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There’s no need to retell the wonders in this publication – ‘Say something once, why say it

Tolkien’s unexpected journey
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again?’ as the Talking Heads once sang. So I’ll talk about the wonders that are the process of 11+
selection. As I write we are choosing the 125 boys who will be the leavers of 2020. The statistics in
themselves are striking: 700 candidates, 100 more than last year’s record, from 285 different junior
schools; 75% of the candidates come from ethnic backgrounds and over 60% have applied for an

Former Masters

Assisted Place.
However, it’s not the statistics, it’s the children we interview who really cheer us up, occasionally

Tony Trott reminisces

18

unintentionally. There’s a 10 year-old boy who has passed grade 8 piano and one who can tell
in minutest detail of the Archduke of Sarajevo. On the other hand, another boy said he had never
studied Geography, and he may be right. Some boys have only been in England for a few years.
Another lives in Halesowen but hasn’t been to Birmingham yet. Another boy thought that cars
and bikes were invented in 1500 – where is the painting of Edward VI on a tricycle and
Henry VIII in his Rolls Royce?

Archives
Archive matters
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The good news is that there have been the usual array of boys for whom this place will be a
treasure house and a refuge. And a trip to the Ruddock Performing Arts Centre all set up for Mrs
Herbert’s final West Side Story is a good way to convince them that this really is the right place.

■ John Claughton (1975)
Chief Master and President of the OEA

Bill Oddie (1960) remembers
his time at school
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A brief word from:

The Chairman
I’m now well into
my second year
as chairman and it
has been an
interesting time.
Between committee
meetings, which
have dealt with
establishing a new lease for the Old
Edwardians Sports Club, I have attended
a number of events.

Letters to
the Editor

It was interesting to see that two
blockbuster movies released just before
Christmas had both been written by
Old Edwardians, namely Lee Child’s
Jack Reacher and JRR Tolkien’s The
Hobbit. This must surely be a unique
achievement for any school.
The London Dinner, was well attended
and there was a good turn out from some
of the younger OEs that now live and
work in London.
The highlight of recent months must
be the performance of West Side
Story in the Ruddock Hall, which was
transformed into an amazing theatre.
A brilliant show with some fabulous
performances. When you witness a
show like that you know the school
is on the right track.

Dear Editor,
Thank you for the Insight recently received.
I look forward to future numbers.

Dear Editor,
Flattered as I am to be confused with a
former Bache Trophy Winner who was one
of the best fly halves the school has ever
produced, may I point out that the photo,
(in the 2012 Gazette on page 28 top right),

of the 2011 London Old Eds Dinner is
incorrectly captioned. The Old Edwardian on
the extreme left is not in fact Andy Packham,
for it is me, or as Mr Parry would have me
write in my 1956 CL.U.M. days, it is I.
Geoffrey H Taylor (1961)

Dear Editor,
Reading about the exploits of alumni in the
Gazette and seeing names of staff that
I remember, I recall my own fairly conventional
years from 1946 with Mr Copland (Coco) in
Remove C to 1953 with E.V. Smith (Eva) in
Upper Maths Sixth.

This copy, or rather, the picture of the Royal
Visit on p10, brought back several memories.
We returned to school after the holidays to
find that a section of the upper corridor,
from Big School to the gym staircase, had
been beautifully repainted, but nowhere
else. We were also puzzled to find that the
school calendar was not issued to us.
The latter was a considerable inconvenience.
All was revealed when the Royal Visit to
Birmingham was finally announced, and
we duly got our calendars.

I could go on, but maybe someone else might
contribute to “I remember”.

On the day, the boys were herded into the
right-hand half of Big School, and then the
girls were brought in to fill the left-hand half,
carefully kept away from us! At one point,
we were all told to turn inwards as the Royal
group left, but that we would not receive
any instruction to do this. At that precise
moment, the cadet commanding the guard of
honour gave the order “Right turn!” we all fell
about laughing. A little later, Dr Willis Grant,
Director of Music, came in and went through
us and up onto the stage. He was wearing
the full dress robes of a Doctor of Music
from Durham - pale lilac and pink brocade.
You can imagine the cheer from all the pupils
in the hall. To his everlasting credit, Willis
beamed down at us, and then dropped a
perfect curtsey. More cheers!

Mike James (1953)

Tony Tottle (1960)

An unexpected holiday!

Of course, some events stick in my mind.
I remember the day when we turned up at
Park Vale to be informed by a prefect that
■ John Wheatley (1969)
Chairman of the OEA

Her Majesty’s
visit to KES
in 1955

A case of mistaken identity

The inaugural Tolkien Lecture, delivered
most ably by Jonathan Coe in the new
Ruddock Performing Arts Centre, was
well attended by parents, pupils, staff
and Old Edwardians and what a pleasure
it was to be there.
Our guest speaker at the Biennial Dinner
was Lord Tony Hall, the current boss of
the Royal Opera House. Little did we
know he was shortly to be appointed to
one of the most difficult jobs in the UK,
Director General of the BBC. I would like
to wish him well on behalf of us all in this
most demanding role. He will, I hope,
come to another OE dinner to speak
about his new role.
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there would be no school today because a
delayed action bomb had been found in
Edgbaston Park Road. An unexpected holiday!
I also remember a conversation when, in an
evening, groups of boys set up interesting
experiments to entertain visiting parents.

Dear Editor,
Your summer 2012 issue contained an
article, ‘The Queen’s Golden OEs’, which
described elements of Her Majesty’s visit
to KES in 1955. It brought back happy, if
slightly embarrassed memories of the royal
visit that day, when I was a member of the
RAF cadet guard of honour. The Duke of
Edinburgh noticed the marksman badge
on my uniform and asked, “What do you
shoot?”. I stutteringly replied, “303 and 22,
Sir” but from the expression on his face I had
the distinct impression he was thinking more
along the lines of pheasants or grouse than
calibre of guns.
I was also delighted with the article as I had
not come across Mr Trott’s (‘Piggy’ to some

of us less polite members of his A level
English class) book No Place for Fop or Idler,
which I will now endeavour to find on Amazon
or some similar site.
Thanks for the memories, which add to those
gained in a fifty year class visit last year.
Richard Butler (1961)

If you would like to share your memories
of King Edward’s, respond to anything you
read in this Gazette or have an idea for
a story for the next Gazette, contact the
editor at: editor@kes.org.uk or by post to:
The Editor, Development & OEA Office,
King Edward’s School, Edgbaston Park
Road, Birmingham B15 2UA
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1 Careers Day, January 2012
Old Edwardians from a variety of professions talked to fifth
form boys about their careers as part of this annual event.
2 Cambridge Lecture & Drinks, March 2012
Over 40 Old Edwardians and current students gathered at
St. John’s College, Cambridge for a lecture by Professor of
History and Public Policy, Simon Szreter (1975), on sixteenth
century royal projects and today’s most urgent international
development debates.
3 Diamond and Golden Anniversary Reunion, March 2012
The classes of 1952 and 1962 returned to school for lunch,
a talk from the archivist about the history of the school and
tea in the Chief Master’s study.

Events:
a year in
pictures
1

5

Forthcoming OE events
Get together with friends and classmates, visit school and rekindle
childhood memories or simply join us for a drink. To find out more
about any of our events visit: www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/events,
email: oldeds@kes.org.uk or tel: 0121 415 6050.
Event invitations are usually sent by email – update your details at:
www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/mykes to make sure you don’t miss out.

2

4 Year Group Reunion, June 2012

Tolkien Lecture Series,
Thursday 6 June 2013

Almost 100 Old Edwardians from the classes of 1972, 1982,
1992 and 2002 returned to school for a drinks reception and
dinner in Big School.
5 Biennial Dinner, October 2012
Over 180 Old Edwardians ranging from the class of 1939
to 2009 enjoyed a black tie dinner in Big School. Lord Hall,
the new Director General of the BBC, was this year’s
guest speaker.

6
3

6 London Dinner, November 2012
The speaker at the 2012 London Dinner was Chris Evans (1986),
Assistant Editor for News at the Daily Telegraph. Over 80 Old
Edwardians living in and around London attended the drinks
reception and dinner.

The second academic lecture in the
series will be given by Andrew
Graham-Dixon, one of the leading art
critics and presenters of arts television in
the English-speaking world. The lecture
will be held in the Ruddock Hall and be
followed by a drinks reception.

Year Group Reunion –
1973, 1983, 1993 and 2003,
Saturday 15 June 2013
An opportunity to revisit the school and
catch up with old friends over dinner.

London Drinks at the
V & A Museum,
Tuesday 18 June 2013
A private viewing of the upcoming David
Bowie is exhibition followed by a drinks
reception in the Ruddock Gallery.

7 Festive Drinks in the German Market, December 2012

Old Edwardians AGM,
Wednesday 19 June 2013

Over 80 Old Edwardians enjoyed a drink and catch up at this
annual festive event.
8 Farewell to the Gun Barrels, January 2013

07

7

Over 225 Old Edwardians from both KES and KEHS enjoyed
a ‘last drink’ at the Gun Barrels, which will be closing in 2013.

All Old Edwardians are welcome to attend
the AGM and enjoy a buffet lunch.

Jazz Concert, Sunday
30 June 2013
An evening jazz concert in the Ruddock
Hall followed by a drinks reception. The
concert will feature the KES Swing Band
and Joe Thompson (1983), Pianist at the
Ivy Cub, London.

4

8

Sports Dinner, Saturday
14 September 2013
An opportunity to meet up with old
sporting friends over dinner, preceded by a
hockey match to mark the official opening
of the new hockey pavilion and pitch.

▼

Album cover shoot for Aladdin Sane, 1973
Design by Brian Duffy and Celia Philo, make up by
Pierre La Roche. Photograph by Brian Duffy
© Duffy Archive
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New
developments
on course
for September
opening

School news

09

Round-up from the School Captain
1

2

Following the completion of the Ruddock
Performing Arts Centre, which opened last
year, two new facilities are currently under
construction at King Edward’s. The old
1950s science labs were demolished last
year and building work is underway for a
new modern languages and science
building and sixth form centre in their
place, partly funded by a generous
donation from Andrew Brode (1959).

