert,
Director of Drama, who is also retiring in 2014.
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Archive matters
The declaration of war: an insight
from the Chronicles of 1914
1

In his maiden speech for the Debating
Society, 17 year old Philip Spencer Marshall,
seemingly keen to impress his peers,
remarked that “one of the greatest calamities
caused by the abolition of war would be the
cessation of the OTC, while Dreadnoughts
would have to become pleasure boats. War
breaks up the monotony of Geography by
altering the map”.

2

Readers of the Chronicle in the months

“Except for the snap of rifles in the echoing

leading up to August 1914 could be forgiven

cloisters, the measured tramp of feet,

for assuming that the boys of King Edward’s

the hoarse voice of command and the

School had no inkling of the horrors to come.

intermittent thunder of the drums, all of

In June and July, as in years past, cricket and

which tell us that the OTC is very busy, there

athletics reports dominated the magazine.

is little to disturb the scholastic calm which

The weather had been kind that season
and, somewhat unusually, the sun had even
made an appearance on sports day. There is
nothing recorded in the magazines to suggest
that the boys were in the least bit worried by
the storm clouds gathering across Europe.

by this time, several OEs had been killed in
the conflict, including Captain Wickham DSO,
whose death is reported in graphic detail in
the magazine. The regular ‘Oxford Letter’
reveals to readers that “only the ghost of the
real Oxford is left, and a very dreary ghost
at that...the OTC is all important”. The list of
OEs in the Forces had grown considerably
since the October Chronicle, and the motion
put forward to the Debating Society is
poignant: ‘This House would welcome the
abolition of war’.

has always pervaded this seat of learning.”
(Chronicle, October 1914)
But there are subtle signs that change is
imminent. In the OTC Report new recruits are
praised for responding to a recent recruitment
drive, a schoolboy poet urges “young hearts”
who await the call to “nobly vow that each

4

The curious
case of Herr
Rothe: part one
Little was known about August Leopold
Rothe until last year when the Foundation
Archivist received an email from an academic
at Universität Zürich regarding his career.
Considerable research has now been
undertaken which has added several key
pieces to the Rothe jigsaw, revealing a
tantalising glimpse into his interesting life.
In the next few issues of the Gazette we will
bring the remarkable story of Herr Rothe to
life from the KES archives.

Perhaps Philip Marshall would have argued
for the affirmative had he known that within
three years his name would be added to
the school’s ever-increasing Roll of Honour.
Lt. Marshall was killed in action at Ypres on
15 August 1917.

In June 1879 an
important medieval
codex disappeared
mysteriously from the
British Museum.

The scholastic calm at King Edward’s School
was about to be disturbed more violently than
any boy could have imagined.

In June 1879 an important medieval codex

5

– a manuscript recording the imaginary
pilgrimage made by Charlemagne –

3

disappeared mysteriously from the Main

Master (French & German) at King Edward’s

Reading Room of the British Museum.

School in October 1881. In the next issue,

According to the Reading Room Register the

using records form the archive, we will tell you

last person to consult the codex on Sunday,

about his career at KES and his retirement on

7 June 1879 was a gentleman by the name of

the eve of war.
“But what of the medieval codex?” we hear

Charterhouse School archives record that

you cry. Sadly, the mystery remains unsolved

Rothe had been an Assistant Master in the

to this day. Rothe took with him to the grave

school’s Modern Languages Department from

the truth about what happened in the Reading

Autumn 1875 to Spring 1879, after which time

Room of the British Museum on that June

the German teacher, not unlike the medieval

afternoon in 1879. Scholars believe that the

list of ‘OEs with the Colours’ makes its

codex, disappeared without a trace

codex, missing for well over 100 years, is

first appearance.

until 1881.

probably in a private collection. One can’t

editorial of the first edition of the Chronicle to

By December 1914 articles in the Chronicle

Governors’ Minutes in our collection confirm

Rothe may have discussed the conundrum

be issued following the declaration of war:

were becoming more serious in tone. Indeed,

that Herr Rothe was appointed Language

of the codex with his wife’s relative, Sir Henry

1914 Britain had been at war for just one
month, and for the average school boy life
carried on as normal, as illustrated in the

Next time: Herr Rothe’s time at King Edward’s
School and his retirement on the eve of war.

August Rothe.

will do his duty”, and on the back page a

At the start of the new term in September

Hopes-Edwardes, one of the most famous
English collectors of medieval codices.

help but wonder, however, whether Herr

1: KES Bisley Shooting Team in 1908.
2: Lt. Marshall.
3: Front cover of the Chronicle in
December 1914.
4: Herr Rothe, sixth from the right
on the back row, c.1900.
5: Key to staff photo.
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Careers focus:

The forces

British
Army

Yet before I left King Edward’s, I had already
been selected for army sponsorship schemes
that would take me through the sixth form,
onto Liverpool University to read Hispanic
Studies and then to the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst.

Each edition we put the spotlight on an industry in
which Old Edwardians are forging careers. In this edition
Oliver Lee (1991), Nick Keen (1977) and Richard Mason
(1984) write about their experiences in the forces.

Royal
Marines

I remember with surprising clarity and
considerable pleasure my time in the CCF at
King Edward’s. Looked after by the devoted
Mr Dewar and the indomitable Mr Collins
in the fresh air of Swynnerton training area,
it did not take me long to be bitten by the
military bug.
In spite of having no family background in
it, I quickly decided that I wanted to join
the Armed Forces. The blend of people,
leadership, travel, the outdoors and
adventure – ‘the ordinary man’s escape from
the ordinary’ – seemed irresistible. Excited
by the challenges of Commando training,
I selected the Royal Marines. This brought
focus to a somewhat wayward 15-year-old
and I shall always appreciate KES CCF
for that.
Terrified, I found myself at the Commando
Training Centre for the entry tests. I gained
a sixth form reserve place and this later
became a university cadetship to cover
my time at Cambridge. I would highly
recommend the latter of these as it enabled
my unreasonable level of financial comfort at
university. Thereafter, almost 19 years ago, I
entered the Royal Marines properly.