3

Whilst across the Bristol Road, a new hockey
astro pitch and pavilion is under construction.
This will be the first time King Edward’s has
had its own pitch, at a time when school
hockey is going from strength to strength –
last year the U13 hockey team reached the
national finals for the first time. It is hoped
both facilities will be completed for the start
of the next academic year.

1: Ed Burns,
School Captain.

5

2: The 1st XV
rugby team.
3: Andrew Macarthur,
Jimi Oluwole and
Ravin Jain: the 45
point IB scorers.

4

4: The cast of
Into the Woods.

Outstanding year for Oxford and Cambridge
The Sixth Form boys have received an
outstanding number of offers to start at
Oxford and Cambridge in September 2013.

to have gained so many offers for Medicine,
the toughest course for entry with a one in
eight chance of being made an offer.

15 boys received offers from Oxford and nine
from Cambridge, the second highest number
of offers in the last decade. Of the 24 offers,
eight are for Medicine (pictured left), the best
number in over a decade, three for Modern
Languages and the remainder range from
Classics to Veterinary Science.

“The boys themselves have worked
exceptionally hard in preparation for the
entry tests and the very demanding
interview procedure. We also believe that
the IB Diploma, which the school offers now
instead of A Levels, provides a stimulating
and intellectual challenge for these very
bright boys.”

“For this generation of boys, such results are
truly exceptional,” said John Claughton, Chief
Master. “It has never been harder to get into
Oxford and Cambridge as applications grow
for these world-class universities and our
boys are proving that they can compete in
that global context. We are particularly thrilled

This news follows a record number of
applications to sit the 11+ entrance exam.
Over 700 boys from over 280 different junior
schools sat the exam in January, in the hope
of gaining one of the 125 places on offer
in Shells.

5: The Symphony
Orchestra open
the Performing
Arts Centre.

Every year at this school is so full of activity
that it is difficult to summarise, but I will
attempt to nonetheless. As ever, the school
was extremely successful in many areas, and
I will list some of the major achievements.

GCSEs, and overall 57.4% of entries resulted
in A* grades, a sign of good things to come in
the school’s future.

Perhaps the biggest news of 2012 is that
the first year group to do the International
Baccalaureate took their exams. The results
were fantastic, with three boys gaining the full
45 points, a further seven obtaining 44 points,

In sport, the 1st XV had a very good year,
winning 16 of their 26 matches and getting to
the Daily Mail Vase quarter-final. The hockey
team won the county championship and
were within one game of making the national
finals. The weather put a stop to many of
the summer sports, in particular cricket and

and a third of the year achieving 40 points or
more, equivalent to four A*s at A-level. This
success resulted in 20 boys being accepted
into Oxbridge last year. Further down the
school, 21 boys achieved 10 A*s in their

athletics, but the water polo under 16 team
came second in the country by one goal, and
the senior tennis team are still in the 2012-13
national competition, capping off a great year
for King Edward’s sport.

The Sir Paul and Lady Ruddock Performing
Arts Centre was also opened in 2012. There
have already been memorable performances
in there, including the summer and Christmas
concerts. The senior play was Into The
Woods, and the junior play was 13 Mathering
End. Both of these were great successes,
as were the syndicate play, Footloose, and
A Clockwork Orange, put on after exams.
The happenings of this school have been,
as usual, extremely diverse, but success is
continuing to be achieved on all fronts, and
will continue to be achieved in the future.
Ed Burns
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“Generally speaking,
people love to tell stories
about how awful school
was and what terrible
masters they had. I used
to feel quite embarrassed
because, I’m really sorry,
but I loved it! I’ve always
said that and I always
will because it was true.
It was absolutely
everything to me.”
2

1: Victory over
Bromsgrove in the
1958-9 season. Bill
Oddie is second
from the right.
2: Bill (centre) on a
CCF expedition to
BOAR Minden in
April 1958.

Bill, who was at King Edward’s
from 1954 to 1960, talks about his
time at school and the influence it
had on him.

First day…

should be of course. He used to put all those
voices on for the medieval text and I used
to say: “Sir, how do you know they actually
sounded like that? You’re just making that
up.” Medieval people all sounded like they
came from Yorkshire.

The most important part of my very first day

Sport…

of school was like something out of a Boy’s

The sport side of things was very important

Own comic. We were on the parade ground

to me. Unfortunately, it wasn’t what I would

playing football. The ball raced away, so I

call a golden era, my infamy was that I was

ran for the ball and somebody else did but

the rugby captain who lost the Siviter-Smith

I got there first. It was like the whole thing

Cup to Bromsgrove. I was on the team that

went into slow motion and people were going

won it once but when I took over as captain

“Oooh, what happened?”. I had just beaten

we lost, not by much though… you’ve got to

the school sprint champion to the ball! Mick

lose some day!

still do. This is the opportunity for some of the

Societies…

and call themselves ‘colonel’.

Jones – don’t think I ever beat him again.

Teachers…

CCF…
Daft things like the CCF are ripe for being
sent up rotten. I mean we did at the time and
masters to pretend to be soldiers, dress up

I doubt whether there was ever a day when

The only time I can remember really having

I went home at the end of a school day. I was

I stupidly managed to get myself in the

fun in lessons would have been something

always at some sport practice or what I really

army bit, one of those areas that with any

like Mr Trott’s or Mr Hutton’s English lessons.

liked was the various societies. I went to jazz

luck you’ll have a few horror stories about –

I don’t think it’s a coincidence that they’re the

club, a Shakespeare club, which I enjoyed

I’ll never forget being bitten to buggery by

sort of people who were interesting to talk

rather more than studying it, and Natural

horseflies in Pembrokeshire.

to anyway and they were as interested in the

History Club – I was secretary of that. There

people they were teaching.

was a hell of a lot going on! If you went away

By an extraordinary chain of accidents,

to a weekend retreat and looked at the list of

I found myself in charge of putting the orders

Pat Hutton was like a David Attenborough

things on offer, you’d be pushed to combat

up one Friday afternoon. I put up joke orders,

figure and Mr Trott was everything a teacher

what went on at KES most of the time.

not terribly witty, but H-bomb training and all
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1: Bill (left) in ‘Let’s
Face It’.
2: With Robert Duval
in the Cartland
Room in 1959.

34

3: Bill Oddie - a face
from ‘Let’s Face It’.

Many thanks to Roger
Wilkins (1959) for use of
his archive photographs.
The full collection of his
photographs titled ‘King
Edward’s School:
A Memoir 1957-59’
can be viewed via:
www.oldeds.kes.org.
uk/wilkins

this nonsense. Funnily enough I got hauled

remember a word of the song but the title

over the coals and was drummed out of the

was “Brit on Broadway”. It wasn’t insulting

British Army – Edgbaston branch. Which

but he took it in good grace.

was rather good actually as by then I’d

Love…

that the public or somebody from school at

My first proper girlfriend went to the school

a later stage wanted to think that I may have

next door. She was a Netball Captain and I

done something wacky when I was at

think she became Head Girl but she was a

school rather than just getting into trouble.

realised one of the options was voluntary

The other was about a coffee bar called the

year younger than me and when I went off

I didn’t and yet I’ve got to the stage where

art, so I hurled away my rifle and did at

El Sombrero on Bristol Road. This may be

to university she got together with the Head

I’ve actually wondered whether I did, but

least one year of that.

hard for any youngsters to conceive but

Boy from KES. But then she came up to

the coffee bar, which was actually no more

I’m afraid not!

Cambridge, so we got back together, and

sinister than Starbucks, was considered to be

then he came up to Cambridge and that

I was there for two revues. The first,

a den of iniquity. It was suddenly announced

screwed it up basically.

organised by Nat Joseph, I played a

in assembly one morning the El Sombrero

relatively small part in and it was very

was banned! What?! It’s a coffee bar! You get

But here’s an extraordinary truth, only

successful. Two years later I asked the

a frothy coffee and a donut!

about two years ago I was on the train to

Revues…

The impact of King
Edward’s…
I would honestly say I thank King Edward’s as
much as any other aspect in my life, without a

Birmingham and this guy came up to me and

doubt. It gave me somewhere to belong. It gave

It was called ‘Let’s Face It’ and I wrote this

However, it was dark in there and my riposte

went “Are you…?” and yeah… it turned out to

me something to do all the time, on all aspects.

one, words, music and sketches and a

was to write a song claiming that creative

be the fella that she went out with. They got

I’ve always said and I’ll stick to it, it really gave

thought flourishes best nocturnally, ending

married, had two kids, and were still happily

me everything, not least the fact that I can go

with the cutting couplet:

together, which I thought was lovely. I said:

away and forever more, when anyone talks

“Well honestly, you lucky man, you couldn’t

about school, say: “well I love my school”.

Chief Master whether we could do it again.

guy called Robin Duval directed it. It was
a really good cast and we made the show
fairly non-parochial. I guess I was already

Inspiration’s on the boom

getting into whatever the comedy was of

In Sombrero’s constant gloom

the day, some of the satirical comedy from

Cos it’s night in there all through the

that time.

ruddy day!

I remember two items that were about

Very satirical you see. It was great to be able

school. One was that the Chief Master

to do things like the revue and it obviously

had been to America on some sort of

led me to do what I ended up doing for a

It’s absolutely untrue. It’s extraordinary! I have

memories. I have nothing but praise for the

educational expedition and I can’t

long time.

heard this several times and I can only think

place, I really don’t. O

have had a better girlfriend”. Because she
was lovely, absolutely lovely.

But of course, the thing I regret is having

Directing traffic from
Edgbaston Park Road
through the school…

been there during the girl-less era, because
you actually walk backwards and forwards
and things like that now. They’re good
memories, interesting memories, they’re fond

“It was great to be able to
do things like the revue
and it obviously led me to
do what I ended up doing
for a long time.”