If you’re interested in taking part in
forthcoming careers features or have
an idea for future editions, contact the
editor at: editor@kes.org.uk

I loved it from day one. Training was
demanding but also fun, fulfilling,
exhilarating, a terrific challenge and full of
camaraderie. Completing training gave me
the unique privilege attached to being an

officer in the Armed Forces: leadership of
brilliant people. I have adored the men of
the Royal Marines and they have made my
job more special than any I can imagine.
The loyalty amongst people who may need
to lay down their lives for each other is very
powerful. This feeling has never changed
from my first command of 30 men to more
recently 2,000 people in Nad-e-Ali District,
Helmand Province, Afghanistan.
In between I have worked for the Minister
of State for the Armed Forces and gained
an understanding of our political and
governmental Whitehall structures. As a
captain, I was a personal staff officer to the
Chief of Defence Staff and enjoyed moments
like breakfast with the King of Jordan in his
palace. Amazing and eye-opening though
these experiences were, they could never
match the joys of command.
With the men and the grassroots of the Royal
Marines ever more removed from my rank
and seniority, I have decided to leave later
this year. I do so with immensely happy,
technicolour memories to treasure. And I take
with me the best group of friends, enlisted
and commissioned, one could possibly
imagine. I am hugely grateful for this, for the
wonderful opportunities and privileges that
my career has delivered and for KES CCF’s
inspiration all those years ago.
Colonel Oliver Lee OBE (1991)

When I chose the CCF for my Friday
afternoon activity as an Upper Middle, little
did I know that I had taken a decision that
was to lead to more than 40 years in uniform
and a career that has spanned over 30 years
and allowed me to work in more than a dozen
countries around the world.

When I finally emerged as a fully-fledged
army officer I joined the Royal Signals,
providing communications and IT support
to army commanders at all levels. Like the
majority of soldiers at that time, I joined the
British Army of the Rhine in Germany in
what turned out to be the dying throes of
the Cold War.
After six years as a Troop Commander, just
as the Berlin Wall fell and European security
changed forever, I returned to England for my
first tour in a headquarters. Since then I have
alternated between commanding soldiers and
supporting them at home and on operations
overseas in an ever changing environment.

Royal Air
Force

“So what about something in computing?”
I was asked during my KES careers interview.
Clearly, as a 16-year-old, I had a better
idea! “No thank you Sir, I’d like to be a
Fighter Pilot!” Just six years later I was flying
Phantoms in the Royal Air Force. The Soviet
Union was still intact and I spent many hours
on Quick Reaction Alert, waiting for the
chilling sound of the ‘scramble’ alarm. I would
then sprint to my 20-tonne jet fighter, armed
with a lethal combination of radar-guided and
heat-seeking missiles. Thankfully, the ‘threat’
never materialised and only once did I have
to intercept a Soviet bomber over the North
Sea. But as these Cold War games of ‘cat
and mouse’ came to an end, the reality began
to sink in. My chosen career had brought with
it great excitement and huge responsibilities,
but it was unlikely that I would ever have to
do my job ‘for real’ again. Or so I thought.
Just over 10 years later I found myself
in Kosovo flying a blacked-out Chinook
helicopter at ultra-low level in an attempt
to avoid a very sophisticated Serbian airdefence system. The cat was now the mouse!
The precise nature of the operation remains
classified, but the sense of achievement for
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The support jobs I’ve done since have
been very varied: everything from planning
communications for helicopters to developing
training systems and working in international
arms control. There’s been even more variety
added by the opportunity to climb volcanoes
in Mexico and glaciers in Canada, not to
mention running a ski lodge in Bavaria for
four months and sub-aqua diving in Sardinia.
I have worked not just for the British Army but
also for NATO in its headquarters in Virginia
USA and now in Brussels. I’ve even worked
in the German Ministry of Defence in Berlin as
an Exchange Officer. In fact, as I look forward
to my last tour, I will have done 20 different
jobs and only ever had one job interview!
One of the things King Edward’s taught me
was to love languages and to value variety.
I can honestly say that the school set me
off on a career that has provided me with
plenty of both as I work in the international
environment alongside NATO’s 28
member nations and its other partner
nations and organisations.
Lieutenant Colonel Nick Keen Royal Signals
(1977)

the few of us involved was immense. This was
certainly doing my job ‘for real’! As was the
hostage rescue in Sierra Leone the following
year, not to mention the other operations
I have been involved in since, in such places
as Bosnia, Macedonia and Iraq. And at no
time has the reality of conflict been brought
into sharper focus than the numerous
occasions I have served in Afghanistan.
So, whilst I can reflect on an exciting and
challenging career with a sense of pride and
achievement, I also reflect on the foundations
of that career; foundations that were laid at
KES. Specifically, the school gave me the
confidence to make bold decisions, to do what
feels ‘right’, and to embrace responsibility.
I am currently a Visiting Research Fellow at
Oxford University and, even though I have
no regrets about joining the Royal Air Force
straight from school, I would encourage any
16-year-old today to work hard and get a good
first degree before committing to a career.
Unless, of course, they have a better idea!
Group Captain Richard Mason OBE MA RAF
(1984)
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Births
Muhammed Idrees Kayani (1990)
Birth of fourth child, Ibrahim,
in August 2012.
John Evans (1991)
Birth of fourth child, Henry Geraint,
on 22 November 2013. Brother to
Rhiannon, Samuel and Rhys.
Dan Crossley (1994)
Second son, Samuel, born in June 2013.
Brother to Isaac (3).
Tim Robinson (1994)
Birth of son, Thomas William,
on 15 April 2013.
Ben Sheriff (1996)
Birth of daughter, Amy Rosamund,
on 15 February 2013.
Chris Mountford (1998)
Birth of third child, Daniel, in July 2013.
Brother to Lois (4) and Phoebe (2).

Charlie Hutchings (2000)
Birth of daughter, Grace, on
11 January 2014.

Old Edwardians

News in brief
1930s

Ronald Naylor (1931)

The idea of how to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of my birthday arose several
months ago. Discussions with close family
resulted in the issue of invitations to a
party on the day, 15th January, in the local
village hall, for neighbours and friends with
drinks and lite bites; and a lunch party on
the following Saturday for family
and relations.