14

Feature

Feature

The
Inaugural
Tolkien
Lecture:
From Bag End to
The Rotters’ Club
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In November 2012, Jonathan Coe
(1979) returned to King Edward’s
to deliver the inaugural Tolkien
Lecture to a packed auditorium.
Jonathan’s talk titled From Bag
End to The Rotters’ Club (and
Beyond) covered J.R.R Tolkien,
Jonathan’s literary influences, his
own novel The Rotters’ Club and
his experience of doubt as an
author, and the future of literature.
The following extract is the
conclusion of Jonathan’s talk.

to immerse themselves in an alternative

A writer, in other words, is like a tightrope-

vision of life which is personal, focused,

walker. You should not look down, or you will

and measured; the reading of which, over

stumble, and fall. And so, from now on, this

a number of hours and a number of days,

will be my mantra: Away with scepticism!

will provide an imaginative continuity which

No more doubt!

A final argument for the continued

and the reading public has clearly endorsed

existence of the novel – and to me, one

– was the opposite of all that. The second

of the most compelling. Our current way

volume in Hilary Mantel’s vast, magisterial

of life, the speed with which we have

historical trilogy: a book which seeks to

embraced new technologies, our

recreate the intrigues of political life more

dependence on the internet – all of these

than four hundred years ago, and reflect upon

things, I believe, are doing strange things

them in a way which is cool, unhurried, and

to our powers of concentration.

has the sense of detachment and perspective

few other experiences, or indeed art forms,
can afford us nowadays.
How interesting that this year’s Booker Prize

... At least ... I think that’s what I mean
to say ...O

judges chose, for their shortlist, an unusual
number of books of exactly the sort I was
talking about earlier: modernist, experimental,
oblique, self-questioning; books which very
much mirror our modern, fractured ways of
processing everyday reality.
But in the end, the book the judges chose –

which only historical hindsight can allow.
A book which in some ways is quite

“No one ever took The
Lord of the Rings back to
the bookshop and asked
for their money back
because they couldn’t
find Rivendell on an
Ordnance Survey Map.”

Tolkienesque, in its scale and ambition.
I don’t catch much sense of doubt, or
modernistic neurosis, in Hilary Mantel’s
approach to this project. Indeed, how
refreshing it was to hear her on the radio, the
day after she won her second Booker prize,
saying that she was not especially fazed by
the weight of expectation now hanging over
the third volume, but that she felt confident
she could ‘carry it off in style’. At last! An
English writer with no sense of doubt!
And so, from now on, I will try to learn from

We are becoming better and better at

her example. What readers want from a novel,

absorbing quick, separate nuggets of

after all, is illusion: they have paid to be told a

information, simultaneously, from many

story, not to read a text book. They don’t care

different sources: but our ability to analyse

whether it is true or not – in fact they want it

and synthesise them, to dwell on them, is

not to be true. No one ever took The Lord of

perhaps starting to suffer. We are becoming

the Rings back to the bookshop and asked

quicker, and more proactive; but we are

for their money back because they couldn’t

becoming less reflective – we don’t have the

find Rivendell on an Ordnance Survey

leisure to contemplate any more, and online,

Map. Readers come to fiction to be duped,

on television, even in our social lives, there is

bamboozled and transported – whether it

a rush towards everything: a rush for news,

is into the mind of Molly Bloom, or into the

a rush for information and, perhaps most

tunnels deep under the Misty Mountains.

dangerously of all, a rush for judgment.

Cynicism and uncertainty are the enemies
of fiction; conviction, self-belief and an

The novel can reflect that: it can also provide

unwavering strength of imagination are what

an antidote to it. What the twenty-first century

the writer needs instead, and what Tolkien

novel can provide for its readers is the chance

had in abundance.

The Rotters’ Club
Set in the fictional King William’s School,
a thinly-disguised version of King
Edward’s, The Rotters’ Club is a highly
autobiographical look at the lives of
adolescent schoolchildren in the 1970s.
Jonathan Coe’s tale of Benjamin Trotter
and his friends’ coming of age is a
heartfelt celebration of the joys and
agonies of growing up. Featuring, among
other things, IRA bombs, prog rock, punk
rock, bad poetry, first love, love on the
side, prefects, detention, a few bottles
of Blue Nun, lots of brown wallpaper,
industrial strife, and divine intervention in
the form of a pair of swimming trunks.
Set against the backdrop of the decade’s
class struggles, packed with thwarted
romance and furtive sex, The Rotters’
Club is for anyone who ever experienced
adolescence the hard way.
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Tolkien’s

unexpected

A Tolkien
discovery

journey

A modest note in the Old
Edwardians’ Gazette of
December 1937 records the
recent publication of “a book
for the young”. Priced 7s 6d,
it seemed rather expensive
compared with other OE-authored
listings, though it did carry
illustrations. The book also went
on to sell rather more copies
than Six Liberal Thinkers by A.M.
Coleman or even The Challenge
of the North-West Frontier by
C. F. Andrews. Over 1OO million
copies to be exact. This book
was The Hobbit, and the rest,
we may say, is history.

We are quite familiar now with the mutation
of ‘children’s literature’, such as Harry
Potter, into adult fictional cults. The latest
offering in Peter Jackson’s series of Tolkien
film-adaptations appears to want to do the
same for The Hobbit. But there is no question
that, as the 1937 Gazette advertised, the tale
was explicitly conceived and written as a
children’s book, originally in instalments,
as a bedtime story for Tolkien’s young family.
Jackson is now working back from The
Lord of the Rings trilogy of films to the
younger Hobbit work, and with much stylistic
back-carrying. Funnily enough Tolkien did
this too, though much more instrumentally,
with a Second Edition of The Hobbit in 1951.
In the course of aligning the grand mythology
developed in The Lord of the Rings and in
revising his ideas about children’s literature
altogether, Tolkien had become highly critical
of certain aspects of the original Hobbit.

The demands of the much darker Lord
of the Rings, meant in the case of the
fifth chapter, ‘Riddles in the Dark’, Tolkien
completely rewrote, with remarkable
retrospectivity, Gollum’s precise
motivations and Bilbo’s now supposedly
partly false account of things. Dark
suggestions concerning the ring’s effects
are now clearly present, without destroying
the lightness and essentially carefree
adventurous quality of the original quest’s
tone and course – at least for the first twothirds of that course.
In truth, in style Jackson’s treatment
is rarely anywhere near genuinely
Tolkienian, more often crude Hollywood
and sometimes purely so. The portrayal
of Gollum, however, is notably authentic
and I challenge any viewer not to find the
best scene by far to be the single moment
featuring Andy Serkis, once again,

as the deformed and voracious creature that
was once a hobbit too. For here, there is a
genuinely dramatic quality to the performance
capture of Serkis’ verbal death-game with a
terrified Martin Freeman (Bilbo). The scene
grips utterly, almost by the neck: just like the
rubbery strength of Gollum’s own miniature
but ferocious grasp.
For now, I will postpone other judgements
of the film and end with another KES
connection. It was pre-eminent Tolkien
scholar and OE, Tom Shippey (1960),
who first spotted that Tolkien might have
referenced the final verse of the school song:
Oftentimes defeat is splendid... This comes
with Bilbo’s dismay in battle near the end
of the quest. Bilbo says, “I have always
understood defeat may be glorious”, but
the prospect of it seems “very uncomfortable,
not to say distressing”. I think I can
elaborate on this minor KES literary-debt,

having found sly Tolkien references to
our inimitable anthem in other places too.
But for a fuller discussion of these, just as
for the remaining instalments of the filmed
Hobbit, we will have to wait. O
Simon Stacey
English Department

The Hobbit
Dustcover of the
first edition of The
Hobbit, published
in September 1937,
taken from a design
by Tolkien.

Many
photographs
taken of Tolkien
during his time
at King Edward’s
belong to the
Tolkien Trust and
until recently
the Foundation
Archive had just one photograph of the
young Tolkien in its collection.
Whilst searching for material for the
First World War centenary, a second
school photograph of Tolkien was
uncovered. The image, taken in April
1907, shows the recently formed KES
Cadet Corps, following an inspection
by Field-Marshal Earl Roberts. The
Chronicle, April 1907, records:
Loud cheers in the street announced the
arrival of Earl Roberts, who immediately
proceeded to the playground and there
inspected the warriors-to-be; these, we
believe, showed to great advantage in
their (somewhat painfully) new uniforms.
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4

Tony Trott

1

Tony Trott, who taught English
from 1950 to 1989, talks about his
time at King Edward’s and how he
keeps himself busy in retirement.

Motivation to teach
I thought I ought to do something which
I thought to be useful. I’ve been asked

Discipline
Discipline was never a problem for me. When
you’re small as I am, you can’t afford to chuck
your weight around because you just make
yourself look a twit. The way you can always
win is to be smarter than the boys. Some gift
for repartee and irony is essential I think, and
I’d got it and I knew it. I could be quite fast on
the draw in that respect.

recently how it could come about that as a
member of the Labour Party I could teach in
what is often seen as a ‘posh’ school such as
King Edward’s – a good question! I wanted
to teach at a school which was academic
because that was how I felt myself to be.

2

It was as simple as that. I was here for two
years before I became head of department.
I was young for that job, just 26 in fact, but
I was given a great deal of support from
senior colleagues in the Common Room.

Style of teaching
My natural way of explaining things is ironic,
not deliberately but because it’s just the
way I think. Explaining things in a way which

3

Another job I applied
for, the headmaster there
said, “Are you in for
anywhere else?” I said,
“King Edward’s”. He said,
“If they offer it to you,
take it. It’s a much better
place than this.” Which I
thought was very decent.

implies there’s another way of looking at it.
The boys had never really come across this
very much, so they thought I was a bit of a
whizz, a laugh a line. It wasn’t true really,
it was just the way I taught. So it meant I went
down rather well, certainly with the sixth form.
I always worked on the principle that the first
requirement of a teacher is really knowing
what you’re talking about, and I think I did.
And that means not having one view
on something.
One of the greatest compliments ever paid to
me was by the son of one of my colleagues
at school, a clever chap whom I taught quite
a bit. He told his father after he left that he
thought I was the only master who ever
listened to what boys said. I think it must
have been a bit of an act because I don’t
think I always listened but I must have
given the impression I did.