I stayed with them for ten years taking
various certificates up to Masters. I left as
Second Officer to join the cross channel
ships at Holyhead where I stayed until
1991 when I retired as Senior Captain. In
all I was with our Merchant Navy for 43
years. For some amusing stories from
John’s time in the Merchant Navy, visit:
www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/1940-1949

Christmas intervened, but also the annual
dinner (on the 9th) of the Uphampton
Society, a loose association of most
residents of the hamlet where I live. It
culminated in virtually an advance birthday
party with a present and a cake. The need
to speak in response at all three events
in the space of 10 days was daunting,
particularly as I was determined not to
be repetitive, so it was essential to
develop different themes suitable for
each occasion.
I am very pleased to report that the three
gatherings were successful and enjoyed
by all. The companionship and pleasure
that I derived from them will remain in my
memory forever.

Birth of second child, Reiss Patel,
on 30 April 2013. Brother to Alyssa.
Paul Freeman-Powell (2004)
Birth of daughter, Isabella Joyce,
on 21 September 2013.
Nirad Solanki (2007)
Birth of second and third child,
non-identical twin daughters, Nia and
Angelica on 24 September 2013.

1940s
John Bakewell (1945)
I left King Edward’s to go to the Thames
Nautical Training College HMS Worcester.
After two years there, I left with a pretty
good certificate in school work thanks to
KES! I then joined Shaw Savill and Albion
Company as a cadet.

Nick Collins (1964)

Roger Blandford (1967)

After 40 Volumes as editor (36 as editor
in chief) of Transportation, an academic
journal published by Springer, I have
retired, ‘putting the blue pencil away and
taking down the name board’ as reflected
in the title of my contribution to a special
issue of the journal to mark my retirement.
Springer held a dinner in Washington DC in
my honour, attended by past and current
members of the Editorial Board.

I left Capilano University after 33 years and
taught English in Salamanca for a year.
Now happily retired beside the ocean in
sunny Vancouver where I arrived in 1967.

Winner of the Royal Astronomical
Society Gold Medal. The Gold Medal is
the Society’s highest honour and Roger
Blandford, Luke Blossom Professor in
the School of Humanities and Sciences,
Stanford University was awarded the
Gold Medal on the basis of his varied and
inspirational contributions to theoretical
astrophysics, as well as his service to the
astrophysics research community at an
international level.

Roy Stevens (1958)
I have just completed one of the items
on my bucket list, namely to visit all 50
US states. I completed the ambition
recently with a visit to North Dakota
which apparently is often the last state
that people visit and as such they have a
commemorative register together with a
certificate they issue. I read through the
register and only saw a very few UK
names there.

Professor Emeritus A. Trevor Tolley FRSL,
has been awarded a fellowship at the Harry
Ransom Centre at The University of Texas
at Austin to work on his study of the great
British editor, John Lehmann.

As I was born on the same date, though
naturally different year, as Richard Wagner,
the bicentenary celebrations in his
birthplace, Leipzig, seemed to present the
opportunity to have the birthday party of a
lifetime. We saw six operas, attended two
concerts and a ballet. We stayed at the
best hotel, went to the best restaurants
and had the best seats and of course
our guide was Wagner expert and Old
Edwardian, Professor John Deathridge
(1963) – he was brilliant.

Tom Johnson (1965)
I have been compiling the crossword for
the Cricketer magazine since 2009. My
trademark in the series is to include
the name of a Warwickshire cricketer in
the grid each month. In the puzzle for the
January 2014 edition, solvers will discover
the name of (John) Claughton as the
Warwickshire reference.

Ian Nuttall (1965)
I caught up with Bill Sykes (1964) last year
in the Algarve where Bill and his charming
wife Sally have lived for the last 20 plus
years. He contacted me via the OE email
listing and I spent a long weekend with
them which culminated in a charity garden
party, and yes, a game of cricket.
Bill and I played 1st XI cricket under the

Peter Coates (1947)
Despite advancing years, I am happy
and well, still able to drive, with many
good friends and a loving family. I live in
a comfortable flat overlooking the sea
in Hove, and look back on a good and
fulfilling life, having spent 26 years in
Unilever’s West African business, and nine
years in a second career as the bursar of
Brighton College. I have been in retirement
since 1990.

1960s

Martin Richards (1957)

A. Trevor Tolley (1946)

Geoffrey Gardiner (1947)
Deepak Patel (2002)

1950s
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Peter Tyrer (1959)
On 18 February 2014 a curious event
happened at a church in Hawton, a small
village near Newark in Nottinghamshire.
It involved the widow of the former Chief
Master, Canon Ronald Lunt, and Old
Edwardian, Peter Tyrer. Veslemoy Lunt
sang an aria in playing the part of Sarah
Graham-Clark, aunt of the renowned
poet, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, in a new
operetta about the romance of Robert
Browning and Elizabeth. For more details
or to purchase a DVD of this first-ever
performance, get in touch with Peter via:
www.nidotherapy.com.

tutelage of Derek Benson in the early 60’s
and both went on to become Chartered
Accountants. Bill went into banking, which
took him out to the Caribbean before
returning to Portugal where he bought
three acres of land on which he now has
a beautiful villa and properly laid cricket
pitch complete with an old English cricket
pavilion crammed full of superb sporting
memorabilia. Bill and I plan to see each
other more regularly now – but I think I get
the better deal out of that!

Tell us your news
Thanks to all OEs who have sent us their news. Unfortunately, we cannot publish everything
we receive but please continue to keep us posted! Email: editor@kes.org.uk or visit:
www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/yournews

Robin Wood (1967)
Director of the Desmond Tutu HIV
Centre at University of Cape Town and
the Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation. Our
Masiphumelele Youth Centre was in the
public eye; visited by President Obama,
Annie Lennox and others.
I was awarded D.Sc.(Med), Fellowship of
Royal Society (SA), Emeritus Professor
UCT, SA National Research Foundation
‘A’ rated scientist, Scientific adviser
to Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
AERAS International TB vaccine initiative,
International Partnership on Microbicides,
US Government PEPFAR programme.
Continuing my research on Tuberculosis
Transmission at the Institute of Infectious
Disease and Molecular Medicine.

1970s
David Rothery (1974)
Promoted to Professor of Planetary
Geosciences at the Open University in
November 2013.