Drama and directing
The first real personal highlight was when
I took over producing the school plays.
The first was Richard III, which my
predecessor had selected before he left.
That was hard work because it’s a very
long play but it wasn’t too bad.
The next year I did Murder in the Cathedral,
which really went down well and that’s when
I made my name if you can put it that way.
It’s a magnificent play; very interesting and
it needs thinking about. I had a splendid
chap to do Beckett, John Evans, who is now
Professor Sir John Grimley Evans (1955).
He was very clever, a scientist of course,
so I didn’t teach him but he could do anything
and had the right appearance for the part,

very tall and ascetic looking. The other great
success was the chorus. We had no girls in
those days of course but I treated it as
a musical chorus with soprano, alto, tenor,
bass and it worked. Paradoxically, I did the
same play about 14 years later and by that
time we’d got girls, but the girls chorus
I thought was not as good, just because it
didn’t have the vocal range as there were
no deeper voices, and these made an
immense difference.

Cricket
I played a lot of cricket in Cambridge and
club cricket in London, so I got involved with
helping to run the 2nd XI. I enjoyed doing it,
taking the nets and practices and, up to a
point, going away with teams. The umpiring
routine gets a bit of a drag as you get older
and it’s frustrating when you’re younger
because you just want to take the bat out
of their hands and bat yourself.

Life after King Edward’s
The first few years after I retired my mother
came to live with us because she was too old
to go on living on her own in London. That
kept me pretty busy because my wife, Doris,
was still teaching at KEHS. My mother died in
1992, which was the same year as my book,
No Place for Fop or Idler appeared.
After that I became a Samaritan volunteer.
A friend of ours was a Samaritan and we
heard a bit about it from her. It sounded as

if it was an interesting thing to do and an
important thing to do so I had a go and I’ve
been a Samaritan ever since, it’s been nearly
20 years since I went on shift for the first time.

5

I had a phase of writing poetry, which
I stopped because my friend from Cambridge
had been writing poetry on and off all his life
and once he retired he really went in for it
and his work is just so good, so mature and
technically finished. I thought this is not what
I ought to be doing, I can’t compete and
I gave up.
I tend to read history more than anything else
these days. You can’t do English effectively
without picking up a lot of history on the
way and this has happened to me. Poetry
nowadays is quite interesting, more so than
a lot of the novels are, or the few that I’ve
read – apart from those by my friends, which
are interesting because they’re written by
people I know.
I think one of the things that’s worth saying
is that of the friends I have now in my 80s, I
have two friends still alive from my own time
at school, two from my time at Cambridge
and pretty much all the rest of the people
who I am friendly with are people from King
Edward’s whom I have taught or have been
colleagues, which says a lot about my
time here. O

1: Tony Trott in action at a rehearsal of
The Playboy of the Western World, the
end of year play in 1978.
2: Tony Trott taking an English class.
3: The programme for Murder in
the Cathedral.
4: Tony Trott (centre) and a group of
senior masters bid farewell to the
Quiet Room in 1987.
5: Tony Trott in 2013.
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Archive matters
Although Benson decided not to take the
role, his visit to the school in 1883 as the new

An Old
Edwardian
of reverence

Archbishop of Canterbury was a momentous
occasion. An article in the Chronicle of March

A poem from the past

1884 captures the excitement:
Thursday December 13th 1883 will long
be remembered by old and present

For each Archive matters we will be including an anecdote from the Chronicle or
Gazette of a century ago. One hundred years is a long time; certainly in the life of a
school. That said, the selection for this edition from the Chronicle of May 1913 illustrates
how sometimes very little changes over time!

Edwardians as a red-letter day. Old boys
met once again their most distinguished

Edward White Benson (1848),

schoolfellow, while we had an opportunity

Archbishop of Canterbury 1883-1896

of welcoming the Primate of England in the

As Justin Welby becomes the 105th

[Big School] and in expressing in hearty

Archbishop of Canterbury, it is perhaps

cheers the pride we feel in him, and our

timely to remind ourselves of the

joy at the honour that has been conferred

distinguished career of Old Edwardian,

upon him and upon our school.

Edward White Benson.

very room in which he had been educated

On the eventful day we assembled at

Born in 1829, Benson left King Edward’s

half-past eleven…soon after twelve the

School for Trinity College, Cambridge in

doors of the big schoolroom were thrown

1848. He began his career as a schoolmaster

open; the porter announced that “the

at Rugby School in 1852, and was ordained

Archbishop was coming;” all the boys

deacon and then priest in 1857. In 1859,

stood up, and, as soon as his Grace and

Prince Albert chose Benson to be the first

the procession entered, cheered lustily

headmaster of Wellington College, Berkshire,

and clapped their hands.

which had been built as a memorial to
the Duke of Wellington. Benson served as
Chancellor of Lincoln Cathedral from 1872
until 1882 when he became first Bishop of
Truro. He founded Truro High School for Girls
in 1880 before being appointed Archbishop
of Canterbury in 1883.

In a speech, at once humorous and full
of kindly advice, he thanked the boys for

The Archbishop proceeded
to open the school’s new
gymnasium and commented
that the noble building was
an improvement on the
loose gravel on which he
and his friends had fought
many a good fight!

the welcome they had given him. It was a
keen pleasure to him to be once again in

friends had fought many a good fight! He

the dear old building where he had learned

urged pupils not to use the new facility to

so many useful lessons and made such

develop their prowess in such a barbarous

fast friendships; to see again the lines of

manner. They should, he suggested, use

Interestingly, three years after Benson started

those old roofs and corridors which had

at Wellington, he seriously considered a

first given him and many others the love

return to King Edward’s School as Chief

of architecture. He ever had been, and

Master. In a letter of 1862, he wrote:

ever should be a devoted member of King
Edward’s School; devoted to those who

Barry gone to Cheltenham!

taught him, devoted to those with whom

Gifford has resigned –

school itself, which had been to him, for

the gym to become Greek statues, “each
member of King Edward’s School was to
grow into an Apollo Belvedere, to have all the
beauty and none of the misfortunes of the
dying gladiator”.

Out of the way for Birmingham.

he had played and talked, devoted to the

But I can’t make up my mind.

at least a few minutes every day, a church

Berks versus Brummagem.

been the great teacher of his own life.

of Nine Lessons and Carols, an order first

Rosy-cheek’d babes versus pasty faces.

The Archbishop proceeded to open the

1880. Considerably revised by Eric Milner

school’s new gymnasium and commented

White for King’s College Cambridge, this

that the noble building was an improvement

service is now used every Christmas around

on the loose gravel on which he and his

the world.

as well as a school, and which he felt had

£500 versus £2500 per annum.
The school my bantling versus
The School our mother.

Lord Derby versus the Rev. Miller.

An appeal for
First World War
memorabilia

Edward White Benson remained Archbishop
of Canterbury until his death in 1896. Benson
is best remembered for devising the Festival
used in Truro Cathedral on Christmas Eve,

Was your grandfather or great grandfather a
boy at KES? Do you have a collection of his
diaries or letters from 1914-1918, his medals,
or a photo with a story behind it?
The school is planning an exhibition to
commemorate the centenary of the outbreak
of the First World War, and is appealing for
memorabilia to display. Each individual story,
that otherwise might never be told outside the
family, is essential to creating a meaningful
exhibition, which will tell the story of King
Edward’s School at War. Photographs, letters,
diaries and artefacts can easily be digitised,
which saves precious memorabilia from being
lost and protects them for future use
by schoolboys, genealogists and historians.
Should you have any family treasures from
1914-18, which you would be happy to
share with the school, please contact the
Foundation Archivist, Alison Wheatley, at:
aw@kes.org.uk or tel: 0121 472 1147.
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career in magazines and newspapers, which

The Editor

Decanter. My wine knowledge was still
fairly basic, but I always considered myself

The

wine
industry

an editor rather than a wine critic – my job
was to render the verdicts and insights of
true experts accessible to an engaged but
amateur audience – a demographic in which
I counted myself. I remember thinking at the
time, though, that there were worse sectors
to immerse oneself in – and so it proved.
France, Italy, Spain, Australia, Argentina, Chile

“Wine is a fascinating
subject – a mixture
of people and place,
tradition and innovation,
with a global resonance.
And yes, there were one
or two perks – not just of
a liquid form.”

and California are all pretty nice spots to have
to take in in the course of duty – I even met
my wife in the latter.
I didn’t pick a career in wine. Like most

Each edition we will be highlighting an industry in
which Old Edwardians are forging careers. In this
edition James Booth (1991), Ben Jones (1996) and
Guy Woodward (1991) write about their different
roles in the wine industry.

European Sales &
Grands Crus Manager

eventually led me to the wine magazine

was guaranteed to elicit a lively response.
The downside is that I’ve become a complete

students, my university days hadn’t focused

It’s a role that also led to exposure in a

on connoisseurship of one particular form

wider media, be it in the broadsheets or on

control freak when it comes to the choice of

of alcohol over another. Manchester was

TV or radio – from This Morning with Holly

wine on such occasions.

generally a beer-focused environment, which

Willoughby to the Today programme with

suited a student budget, and while I was

James Naughtie (both set up via other Old

Now, after almost 10 years at Decanter,

a member of the university wine society,

Eds, I should add).

I’m branching out to edit Food and Travel
magazine. I’m sure you can understand the

meetings seemed to focus more on quantity
than quality.

The most rewarding aspect of wine, though,

appeal – though I’m not sure my waistline will

is that most people are interested in it. At

thank me.