Charlie Abrahams (1975)
The happy father of seven dogs, three
horses and a corn snake. Still living near
Welwyn, Herts and very involved in the
UK competitive fly fishing world. I have
been working for MarkMonitor the last
seven years, who were acquired in 2012
by Thomson Reuters. I am now running
Global Sales from our European HQ in
Golden Square, London.
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1980s
Franklin Sibly (1975)

Julian Coulter (1980)

Paul King (1986)

Mark Astbury (1993)

Continuing as Trauma and Orthopaedic
Consultant specialising in hand and upper
limb at Hereford. Daughter Olivia should
qualify as a nurse this summer.

Since August 2013 I have been working as
Counsellor at the British High Commission
in Ottawa.

2014 kicked off with a challenge: to film
and broadcast the Northern Lights from
Norway, discover a new galaxy, and host
astronauts from the Apollo and ISS eras
all live on BBC TV. It was a tall order, but
luckily all went to plan as I took on the
task of producing the BBC2 TV show
Stargazing Live in January. After 14 years
making science and arts documentaries
at the BBC, which have set me challenges
as diverse as sending James May to the
edge of space in a U2 spy plane to filming
the Queen sit for a celebrity portrait, it was
exciting to be in charge of a proper, live TV
show at last. Several brain-frying months
of writing and preparation and a punishing
week of live broadcast from Jodrell Bank
Observatory were capped by a suitably
restrained celebration on the final night
(see picture, me with host Brian Cox).
I’ll be back with another series next year.

We travelled to Kampala in Uganda in

Stephen Cooper (1976)
My first book The Final Whistle: the Great
War in Fifteen Players won the Times
British Sports Book Award for Rugby 2013.
The award was presented at a dinner at
Lord’s by Lewis Moody, former England
skipper. Work is underway on at least two
new books.

Karl Przywala (1982)
Having spent eight years in Australia
(1996-2004), I returned to the UK as an
Australian. Now I’m off again, this time to
Canada. I look forward to taking up the
position of Rector of Holy Trinity Church,
Vancouver in February 2014.

Lasantha Wijesinghe (1983)
I was elected to the Council of the
Vascular Surgical Society of Great Britain
and Ireland for the period 2011-2014
and Council of the British Society of
Interventional Radiology. I serve on the
advisory panel to the National Confidential
Enquiry into Patient Outcomes and Death
and the National Commissioning Group for
Interventional Radiology. I am a Regional
Volunteer for Bible Society. I had a hip
replacement in July 2013.

the kids. It was a fantastic experience and
really makes you appreciate how lucky we

Matthew Clarke (2001)

Christopher Lightfoot (1973)

Returned from Afghanistan, again, in
late 2013 and have been selected for
promotion to Major in 2014.

Married Constance (Connie) on
30 November 2013.

children in Kampala by taking them off
the streets, giving them food and shelter,
and ultimately rehousing them with new
families. We helped build and renovate

are here in England.

Joe Speight (2004)

Ian Bond (1979)
I left the Foreign Office in 2013, after 28
years, to become Foreign Policy Director of
the Centre for European Reform, a leading
think-tank based in London. With the ongoing debate about the UK’s relationship
with the European Union, it is an interesting
time to be working on these issues. I also
caught up with various OEs – dinner with
James Miles (1979) in Beijing, where he
heads The Economist office; dinner in
London with Jonathan Coe (1979) and Nick
Edwards (1980) and Robert Tibbott, who
taught us all Latin in the mid-1970s.

Shropshire. Married with two kids and
absolutely no plans for any more!

Peter Ellison (1998)

James Wallbank (1984)
In 2013 I’ve been looking into the potential
of digital manufacture to catalyse the
emergence of new enterprises. I’ve
explored 3D Printing, Laser Cutting, CNC
routers, embedding intelligent systems
and more. My research has revealed that
some of these technologies present a
huge enterprise opportunity. Applying my
conclusions seemed to be a good idea,
so in my spare time I set up a new digital
manufacturing enterprise, financing it via
Crowdfunding. I was invited to present
elements of my research in São Paulo,
Strasbourg, Paris, Juiz de Fora and other
cities, as well as being invited to give
a TEDx lecture in Sheffield, where I
now live.

1990s
Steve Hoey (1992)
In 2013 the organisation that I lead,
Canopy Housing, was awarded the Duke
of York Community Initiative Award.

Peter Ellison (1998)
To marry Amy Sadler in summer 2014.

new houses, took part in lessons and
took over new clothes and football kits for

charity do amazing work helping street

I’m now back in Birmingham after a 20
year absence, running AXA’s office in
the centre of town, living in Newport,
From the past three years: Simon &
Mary are now proud parents of a second
daughter, Emma is 10, Kate just three.
Simon welcomes any contemporaries
passing through Stanford University (where
I am Professor of Geophysics) or San
Francisco to make contact.

Matthew Reeve (2000)

Engagements

Having spent nearly nine years across
Edgbaston Park Road working on data
and business intelligence, I have finally left
B15 and joined the world of consultancy.
I now work in Data Visualisation, using a
tool called Tableau. I would be delighted to
catch up with any Old Ed who is interested
in understanding what their data means,
whether it is from scientific experiments or
large corporate databases.

October 2013 for two weeks on behalf of
a fantastic local charity called Retrak. The

Ed Pugh (1993)

Simon Klemperer (1976)

2000s

I had a busy 2012-2013 serving in the
Royal Navy as the Navigating Officer in
two of the Royal Navy’s new Type 45
Destroyers. I completed a deployment
to West Africa, the Falklands and the
Caribbean in HMS Dauntless and then the
first half of HMS Daring’s currently ongoing
global deployment. Highlights were having
the privilege to be the first navigator of
a T45 through the Panama Canal, and
working with the US Navy in Pearl Harbor
Hawaii! I am now undertaking further
training back in the UK before rejoining
another ship towards the end of 2014.

Alastair Natkiel (1999)
Having finished a 13 month contract in
Shrek the Musical in February 2013, I then
went into another West End production,
Strangers on a Train, at the Gielgud
Theatre on Shaftsbury Avenue which
has enjoyed a sell out run.

I work as a television football commentator
and have recently been asked by ITV to
be part of their commentary team for the
World Cup in the summer. I’ll be based
in Rio for the tournament and will cover
several matches live on ITV. Aside working
for ITV I also commentate on Premier
League football for Sky Sports.
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Lingxi Wang (2005)
To marry Tiffany Kwok on
6 September 2014.

Marriages

Charlie Abrahams (1975)
Married Alma on 3 May 2013.
Thomas Pritchard (1990)
Married Helen Bauldry on
12 September 2013.
Chris Mountford (1998)
Married Charlotte in March 2013.
Bhavesh Patel (2002)

2010s
Jack Hobbs (2011)
I am currently a second year architecture
student at the University of Nottingham.
Part of my degree is a charity design
challenge and around 35 of us will design
and subsequently go out and build a
school in a village called Calais in South
Africa. As a group we must raise as much
money as we can to cover the costs of
materials, any extra labour we might need,
etc. We pay out of our own pockets to go
and all money we raise goes directly to
the building of the school. This is a project
that has been running successfully for the
past few years and this year is the final
year of it. So the donated money would
be rewarded with a (hopefully) completely
finished scheme. Find out more at:
www.justgiving.com/JackHobbs93

Married Asha Karia on
25 May 2013.
Rob Hollyhead (2004)
Married Laura Connolly on
18 May 2013.
David Wheatley (2005)
Married Rebecca Cunningham
on 21 September 2013.

Can you help us
find any ‘lost boys’?
Sadly, we have lost touch with a number
of Old Edwardians. You can help us by
searching for ‘lost boys’ from your year
group. Visit: www.my.kes.org.uk/lost and
enter your username and password for My
KES, then simply type in your year group to
see who we are missing. If you have contact
details for a lost OE, contact us via email at:
oldeds@kes.org.uk or tel: 0121 415 6050.
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Deaths
We regret to report the deaths of the
following Old Edwardians:
Edward L Carr (1931)
John Duncan Boxall (1934)
Neville V Bosworth (1935)
Dennis Ball (1937)
Hugh Hereward (1938)
Harold G Barton (1940)
Albert K Dyer (1940)
John S Wigmore (1940)
Brian G Creed (1942)
Bruce Spollon (1942)
Eric W Handley (1943)
Peter G Hignett (1943)
J Peter Moore (1943)
Albert J Swallow (1943)
John C Dakin (1944)
George Edwin Morley (1945)
Alan F Young (1945)
John M Barson (1947)
Peter B Bryan (1947)
Guy W Whitmarsh (1947)
Peter Westlake (1950)
Ian Downing (1951)
John A Harvey (1951)
Kenneth Hodgkiss (1951)
John Hutchings (1951)
Keith R Mansell (1951)
Rob H Bayley (1952)
Michael T Bulman (1952)
David Tipton (1952)
Bryan C Homer (1953)
Walter K Short (1954)
Ken Dixon (1955)
John Kerridge (1955)
J H Wilson (1955)
John M Tagg (1958)
Philip Davies (1959)
David B Whitehouse (1959)
Ralph R Bergmann (1961)
Chris C Sharpe (1961)
Richard J Haynes (1964)
Geoff M Gardiner (1965)
T E Schollar (1970)
John A Donne (1981)
Mike J Payne (1984)
Amit K Mishra (2004)
Joe Taylor (Staff: 1943-1945)
John A Gregory (Staff: 1957-1965)
Chris Thompson (Staff: 2007-2013)

John Duncan Boxall (1934)
1916-2013

Dennis Ball (1937)
1919-2013

John Duncan Boxall (Duncan) was one of three brothers born in Birmingham. He was educated at
King Edward’s, New Street, articled to a firm of accountants in Birmingham and by the time war
broke out had qualified as a Chartered Accountant. He enlisted in the Royal Corps of Signals and
while stationed in Shropshire met Peggy and they married in 1944. During the war he served both
in Britain and overseas.

Dennis intended to be a regular soldier,
presumably from experience at school in the
O.T.C. before the Second World War and
knowing that his father had been an underage sharpshooter marksman at the Somme in
the First World War, before being sent home.

After the war, Duncan and Peggy lived in Birmingham and then Sutton Coldfield. They had four
children, Jean, Joy, Brian and lastly Ian who was born in January 1962 but in October of that year
the sudden and tragic death of Peggy occurred. Duncan was left with four children to care for – a
task he set about with great courage.
For many years Duncan worked in the Construction/Plant Hire industry and with transfer of his
office to Bickenhill he moved to Marston Green. In 1970 Duncan and Anne were married and
some years later after his ‘official retirement’ they moved to Little Malvern. They enjoyed various
pursuits and many holidays, including to their much-loved Scilly Isles and a return visit for Duncan
to Orkney where, for 18 months, he had been stationed during the war.
Although well past retiring age, Duncan travelled to Birmingham by train several days a week to
work as an accountant and after that obtained a part-time position in Malvern – a post he only
relinquished in his 80’s!
Duncan was very proud of his family and maintained a keen interest in their doings and
achievements. During the last few years, although unable to get around easily, he continued to
keep abreast of news and current affairs, enjoyed sport on TV and always welcomed phone calls
and visits from neighbours and family.
A man of few words but many letters he is remembered as a devoted husband and father
whose talents were many and various, kind and funny, thoughtful, caring and generous.
He is greatly missed.
Anne Boxall

Hugh Hereward (1938)
1920-2013
Hugh Hereward, one of the founding fathers of CERN, died on
20 February 2013. As one of the leading accelerator physicists,
he made essential contributions to the Proton Synchrotron (PS)
and the Intersecting Storage Rings (ISR).
Hugh’s father was a captain of merchant vessels and the family
lived in London until he left the sea to become manager and
owner of a precision engineering firm in Birmingham founded
by Hugh’s grandfather in the mid-1800s. Hugh attended King
Edward’s, where a physics teacher who believed in his abilities
encouraged him to specialise in the subject.