After doing a post-graduate course in

dinner parties, when the “What do you do?”

journalism in London, I pursued an editing

question gets asked, “I edit a wine magazine”

Guy Woodward (1991)

So what is it I do exactly? My official title

get a proper job”. So I applied to various

Seven years on, NGW exclusively represents

roughly translates as: European Sales

merchant banks and accepted a job in

in the UK circa 30 leading producers from

Corporate Finance with Flemings.

around the world. Our customers include

Manager and Grands Crus Manager.

Managing Director

many of the best known wine retailers, the

However, like a lot of people in the wine trade,
I end up doing a bit of everything. So this

Early on in the world of work, three friends

four luxury department stores, two of the

It’s funny – I love working in the wine trade,

week, my focus has been on planning a trip

and I set up a private wine club to buy top

quality supermarkets, many Michelin rated

but I never really planned to do so! After

to the UK to see existing clients and a

completing a BA in French and German

end wines that on our own we would not be

trip to Poland to find new ones. But at the

able to afford. In 2002, after various friends

at UCL, I took up a ‘sensible’ career in

same time, I’ve managed to fit in a visit to

and colleagues asked if they could join,

computers. It was OK for a while, and

a Saint-Emilion château to celebrate its

I set up ‘grape-juice’ as a fine wine buying

I worked at some pretty interesting places,

promotion to classified growth, and as I

like the London HQ of Universal Studios and

write, have just come back from lunch with a

service. In 2003 I left the City, took some

a Japanese investment bank in the City. But

printer to discuss label design. And it’s only

eventually, my French wife-to-be had had

Wednesday afternoon.

enough of London and we decided to move
back to her hometown: Bordeaux…
And so it all began. It soon became clear that
my IT career was over and that I needed to
re-train. Wine had always been of interest to
me and (unsurprisingly) it’s an area that offers
good job prospects in the local area. So I
did a foundation degree in wine commerce
and three months after graduation I got my
first job, working for a very old-fashioned

If I look back at KES and how it relates to

Small Agent of the Year and we continue
to grow profitably despite everything the
economy throws at us!
Regrets – a few. Lessons – plenty. Tips

wines. However, I quickly realised I was more

– follow your heart. Be afraid but dive in

interested in the wholesale side.

anyway – once you are in the water feels

At a friend’s Christmas party in 2004,

opportunities arise in unexpected places.

I met Anthony Record MBE who was setting

Have a cup of coffee with as many people

up Domaine Gayda; an ambitious project

as you can.

In my third year of reading French at

H and now speak it more than I do English.

Nottingham University, I found myself in

So, if you’re a current pupil reading this and

Chablis working as a stagiaire for Jean-Marc

you’ve had just about enough of irregular

Brocard. In true Anglo French tradition I

verbs and the like, find solace in the fact that

learnt the hard way: on sunny days I was in

in my experience, French has proven to be

the cellars; on cold and wet days I was out

that, with his backing, I would set up a

the language of wine, women and… Well,

in the vineyards.

high quality UK import/agency business. In

that included a top restaurant and luxury
accommodation. Six months later we agreed

January 2006 New Generation Wines (NGW)

okay, the music’s rubbish. But two out of

Ben Jones (1996)

prestigious International Wine Challenge

tasting events and offering everyday drinking

jumps out: French. I started to learn it in Shell

three ain’t bad.

regional wholesalers. Last year we won the

great. If you believe in something then

where I am today, there’s one thing that

négociant. I stayed there a couple of years
and then moved to MT Vins, where I am now.

wine exams and grew grape-juice through

London restaurants, and some of the larger

On returning to Nottingham, my parents

was born: www.newgenerationwines.com,

asked me about careers, to which I answered,

selling six wines from the South of France,

“Wine”. Their response, “We think you should

five of them red!

James Booth (1991)

If you are interested in taking part in
forthcoming careers features or have
an idea for future editions, contact the
editor at: editor@kes.org.uk
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Births
Jez Williams (1991)
Birth of third child, Eleanor Rose,
on 25 July 2012.
James Barraclough (1996)
Birth of son, Elliott, in 2012.

Translator of: Kornél
Esti. A novel by Dezso
Kosztolányi

Nick McCarty (1958)

Nick McCarty (1958)

Publisher: Kenelm

Publisher: Kenelm

FOX - Cromwell’s Spy

FOX – Betrayals

Publisher: New Directions

Second daughter, Alice Lucinda,
born on 14 February 2012. Sister
to Iris Miriam (3).

News in brief
1940s

Bernard Checketts (1942)

Robert Darlaston (1958)

Now a great-grandfather.

Members of the Class of ’51 met twice in
2012, visiting the art gallery at Compton
Verney in Warwickshire in April and
enjoying a convivial lunch in London in
August. A full account of the Class of
’51’s outings can be viewed at:
www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/classof51

Bernard Adams (1955)

Birth of daughter, Amelie,
on 6 September 2012.

I have been living in Hungary for the past
six years, busy translating Hungarian
literature and academic work. 2012
brought me second place in the John
Dryden translation competition and a
translation award from American PEN. I
was visited in Budapest by Mike Stafford
and his wife Alison, and on a recent visit
to UK met The Revd. Brian Coleman.

Birth was due in October 2012.

Engagements
Rupert Haines (2003)
Nick McCarty (1958)

Nick McCarty (1958)

Publisher: Kenelm

Publisher: Kenelm

The Judas Gate

Richard Butler (1961)

Tourism and War
(co-edited with
W. Suntikul)
Publisher: Routledge

Richard Butler (1961)

Island Tourism: A
Sustainable Perspective
(co-edited with J. Carlsen)
Publisher: CABI Publishing

1950s

Milan Thomas (1997)

Will J Hylton (1999)

Dragon’s Teeth

Old Edwardians

Andrew J Muinonen-Martin (1997)
Bernard Adams (1955)

To marry Louise Temple on
6 April 2013.
Joe Russell (2007)
To marry Dr Stella Woodward
in October 2013.

Marriages

Richard Temple Cox CBE (1956)
For the past five years, I have been a
member of one of the Cabinet Office
Honours Committees - Communities,
Voluntary Sector and Local Public
Services - and have been able to identify
and support, where suitable, many OE’s
who have distinguished themselves
and deserved an honour. For my sins,
I have now accepted the role of
Chairman of Birmingham Dogs Home,
now the largest single dog re-homing
centre after Battersea and where we
are about to embark on a fundraising
initiative to build a new £4 million facility
near Birmingham Airport.

David G Harrison (1957)
Oliver Heslop (1990)
Married childhood sweetheart,
Jamie Hope, on 19 January 2013
after 25 years of courting!
Satnam S Lalli (2002)
Married April 2012.
Peter Knowles (1964)

Stephen Cooper (1976)

Andrew Balmford (1981)

Rob Yeung (1989)

Publisher: JJG Publishing

Publisher: The History Press Ltd

Publisher: University of
Chicago Press

Publisher: Macmillan

A History of Eton
Fives (co-written with
Dale Vargas)

The Final Whistle: The
Great War in Fifteen
Players

Wild Hope: On the Front
Lines of Conservation
Success

You Can Change Your
Life: Easy steps to getting
what you want
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During 2011-2012 I was involved in the
purchase of Baker & Finnemore, a 160
year old Birmingham fastener company,
by Gebr Titgemeyer GmbH of
Osnabrueck. By a quirk of history the
founder of B & F was German, a Herr
Wagner from Frankfurt! I retired as MD of
Titgemeyer (UK) in 2009, but have been
pulled out of retirement to be Managing
Director of B&F. We make ‘Starlock’ push
on fasteners (over 350 million a year!)
and sell ‘round the globe’. Birmingham
manufacturing is alive and well!

Nicholas M McCarty (1958)
Do writers ever retire I wonder. After a
lifetime of writing TV and Radio dramas I
began a novel at the age of 70. Result is
FOX - Cromwell’s Spy which continues
to sell well on Kindle and over the past
year I’ve finished ASSASSIN, the second
book about Fox. Apart from that I paint,
draw and garden. Life begins at...

Richard S Birch (1959)
As part of the centenary celebrations of
the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts this
summer, our patron HRH The Prince Of
Wales invited one hundred volunteers
and staff to a reception at Highgrove.
As chairman of my local group in the
Chilterns I was fortunate enough to
be included and enjoyed a tour of the
gardens and the pleasure of talking with
HRH about local wildlife concerns.
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1960s
Ralph R Bergmann (1961)

John Clark (1966)

In July I presided over a national event
at the Royal Festival Hall London – the
12th Siyum HaShas – marking the
completion of the entire Talmud studies
by thousands in the UK and abroad
on a page-per-day cycle over seven
years, under the Daf Yomi programme,
launched by Agudas Yisroel, in the
autumn of 1923.

After 43 years in social housing and
11 years freelance I hope to retire on
my 65th birthday. I hope to be able to
follow through things like learning to
play the piano, making a bread oven,
and travelling across Europe to Asia,
preferably with Diana and possibly in our
1964 VW camper.

David Filkin (1961)
I have three sons from my marriage,
all married. I am now divorced,
since October 2010, but have four
grandchildren with two more expected:
one in October 2012; and the other in
February 2013.

Michael May (1963)
I have sold my practice and joined the
ranks of the relaxed retired, hoping to
travel and enjoy the fruits of years of
hard graft.

Robin Wood (1967)
Continued my research as director of
the Desmond Tutu HIV Centre, Institute
of Infectious Diseases and Molecular
Medicine, University of Cape Town.
Elected as Fellow of University of Cape
Town and awarded D.Sc (Med).

Graeme Cull (1969)
Retired in December 2011, having
commuted daily from Stafford to London
for six years. Getting to know my six year
old twins better, and brushing up on my
maths by doing their homework!

David E Long (1964)
I was appointed Secretary (Hon) of
the Royal Philharmonic Society (RPS),
after serving as Hon. Solicitor for many
years. The RPS is 200 years old in
2013 and is arranging many events
to mark this birthday. My wife and
I visited Michael and Kathi Hamar
(1964), fellow member of History
UVI in Sydney in February 2012.