So on leaving school he went to Sandhurst.
On passing out Dennis opted for the Indian
Army. As a linguist he quickly learnt the main
languages of India and Nepal. He also earned
his wings as a Lysander pilot.
The first we heard of Dennis in the Second
World War was flying Lysanders for artillery
spotting in the North African Campaign.
Then he became a Colonel leading a Gurkha
brigade up the east coast of Italy describing
the terrible poverty of the hill villagers.
Eventually, wounded in the legs he was
hospitalised in Italy. We know he went back
into action but not where and eventually he
returned to India with the army.
On Indian independence, Dennis was
attached to the Indian Officer Training
Establishment for several years before being
recalled to the UK to the Royal Artillery in
Woolwich. After a further spell at Larkhill
Salisbury Plain, Dennis was posted to Hong
Kong as a Major. After a couple of years
Dennis returned and for a while worked with
an insurance company organising pension
schemes for companies in the Midlands run
by OEs.
When his wife Peggy’s health deteriorated
they moved to Mahon in Menorca, which
has a very long history of international
military activity into which he was welcomed.
Dennis was well known as a drummer in the
local jazz band, a dab hand at bridge and a
raconteur of good stories. His closest friend
was a Spanish colonel. The last 12 months
of his life Dennis lived in a nursing home in
Mau, Menorca with terminal cancer. He was
honoured by the local British Legion at his
cremation ceremony.
Trevor Churchman (1943)
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He won a scholarship to St. John’s College, Cambridge and took a shortened degree course,
choosing in 1942 to continue research rather than join the army. He was one of several physicists
who, during the Second World War, contributed to the development of atomic energy in Hans von
Halban’s group at Cambridge, before moving to Montreal in 1945.
After joining CERN in 1953 he led the group which built the first 50 MeV linear accelerator used
to inject protons into the PS. Hugh – or Hereward, as he was invariably referred to in those more
formal days – was a great intellect whose chosen role was to study and analyze whatever knotty
problems in accelerator theory were preventing a full understanding of how the PS, and afterwards
the ISR, could be operated more effectively. He invented the first device to measure the current
in a beam using the transformer principle as well as a method of stabilizing the oscillations of
a bunch of particles due to a timing error as they pass through the accelerating cavities of a
synchrotron; both these inventions bear his name.
Hugh’s heyday was when he led the Machine Studies Team that developed the performance of
the PS in the 1960s. He became leader by common acclaim and went on to fill the same role at
the ISR. When by the mid-1970s, both the PS and the ISR had reached performance levels far
beyond what anyone would have dared to forecast, he chose to retire from CERN, to live quietly
in a village in Dorset, occasionally accepting consulting engagements for other laboratories in the
US, Canada and Europe.
Despite the decades that have passed since he left CERN, Hugh has remained vivid in the
memory of all who had contact with him and benefited from his precious advice during those
early years.
Colin Bryan (1967)

Harold Giles Barton (1940)
1922-2013
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Albert Kenneth Dyer (1940)
1922-2013

Brian Creed (1942)
1926-2013
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Bruce Spollon (1942)
1926-2013

Eric Handley (1943)
1926-2013

Albert John Swallow (1943)
1926-2013

Ken Dyer was born into a family whose history as landowners in
Somerset can be traced back to the late 15th century. His grandfather,
a former naval officer, was forced to give up farming in the 1870s and
moved to Birmingham. When both Ken’s parents died in 1931 he and
his surviving brother John chose to live with an aunt, who was looking
after his grandfather (then in his nineties).

Born in Moseley, Bruce was an only child. His
mother was a brilliant pianist from whom he
got his love of music, particularly jazz.
His father was an architect with a keen
interest in cars, a hobby Bruce shared from
an early age.

Eric Handley, the Regius Professor of Greek
at Cambridge from 1984 to 1994, was a
noted papyrologist and scholar who was at
the forefront of the rediscovery of the New
Comedy of Menander (342-291 BC).

Born in Nottingham, John’s family moved to
Birmingham when he was four. He went to the
University of Birmingham after King Edward’s,
where he obtained a first class honours
degree in Chemistry at the age of 19.

At King Edward’s he distinguished himself at sport, particularly rugby
football, cricket and fives, and though not particularly academic,
reached the Modern Languages Upper Sixth. In later life he was an
assiduous supporter of the 1st XV, and when he and his wife Pam
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary watching a grandson play
for the school they were applauded through a tunnel of players and it
was noted that he had been on the touchline more often than most of
the team’s parents.

Following his time at King Edward’s, Bruce
enrolled as an engineering apprentice at the
Austin Motor Company in Longbridge. Bruce
started competition motoring in 1945 and one
of the first competition cars he drove was his
father’s Bentley 3/41/2. Just before his death,
Bruce’s son, Guy, purchased this same car for
Bruce who insisted on having a ride around
the block despite being gravely ill.

Eric was one of the best-known ambassadors
of British Classics, serving for 17 years as
director of the Institute of Classical Studies
in London and for nine years as the foreign
secretary of the British Academy.

John’s research career began in Professor
Sir Norman Haworth’s department where
he studied the biophysical chemistry of
enzymes and received a PhD in 1949. John
obtained a prestigious ICI Fellowship and
began research on the effects of ionising
radiation on biological materials. In 1952
John moved to work in the Department
of Radiotherapeutics at the University
of Cambridge and in 1954 obtained a
Cambridge PhD (Physics and Chemistry), and
was also awarded a DSc from Birmingham in
1961 and a ScD from Cambridge in 1971.

In 1940 he left school for the Indian Army. Most of the war he spent
training others in jungle warfare, not least teaching Urdu to young
English officers. He continued in the Indian Army until partition in
1947, when he transferred to the British Army as an officer in the
Royal Artillery.
In 1951 he became a Ground Liaison Officer and was sent out to
Malaya during the Emergency of the early 1950s, identifying targets
from aerial photographs and first-hand aerial reconnaissance, and
marking them for the bombers of the Australian Air Force.
He returned to England in 1957 and left the Army in 1959, becoming an
articled clerk with the solicitors Woods and Son, now Tyndallwoods. He
qualified in 1963 and was a partner in the firm until his retirement, much
valued by colleagues and secretarial staff alike.
He became a member of Edgbaston Rotary club in 1986, serving as
Chairman in 1988, and was presented with the Paul Harris Award for
his charitable work within Rotary. He was also an active member of
Moseley Golf Club, notable for the variety of things he could do with
a 7 iron when playing an evening round with only three clubs.
Above all, he was a loving family man, devotedly nursing Pam through
her last illness and an enthusiastic and committed father to Mike and
Judy, and grandfather to their four children, and living to see two
great-granddaughters.
Justin Pinkess (1965)

Brian was born in Small Heath in 1926 – a year of severe economic
depression in England. His parents later moved to Stechford where he
attended Hudson House School from where he passed the entrance
exam to KES in 1936. This was the beginning of a long association with
the school and the Old Edwardian Association.
Brian started school life at KES in the New Street building, was
evacuated when the school went to Repton in 1939, and then returned
to the Edgbaston buildings thereafter. Brian then followed his father into
the accountancy profession becoming articled to a small Birmingham
firm, Sidney Hossell & Co; Sidney Hossell was also an Old Edwardian.
His training was interrupted by National Service in the Fleet Air Arm of
the Royal Navy and he qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1950.
Brian spent most of his qualified working life in industry, with Benton
& Stone in Aston and Lichfield and afterwards as Financial Director of
Nuway in Droitwich, a company in the Wolseley Hughes group, making
gas burners for large boilers.

In the late 40s Bruce built his own
competition car, the Merton Special, using
a GN chassis with Morgan front suspension
and a speedway JAP engine. On his second
outing, he finished second and sold the car
on for a profit. In 1949, he married his wife,
June, and started his own car business,
Merton Motors, in Balsall Heath. During the
50s and 60s Bruce took a break from racing
to concentrate on his business but resumed
in the 70s and last competed at the age of
79. Bruce first joined the Vintage Sports-Car
Club (VSCC) in 1946 and later became a long
standing committee member and was elected
president from 1990-92.
Bruce was a talented driver, engineer and
businessman who will be missed by his
family, his friends and also by his forbearing
neighbours who did not always appreciate his
racing cars being tested late into the evening.
Obituary drawn from VSCC Bulletin

Once retired (in 1988) Brian was able to devote his energies to the OE
Sports Club and the OEA where he was a committee member and had
served as chairman from 1984 to 1989. His sterling support and service
to the OEA was recognised later by his appointment as Vice President.
Brian is survived by Pam, his wife for 62 years, previously a secretary at
Sidney Hossell & Co. and their two children, Murray and Helen.
A quote from his son, Murray Creed’s eulogy at his funeral: “Brian was
immensely proud of the school and the Association. Friendships were
long lasting – he just seemed to collect friends on his life path”.

Following his schooling at King Edward’s,
Eric studied at Trinity College, Cambridge.
From Cambridge he went on to a lectureship
at University College London, where he
remained for nearly 40 years, a period broken
only by visiting professorships in the United
States and Australia.
Texts of Menander do not survive to the
modern day in manuscripts. In the past 100
years, a remarkable amount of Menander has
been partially restored on papyri originating in
Egypt, and Eric Handley, with his colleagues,
turned UCL into one of the world’s greatest
centres for papyrological research and the
study of Greek comedy.
Eric Handley never forgot that academic
leadership involves training future generations
in linguistic and other skills whose survival
is always fragile. For many years his wife
Carol organised summer schools in Greek for
the Joint Association of Classical Teachers;
thousands of young students were introduced
to Greek. After his return to Cambridge
as Regius Professor in 1984, Eric Handley
continued until very near the end to give
undergraduate tuition in Greek and Latin; his
classes were a model of organisation and
attention to the needs of the individual.
He was elected a Fellow of the British
Academy in 1969, appointed CBE in 1983,
served as president of the Gilbert Murray
Trust and vice-president of the Union
Académique Internationale. He is survived
by his wife Carol, headmistress of Camden
School for girls, 1971-85.
Obituary drawn from The Times

David Corney (1957)

After leaving Cambridge, John started to
work on some applied aspects of radiation
chemistry, first in industry and later as lecturer
at Imperial College. In 1962 he moved to the
Paterson Laboratories from where he retired
in 1991. He was at the forefront of research
on biological molecules and many of these
early fundamental studies form the basis of
modern radiation chemistry. The Association
of Radiation Research awarded John the
Weiss medal in 1982.
He published two books and a large number
of technical papers, was a member of 12
professional bodies and chaired several.
He lectured in many countries in English,
French and occasionally Spanish and while
on a lecture tour in Russia, he was obliged to
leave at two hours’ notice when the British
Embassy learnt of a plot to kidnap him. John
served in the Home Guard from 1943-44
and in the 1960s he joined the Civil Defence
Corps as a Scientific Intelligence Officer and
served until the Corps was stood down
in 1968.
He travelled widely, mainly in Africa and
the Far East and visited over 60 countries.
On one occasion he hitch-hiked across the
Sahara Desert on his own, a journey on which
he grew a beard that he never then shaved
off. He owned a succession of fast sports
cars and was an accomplished painter. He
never married, but has several surviving
cousins and five godchildren.
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Alan Frederick Young (1945)
1927-2013

Kenneth J Hodgkiss (1951)
1933-2013

John Kerridge (1955)
1937-2013
Ken’s progress through
King Edward’s was on the
Classical side, under the
guidance of such stalwarts
as Eric ‘Stuffer’ Williams,
Tom Burgess and Roger
Dunt. A popular and witty
boy who loved sport,
especially soccer, and he
was in the RAF section of
the CCF.

Alan Frederick Young remembered his time at KES as a reluctant
Classicist, but a keen Army Cadet reaching the ranks of Corporal and
Platoon Commander by 1944.
By chance, recruited to the Intelligence Corps, Alan joined the
British Army the day after the Japanese surrender on 16 August 1945.
18 months learning Cantonese at the London School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) followed, before he was posted to Burma
in 1947. He later returned to SOAS to read for a BA (Hons) in
Modern Chinese.
His long and varied career included banking in Hong Kong, Saigon and
Singapore, and the Malayan Civil Service from 1953-1962 where his
posts included Assistant Secretary to the Government of the Settlement
in Penang, Superintendent of Chinese Schools in Selangor, Assistant
State Secretary in Seremban, and Under Secretary for Internal Affairs
in Johore.
Alan met and married Chong Gaik Lew in Malaya in 1959. They had two
daughters Mei Ling and Susan. After Malayan Independence the family
made an attempt to return to Alan’s roots in Birmingham. Unfortunately
this was the winter of the ‘Big Freeze’ of 1963 and family Young swiftly
decamped back to the East!
A born administrator, Alan held various administrative posts in
Singapore, Malaysia and after 1975 in the UK, eventually retiring back
to Malaysia in 1989. Gaik passed away in 2007.
Alan retained a passion for all things Chinese. He had an encyclopaedic
knowledge of the social, cultural and political history of China; the world
wars and English politics. He researched his family tree back to the
1550s. He travelled to China and the UK regularly. His short and sudden
illness whilst visiting his daughter Susan in London was a complete
shock to his family. Alan peacefully passed away at St Georges
Hospital, London with his daughters by his side.