Graham Rand (1965)
On my 65th birthday I took 5 wickets
in a league match at Holker Hall near
Cartmel. In October, I became President
of Omega Rho, the International Honour
Society of Operational Research.

1970s
Geraint Evans (1974)
After 33 years as a doctor, mostly (20
years) in the Royal Navy, I retired from
the RN in July 2012. My last post as
a Surgeon Captain was as Director of
Clinical Studies at the Royal Centre for
Defence Medicine in Birmingham, so my
first and last jobs were within a mile or so
of KES. After 19 years as an Emergency
Medicine Consultant (not to mention two
tours in Iraq and one in Afghanistan in
recent years), I feel I have earned some
peace and quiet in sunny Pembrokeshire
- I am still planning to do sessions for
the local NHS Hospital and also doing
Medical Expert consulting work on a
part-time basis.

Tell us your news
Thanks to all OEs who have sent us their
news. Unfortunately, we cannot publish
everything we receive but please
continue to keep us posted!
Email: editor@kes.org.uk or visit:
www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/yournews

Ian Whatley (1977)
I came out of retirement from athletics
in 2010 and qualified for my fifth US
Olympic athletics trial in 2012. I finished
ninth, my time ranking me number one
in the world for the 50-54 age group
in the 20km racewalk. In November, I
competed in my first serious 50,000m
race since narrowly missing the Olympic
Games in 1996. My time ranked me
10th in the US as an open athlete. I’m
hoping to qualify for the World Cup, in
China 2014, to become the oldest ever
competitor in that event. I’m currently
chair of coaching education for USATF
and spend my free time (ha!) consulting
on the bioengineering aspects of sports
equipment.

Richard J Baller (1979)
I now organize the U16 ‘Badgers’
Hockey Team within Bournville HC –
guess where we play – at the school!
I recently, this year, changed my career.
I am now a Principal Engineer working
in future programme manufacturing
feasibility at JLR.

Paul Brown (1979)
Made contact with Old Eds through
Facebook which resulted in appearing in
Old Eds v current 1st XI hockey match.
Visited school for first time in more than
25 years.

1980s
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2000s

Ed Shedd (1985)

Thomas Woolgrove (1989)

Charles Singleton (2002)

Just celebrated our wedding anniversary
with Victoria Sims whom I first met at
KEHS more than 30 years ago. Our two
kids happily ensconced in grammar
schools at Aylesbury, on the basis that
what didn’t kill us won’t do them any
harm either. Am leading Deloitte’s global
media & entertainment practice, which
is deeply involved in helping solve the
troubles of certain TV and newspaper
companies, together with lots of work
for games, film and music companies as
they set up mobile digital services.

Recently elected Deputy President
of Chartered Insurance Institute in
July 2012. Part of management team
participating in IPO of Direct Line Group.

Served on Op Olympics providing
security for both the main games
and Paralympics. Participated in the
Diamond Jubilee as a ceremonial
street liner. Training in preparation for a
deployment to the Falkland Islands at
Christmas 2012 and Kenya in 2014.

Stuart Lane (1988)
In June 2012, Professor Stuart Lane was
awarded the Royal Geographic Society
Victoria Medal for research in physical
geography and hydrological modelling.

1990s
Gwyn O Evans (1992)
As a barrister specialising in family law
at Tanfield Chambers, I continue to
represent husbands, wives, mothers and
fathers in the High Court and County
Courts around London, and I lecture
solicitors on trusts of land and financial
remedies. In May I also acted in the
Gray’s Inn production of The Tyrannicide
Brief by Geoffrey Robertson QC (a play
about the man who sent Charles I to the
gallows), and in the Gray’s Inn Christmas
Miscellany. In my spare time I cycle,
climb mountains and kayak, and write
and record pop songs.

Paul Westbury (1988)
In January 2013, Paul was awarded a
CBE for services to engineering and
construction in the New Year’s Honours
list. Paul is CEO of Buro Happold and a
globally renowned expert in the design
and construction of sporting venues.
He was instrumental in the delivery
of the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic Games, working as part
of Team Stadium to create the stunning
central Stadium and within the Aecom
Consortium to create a masterplan
and design for the Olympic Park and
its legacy. In 2012, Paul was awarded
the Institution of Structural
Engineers’ coveted Gold Medal for a
lifetime’s achievement in the field of
structural engineering.

Copyright Buro Happold

Rupert Haines (2003)
I am engaged to Miss Louise Temple and
set to marry on 6 April 2013 at Dulwich
College, South East London, near to
where we live. I am extremely happy to
say there will be a decent batch of Old
Eds in attendance and I suspect “Where
the iron heart of England...” may ring
out at some point (perhaps one should
constrain this to the stag do?).

Jamie Scott (2007)
In the second annual Class of 2007 Old
Ed cricket match at the Old Edwardian
Memorial Ground in September, Puffin
Party chased down the Birmingham
Badshah’s 130-8 with one ball and
one wicket remaining. Lionel Virdee
took Man of the Match for his all-round
performance. The series currently stands
tied at 1-1.

Milan Thomas (1997)
In final years of surgical training in
Urology in Manchester.

Maj Wheeldon (1999)
Read History at Exeter and then joined
the Royal Navy, spending 6 months in
the Falklands and Antarctica with HMS
Endurance, resupplying BAS bases and
counting penguins. I also spent a fair
amount of time in a destroyer escorting
convoys through the Suez Canal in the
aftermath of the Iraq invasion. Left the
RN in 2006 and read for a Masters in
History at Pembroke College Oxford,
before moving into consultancy.
Currently living in Oxford, working as
a brand consultant, whipping-in to the
local pack of hounds on Saturdays, and
biting my nails at London Welsh matches
on Sundays!

Can you help us
find any ‘lost boys’?
Sadly, we have lost touch with a number
of Old Edwardians. You can help us by
searching for ‘lost boys’ from your year
group. Visit: www.my.kes.org.uk/lost
and enter your username and password
for My KES, then simply type in your year
group to see who we are missing. If you
have contact details for a lost OE, contact
us via email at: oldeds@kes.org.uk
or tel: 0121 415 6050.
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Deaths

Christopher Evans (1928)
1909-2012

We regret to report the deaths of the
following Old Edwardians:
Christopher F Evans (1928)
John B Austin (1934)
Gerald Lowe (1934)
William L Smart (1934)
J R Moore (1936)
John E Collins (1940)
Walter J Walkden (1940)
Lawrence G Wand (1941)
Peter G Evans (1943)
Eric W Handley (1943)
Walter F Pover (1943)
A D Daleman (1945)
Geoffrey Darby (1945)

Christopher is second from the right, on the floor on the front row

Gerald Greenwood (1945)
John C Hinkley (1947)
Donald A Hobbs (1947)
Don W Rogers (1947)
Anthony J Bray (1948)
Christopher Rawll (1948)
Anthony J Cooke (1949)
John K Bean (1951)
Vivian N Bingham (1951)
M J Thomas (1951)
Jeremy Phillips (1952)
Kenneth G Durnell (1953)
Christopher H Martin (1954)
Alan W Donaldson (1955)
Michael J Day (1957)
Michael A Babb (1959)
Philip Davies (1959)
John W Jordan (1959)
Geoff M Gardiner (1965)
Simon M Pickvance (1968)
Clive A White (1969)
David E Bartlett (1972)
Thomas Tunnard (Staff: 1958-68)
John Holyoake (Staff: 1960-1965)
Hara Gopal Vyakaranam (Staff:
1997-2004)

John Collins (1940)
1923-2012

Squadron Leader John Austin, who died
aged 94 on 12 January 2012, was one of
the RAF’s longest-serving special duties
pilots, and dropped agents and supplies
to Resistance movements in eight countries
in occupied Europe.

John Collins was among the élite band of
Motor Torpedo Boat officers brave enough
to save lives by plunging into the blazing,
toxic waters of the crowded harbour at Bari
on 2 December 1943, after a German air raid
sank 17 ships, killing more than 1,000, and
caused the explosion of the American SS
John Harvey and a petrol carrier.

John Beech Austin was born on 17 July 1917
in Sutton Coldfield and educated at King
Edward’s School. In May 1939 he followed his
brother (a Spitfire pilot) into the RAF Volunteer
Reserve and trained as a pilot.

Alan H Sharrott (1938)

Tony Corley (1946)

John Austin (1934)
1917-2012

The Rev Christopher Evans, who died aged 102, was one of the foremost teachers, and an
outstanding investigator, of the New Testament. His brilliant, alert and inquiring mind persisted into
extreme old age, enabling him to act as a bridge between the leading scholars of the 1930s and
1940s and those of the early 21st century.
In 1962, Evans became professor of New Testament studies at King’s College London, where
he laboured at what was his life’s work, a vast and detailed commentary on St Luke’s Gospel,
eventually published as Saint Luke in 1990, long after he had retired.
Evans was born in Birmingham and educated at King Edward’s before gaining a scholarship in
the early 1930s to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge where he took a first in theology. After a
year at Lincoln Theological College, where he was taught by Michael Ramsey, later Archbishop
of Canterbury, Evans had a curacy of four years in Southampton, his only experience of parochial
ministry. Evans returned to Lincoln in 1938 as a member of the teaching staff where he remained
for six years before the Bishop of Lincoln offered him the chaplaincy at the teacher-training
college in Lincoln. Evans, who in 1941 had married Elna Pasco, with whom he had a young son,
Jonathan, agreed and stayed four years.
In 1948 he was elected as fellow and tutor of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and swiftly became
known as an inspiring New Testament tutor. After 10 years at Corpus, he was appointed to
the Lightfoot professorship at Durham. However, he never really settled in the city and in 1962
became professor of New Testament studies at King’s College London, where he remained until
he retired in 1977.
Evans retired to a bungalow in the village of Cuddesdon, Oxfordshire, a stone’s throw from the
theological college, where he was a frequent and honoured guest. The death of his wife in 1980
was a grievous blow, but he continued to live positively, tending to the students and staff of the
college and keeping a host of friendships from earlier days. He is survived by Jonathan, who
followed him into holy orders.
Obituary drawn from the Guardian

In July 1940 he joined No 51 Squadron to fly
the pre-war Whitley bombers. He completed
numerous bombing operations over Germany,
and his squadron was also sent to attack
the German invasion barges gathering in the
Channel ports for Operation Sealion, Hitler’s
planned invasion of England. During this
period, on September 23, Austin joined a
force of 129 bombers sent to Berlin, Bomber
Command’s first concentrated attack on
the city. In March 1941 he joined No 1419
(Special Duties) Flight (later 138 Squadron),
which operated in support of the Special
Operations Executive (SOE).
Austin was rested in March 1944, having
been awarded a DFC and Bar – the citation
praised “his exceptional ability and attitude
towards operational flying”, which had had
“an inspiring effect on his squadron”. In
addition to his British Gallantry awards, he
received the Croix de Guerre, the Dutch
Flying Cross and a Polish decoration.
After the war he enjoyed a successful career
in the timber industry and remained involved
in the business until late in his life. John
Austin married Elizabeth Jessiman in 1945,
who died a few weeks after her husband, on
February 14. They are survived by their two
sons and two daughters.
Obituary drawn from The Telegraph

With the deep, suppurating blisters the
mustard gas caused, the 20-year-old Royal
Navy Volunteer Reserve sub-lieutenant was
taken to hospital. So secret was the John
Harvey’s cargo, banned under the Geneva
Protocol since 1925, no one left alive knew
about it until the injuries of men including
Collins made its presence clear. Collins was
among a handful of officers decorated on
the authorisation of a shamefaced Churchill,
and made MBE in 1944. He was back in the
Adriatic the following year, smuggling the
Yugoslav partisans of Marshal Josip Broz Tito
in and out, and attacking enemy shipping, for
which he was awarded the DSC and Bar.
After the war Collins served as Flag
Lieutenant in Plymouth, and met the Wren
officer who became his wife: Gillian, daughter
of the merchant bank director and future
chairman Randall Hugh Vivian. The couple
married in 1946, and on leaving the Navy
Collins joined his father-in-law’s bank, Morgan
Grenfell (now part of Deutsche Bank).
Collins contributed to the business an expert
knowledge of the British steel industry,
handling the sale of stocks and shares
of Britain’s recently denationalised steel
companies. He also played a major role in
the takeover by American Ford of UK Ford.
He became chairman of Morgan Grenfell
Holdings in January 1974.
Collins became known in the racing world for
his ownership of great steeds, in particular
one of the most celebrated steeplechasers,
Remittance Man. He was a Deputy Lieutenant
of Oxfordshire from 1975 until 1996 and in
1975 High Sheriff of Oxford.
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Peter Grimley Evans (1943)
1925-2012

Peter transferred from Five Ways on a
Scholarship in 1938. He was a conscientious
member of the OTC and House rugby team
and his aim was a career in the engineering
branch of the Royal Navy. In 1942 he
moved to the Royal Naval Training College
Dartmouth as a Special Entry Cadet. There
he flourished and won the King’s Sword as
best cadet of his entry. He preferred life in
smaller ships and saw war service mostly in
destroyers hunting U-boats.
He was subsequently selected for advanced
training at the Royal Naval College,
Greenwich whence he emerged as an
enthusiastic rower and a married man. His
wife Mary (“Paddy”) Ross from Limerick
was in Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval
Nursing Service. They had two sons. After
tours of duty in Home Waters and Medway
dockyards, Peter settled his family in a
lochside house in Argyll while serving in the
Far East, the Gulf, and the Mediterranean.
Following retirement as Commander from the
Navy he held posts in shipyard engineering
and boatbuilding. His wife died in 2001
and in 2003 he married Birmingham-born
Dorothy Morgan, a retired Social Worker,
who survives him.

Obituary drawn from The Independent
John Grimley Evans (1955)
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Tony Corley (1946)
1927-2012

John Charles Hinkley (1947)
1931-2012

Christopher Charles Gadsdon Rawll (1948)
1930-2012

John Hinkley was born in Handsworth where
the family had a clothing business, which
was started by making Greatcoats for the
Army in the First World War. John arrived at
King Edward’s in 1942 in Shell B and Dunt’s
House. From KES John went on to Harper
Adams Agricultural College (now University)
and then to Nottingham University and at
both places he was First in Year. He went on
to be a lecturer in tax and accountancy at
Agricultural College.

It all began in a leafy suburb in the Midlands (Harborne born and bred,
King Edward’s Schooled, Birmingham University Doctored to MB
ChB). In 1954, he joined the RAF as itinerant medical officer, stationed
in increasingly exotic locations (from Iraq to Ghana via the Maldives).
Rising to the rank of Squadron Leader in 1962, he was awarded the
Lady Cade Medal that same year for outstanding work in the research
of filariasia (a prevalent mosquito-borne parasitic disease) and received
the Diploma in Tropical Public Health.

John was married to his wife, June, for
50 years and had a son, Mark, and three
grandchildren, Jake, Chole and Lucy. He was
a member of the OE Masonic Lodge for 50
years. John lived latterly in Scotland and died
at Forfar on 24 July 2012.
Gerald Grant (1947)
Barrie Cooper is kneeling, second from left and Tony Corley is directly behind him

Tony was senior to me at school. He became a prefect and was a respected athlete and a
formidable rugby player. He belonged to Dunts House and represented them at practically
everything. We were first opponents in House matches versus Leeds, fortunately with Peter
Jackson on our side, then on the same side for the school, the Old Edwardian’s in the Bob Garrett
heyday, and then the North Midlands.
He was captain of the School XV in 1945 and remained throughout his career a fast incisive runner
with a most backbreaking tackle. He also ran for school and I think did something with a bat. He
was a frequent visitor to 67A New Street and I think he played a profitable game of bridge.
Tony was quite self-contained. He rarely asked for advice, made his own mind up and did
not suffer fools gladly. He could be monosyllabic on occasions, which was camouflaged by a
selection of enormous pipes which he rarely removed from his mouth and after exercise by varied
pint pots of equal size. He was always a good man to have on your side.
When he left school and after National Service in the Royal Marines he went to work for
Commercial Union Insurance Company and when the opportunity arose he went to their Paris
office and I think remained with them for the rest of his working life.
He married in 1963, became a father in 1967 and retired in 1986 giving him some 26 years of
retirement. He was not a communicator. I spoke to him once or twice on the telephone and saw
him at a biennial dinner. Presently I am looking at a pre-match rugby photograph taken of us
together in 1954 and it is not without a great sadness that I contribute towards the obituary of a
great chaps’ chap.
Barrie Cooper (1948)

Anthony John Bray (1948)
1930-2012
Dr Anthony John Bray left KES in 1948 to
study Medicine at Birmingham Medical
School. He was a GP in Ilfracombe and
retired in 1990. He moved to Somerset to
be near his family and was an active
member of the West Somerset Railway.
He died peacefully at home on 4 December
2012. He was predeceased by his first wife
Eileen, and survived by his second wife Ann
and children Nick, Catherine and Alison.

Returning from his travels in the late 60s and now elevated to Wing
Commander he worked at the MoD for what had been the Air Ministry
for a few years, providing an ideal stepping stone to his next career
from military medicine to occupational health. Around this time his
public work was further recognised with appointment as Officer to
The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem.
In 1970 he joined British Airways as the Senior Medical Officer,
Ground. Based on the perimeter of Heathrow Airport, he managed
the on-site medical centre and played a key role in developing new
operational systems, enjoying the frequent opportunity to use his BA
travel privileges to speak at international conferences. At the same
time, Christopher’s religious conviction led him to embark on a lifelong journey of service to the Church in London. He established a
special bond with All Saints Margaret Street in Central London that
endured for over 25 years. At various times, reader, server, sub-deacon,
churchwarden and archivist; Christopher’s presence there remains, not
least as the co-author of books on the Church’s history.
Further to his time at All Saints, within the local Diocese, he served on
Bishop’s Council, was lay-chair of the Deanery Synod and Warden of
Readers. Following his retirement from BA in 1995, All Saints became
his de facto place of work and worship. Indeed, following his second
retirement in 2006, the Bishop of London awarded Christopher the St
Mellitus medal in recognition of his contribution to the Diocese and
Christian life of London.
Christopher was always a pleasure to be with; charming, witty,
pragmatic, intelligent man that he was. So all in all, it was a long,
fulfilled life. He was a man who gave so freely and was loved and
appreciated by so many. He will be missed but more importantly
he will be remembered.
Andy Rawll (Christopher’s nephew)
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Alan Winton Donaldson (1955)
1936-2012
Alan Donaldson died suddenly
of a heart attack at the end of
February 2012. He had been
well-known in legal circles in the
Banbury and Coventry areas as
a solicitor and district judge, and
had been active until the day he
died in a wide range of political,
cultural, historical, literary and
church organisations, groups and
societies.
In Alan’s first year at King
Edward’s he was the Under
12½ athletics champion, the
victor ludorum. He could run
faster over every distance, and
could jump longer, than anyone
else. Throughout his teenage
years, he shone in our lives, not
least through the intricate and elaborate practical jokes and pranks he
organised and orchestrated, with endless, breathtaking imagination.
Alan never did any academic work at King Edward’s, so he said. But
we were none of us surprised, when he in due course won an open
exhibition in history to read law at Cambridge.
He went up to Cambridge in 1957, after two years as a second
lieutenant in the Royal Army Service Corps. On coming down from
Cambridge, he worked briefly in industry before deciding on a career in
law, first in local government and then in private practice, and – for the
last 18 years of his official career, 1978-1996 – he was a district judge.
His professional life kept him acquainted with the frailties and follies of
humanity. He knew them also through his intense fascination, several
days a week over many years, with The Archers and Coronation Street.
He had a lifelong love for railways and the Guardian newspaper, was
an inveterate visitor of museums, galleries and literary festivals, and
never lost his affection for Birmingham (the “holy city”, he said). He
was involved in the running of local historical societies and projects,
a supporter of the Labour Party, a churchwarden, and was hugely
committed to Amnesty International. His humanitarian instincts took him
on study tours of battle-grounds and warfields in Europe and America,
his interest being the individual stories of those caught up in conflicts.
Throughout his life he was keen on photography because, it was said, it
could faithfully capture detail and humanity.
Alan married Corina in 1963 and they had three children, Helen, Sarah
and Andrew. Sadly Corina died when the children were still young. He is
survived by his three children and four grandchildren, and by his close
friend of the last 20 years, Annie Radford.
Robin A Richardson (1955)
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Philip Davies (1959)
1940-2013

Thomas Newburgh Tunnard
(Staff: 1958-1968): 1918-2012
Phil Davies became a Sherring in 1950 and was appointed
School Captain by Ronald Lunt in 1958. Throughout his life
Phil maintained an active enthusiasm for sport, no better
demonstrated than at KES where he earned his school
colours for swimming, rugby and athletics. Indeed he was
awarded first team swimming colours over five seasons
from 1954 and was captain of the sport for two of them. It
was during Phil’s captaincy that water polo first flourished at
KES with matches against other schools and the creation of
an inter-house competition.