After leaving school Ken
went to work at Lloyds
Bank for the princely sum of
£2-10s per week. The job’s
one saving grace was that
the manager was a fellow fan of Warwickshire Cricket Club and so there
was always the greatest haste in settling the day’s accounts before
decamping to Edgbaston. There followed a hugely enjoyable period
of national service, where he was commissioned as an officer in the
General Duties branch of the RAF.
In 1955 Ken married Janet Robinson and became a salesman. Initially
he worked for an American company whose policy was to move staff
every three years. Consequently Ken, Jan and their two sons, Jonathan
and Martin, enjoyed a peripatetic existence moving from Birmingham to
Yorkshire, Somerset and ultimately to his beloved Cornwall. Ken loved
Cornwall so much that he changed his job in order to avoid
further moves.
A daughter, Lindsay, was born in 1968 to complete Ken’s family. After a
few years working for other employers he set up in business on his own
and spent the last 20 years of his working life travelling around Cornwall
and Devon providing the area’s independent butchers with all that they
required to practise their trade.
In retirement he enjoyed reading, pottering in the garden, and walking,
until his gradually weakening heart no longer permitted it. In 2009 he
wrote an autobiographical paperback under the title Fire Can Jockey,
looking back 50 years with a detailed personal account of his National
Service, and his training as a fighter pilot. Towards the end of his life he
developed an addiction to Sudoku, which Jan thought unfortunate but
gave him many hours of pleasure.
He is survived by his wife, three children, three grandsons, Dylan, Daniel
and Andrew, and a great granddaughter, Freya.
Jonathan Hodgkiss (forwarded by David Ward 1952)
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John Arthur Gregory
(Staff: 1957-1965): 1933-2013
John came to KES in 1957 to join the
formidable Mathematics Department of
EV Smith, MA Porter, JC Roberts and PB
Chapman. Numbers were always fun for
John; his family and God-children often
received greetings containing an arithmetic
problem based on their age.
Before his marriage to Alison Webb in 1964,
John lived at 68 Oakfield Road, the “Luntery”,
presided over by Maurice Porter and Geoff
Sacrett. David Ganderton, Duncan Harris,
John Hamlin, Alan Morris and Alex Robinson
were among others who received their
initiation into KES life at this comfortable
establishment, just a short walk across the
playing-fields to school.

John Kerridge was one of a loose-knit group of boys who, while not actually being rebellious, did
not conform to the accepted norms of the school at that time. They were not enthusiastic about
team sports, preferred science to classics, had no ambition to become prefects, and generally did
not aspire to become part of ‘The Establishment’. Nevertheless, KES gave John the tools to think
for himself and be his own man.
John read Metallurgy at Birmingham University, and became involved in the world of vintage
sports cars. After graduation John went to work under the direction of the famous crystallographer
J.D. Bernal at Birkbeck College. His task was to analyse carbonaceous meteorites to elucidate the
mineralogy of their parent asteroids, thereby providing clues as to the conditions in which extraterrestrial life might have emerged. It was during this period that he purchased a 1926 Frazer-Nash
which had been raced extensively during the inter-war years.
Perceiving there to be greater opportunities in his field of research in the USA, John moved in
1968, firstly to the Dudley Observatory in Albany and then to the Geological Research Division of
Scripps Institution of Oceanography in San Diego. The Frazer-Nash, by now an assemblage of
parts, moved with him in a container in which it remained imprisoned for many years.
John joined Prof. Ian Kaplan’s research team at UCLA in 1973, investigating the origin of the
carbon, hydrogen and nitrogen occurring in lunar samples. They revised the theories as to the
process by which these elements came to be present and stimulated many other lines of research.
In the late 70s, John turned his attention to the organic matter in meteorites, and demonstrated
the contribution that interstellar processes played in its composition. Since this organic material
may have played a part in the origin of life on earth, this was exciting stuff, especially since the
research from this period has guided the current strategy for seeking evidence for past or present
life on Mars. John’s career as a Geo-Chemist spanned over 50 years and he held the position of
Associate Professor at London University, UCLA and UCSD.
On retirement in 1999, John at last put the Frazer-Nash back together, and for several years
enjoyed racing it on tracks all over the USA. He was a long-standing resident of Del Mar and
became a community leader, speaking out against the many environmental threats to the area
and served as an editor for the local newsletter, Sandpiper. He and his wife Carol also enjoyed
travelling in the desert areas inland, hiking in the wilderness and fishing in the mountain lakes
and streams.

Sue Young
Alan Parkin (1955)

John gave generously of his time to House
and school sports as Gifford House Tutor,
rugby referee and timekeeper at athletics
and swimming events. His National Service
in the Royal Navy had prepared him for his
contribution to the CCF RN Section which
he led when Joe Benett retired. John Hamlin
recalls the support he received from John
with KES scout camps. The writer remembers
with gratitude John’s companionship on CCF
Adventurous Training expeditions, including
one hairy traverse of Carnedd Llewelyn in a
white-out.
This whole-hearted involvement in school
life, which Bill Buttle described as “total
commitment”, typified John’s attitude to
teaching – indeed to life; always going the
extra mile.
It was this ethos that John took to Melton
Mowbray School as Head of Maths in 1965,
and later to Spalding HS where he taught until
his retirement in 1992. There in Lincolnshire,
John and Alison were much in demand as
officials at inter-school athletics meetings
and as Safety Officers with the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award expeditions. All this was
in addition to bringing up their three talented
daughters and playing very active roles in
their church and local community, manifesting
membership of the Big Society long before it
became a political mantra.
Keith Symes (1947)
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Michael Counsell (1954)
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A poem by Nguyen Du
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She was the First Apostle:
Mary Magdalene tells
her story
Publisher: CreateSpace
Independent Publishing Platform

Bernard Adams (1955)

The Inflatable Buddha.
A translation of Tövispuszta
by András Kepes
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