Phil took an honours degree in mechanical engineering at
Manchester University and was subsequently employed
consecutively by the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority and Rolls Royce. For a time
he and his young family were based on Thurso in Caithness, but by 1970 Phil had joined
Pedigree Petfoods as a Project Engineer and returned to the Midlands in Leicestershire. At
the time Phil commented that this was “a hell of a change from nuclear engineering, but more
interesting”. After nineteen years at Pedigree, culminating in the post of Chief Development
Engineer, Phil turned to consultancy work, operating from an office at home.
Phil loved aquatic activity and the sport to which he turned his attention in middle age was
wind-surfing. Unfortunately the wind on Rutland Water was not always entirely satisfactory
but he discovered a superior alternative offshore the Cycladic island of Tinos in the southern
Aegean Sea, where a strong wind known locally as Meltemi blows with a sure reliability.
Phil bought and refurbished a Tinoan cottage and windsurfed off the island’s coast as
frequently as he could find the time to journey there. He became fond of Greece and
spent serious time learning the modern language, even to the extent of passing ‘O’ level
Greek as a very mature candidate.
Phil always worked and played to the highest standards and his moral compass never
wavered. Phil is survived by his wife Jane, and two daughters and a son by a first marriage.

Roger Wilkins (1959)

Clive White (1969)
1951-2012

Clive White passed away on 11 April 2012 aged 60 years. He studied at KES from 1962 to
1969, finishing in the History Upper VI. From here he moved on to obtain a degree in History
at Bristol University before pursuing a career as a social worker in mental health, notably at
Rampton Hospital and more recently at Reaside Clinic in Birmingham.
At a funeral service held at St Peters Church Harborne on 27th April, a large gathering of
friends and family heard that Clive had specialised in mental health social work in order to
support the interests of the mentally ill, and that he had a detailed knowledge of mental
health legislation. Clive leaves a wife Susan and three children, Hugh, Caroline and Jonathan.
Peter Morris (1969)

John Holyoake
(Staff: 1960-1965): 1933-2013

Thomas Newburgh Tunnard died at home in
Tockwith, Yorkshire, on 25 August 2012, aged
94 years.
Born on 30 July 1918 in Lexham, Norfolk,
Thomas (‘Tim’) was the son of a country parson,
and brother of the distinguished pianist Viola
Tunnard. Tim was educated as a chorister at
Saint George’s Chapel, Windsor, then at Bedford
School before going on to the Royal College
of Music. In 1937 he went up to New College,
Oxford, as a Margaret Bridges Music Scholar.
Whilst still an undergraduate, in the interregnum
between the departure of Sydney Watson and
the arrival of H.K. Andrews, Tim took on the
responsibility for the Chapel Music.
His studies at New College were interrupted
by the War. He became a member of the
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and served
on mine-sweeping duties in the Eastern
Mediterranean. After the War he returned to
Oxford to complete his classical studies and
a B.Mus. Degree.
He remained in Oxford for a short time, teaching
at Summer Fields School and holding the post
of Organist at Saint Michael at the North Gate.
His career subsequently took him to Warwick in
1950 (as Director of Music at Warwick School
and Organist at the Collegiate Church of Saint
Mary), to Birmingham in 1958 (as Director of
Music at King Edward’s School and Organist and
Master of the Choristers at the Cathedral Church
of Saint Philip), and finally to Yorkshire in 1968,
where he served as a member of her Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Schools. Ten years later he
deputised as Organist of York Minster, during
Dr Francis Jackson’s three-month sabbatical
period. He composed several works, particularly
anthems, responses, chants and hymn tunes.
His responses were sung in the opening service
of the Three Choirs Festival in Hereford this year.
After this followed a new life in retirement which
was to last for 34 years. He is sadly missed by
his family and all who knew him as a friend,
as an inspiring teacher and as a wonderful
musician. He is survived by his second wife,
Margaret, his son and three daughters.

Hara “Harry” Gopal Vyakaranam
(Staff: 1997-2004): 1939-2012
John Holyoake came to KES in 1960 to
teach French and Spanish. He came straight
from Cambridge where, after getting a first
in the Modern Languages Tripos, he had
been engaged in working for a PhD on the
French essayist/philosopher, Montaigne.
What was clear on his arrival was that
he was a powerful intellectual force and
therefore a high grade addition to the
Common Room.

The boys to whom John taught French and
Spanish could hardly fail to be marked by
the force and clarity of his mind and by the
authority of his manner, an authority derived
from extensive knowledge and based on
those admirable eighteenth century criteria,
‘reason and experience’. His enthusiasm in
all things French and his knowledge of the
French intellectual scene – particularly of its
literature and cinema – was considerable.
He was not one whose interest in French
literature petered out in the thirties; he fully
embraced contemporary writing and, as you
might expect, French films. In fact, his interest in film took in Italian and English language
films. It was a golden age of Italian cinema and John and I were much occupied by the films
of Fellini and Antonioni, the oblique meanings of which we spent much time discussing
while at the same time drooling over the irresistible charms of Monica Vitti, Antonioni’s
favourite actress. As a strong supporter of the Labour Party, John was often involved in
discussions of another sort with colleagues who were less enthusiastic about Harold Wilson
than he and I – particularly after Wilson won the 1964 election.
Along with his Gallic enthusiasm, John brought into the KES Common Room a passionate
devotion to Arsenal FC, a welcome breath of fresh air (or perhaps more properly, ‘the
Smoke’) to succour the almost invisible group of beleaguered Londoners already in situ.
But it was a matter of great regret to me personally that, as he came from Beckenham, John
could not feel an equal devotion to Middlesex CCC. At school he was not notably involved
in school games as KE did not officially acknowledge the existence of Association Football
or (at that time) hockey, a game that John had played at Cambridge.
When John arrived at KES he had not quite completed work on his PhD and it was here
in Birmingham that he finished it. It was a great disappointment to him when he was only
awarded an MLitt and not a PhD. He told me some time later that his research supervisor,
the redoubtable Odette de Mourgues, told him she felt guilty for having encouraged him to
go ahead and develop a treatment of the subject which would overturn the known views of
his examiner, an acknowledged authority on the subject.
In 1965, John was appointed to a lectureship in French at Sheffield University and, to our
great loss, he departed from KES. He remained at Sheffield until his retirement as a Senior
Lecturer. He died on 5 January 2013 after several years suffering from Alzheimer’s disease.

Harry was born in Hyderabad, India on
3 August 1939 and was the tenth of twelve
children. From a very young age he was an
avid cricket fan, both as a player and
a spectator.
He received his Bachelor of Science from
the University of Osmania in Hyderabad
and moved to England in 1968 for a new
experience and to further his career. Over the
years he held a number of positions, his first
being as a science technician at Northfield
School in Birmingham. He then moved on
to work for ICI where he spent the majority
of his career.
Gopal (as he was known by both staff and
boys) arrived at King Edward’s in 1997 and
rapidly became a valued and highly popular
member of the technical staff. He had an
excellent sense of humour and would always
greet you with a laugh and a smile. He was
keen to learn new topics in Physics and could
turn his hand to most tasks. In return, he
enhanced the school’s knowledge of his home
culture and geography. He could always be
relied upon and remained cheerful even when
work was stressful. On a number of occasions
Gopal graced Eastern Road with enthusiasm
and ability playing for the Kestrals, the King
Edward’s staff cricket team.
He retired in 2004 and spent his retirement
enjoying time with family and friends and
watching his beloved cricket. Harry sadly
passed away on 28 November 2012. He was
a kind and gentle man and his wife, children
and five grandchildren, take strength in their
wonderful memories of him.
George Andronov

Margaret Tunnard
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Tony Trott
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£10
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Old Edwardians

In August, Richard and Beryl Price hosted an
enjoyable informal lunch at Olton Golf Club,
attended by many Lodge Members with
wives, partners and friends, some of whom
reminisced about days long ago when the
Association held an Annual Ball at the School
and wondered if there was enough interest in
the Association to reinvent it.
At the April Meeting the Lodge hosted a visit
which included Members of the Federation
of School Lodges and Passed 2 Candidates
at the request of our Mother Lodge, the
University of Birmingham Lodge No. 5628.
At the September Meeting the Lodge held an
Informal Speaker Meeting ‘Freemasons and
the Victoria Cross’. At the December Meeting
W.Bro Nick Plotnek (1975) gave his ‘Idiots
Abroad’ account of his recent motorcycle
expedition to Mongolia in aid of the Children’s
Hospital Charity.

The dominant feature of the 2012 season has
been the weather. This led to the cancellation
of the spring meeting and the postponement
of the match against Old Silhillians. Neither
our Halford Hewitt nor Cyril Gray teams
progressed beyond the first rounds. We also
did not qualify for the Grafton Morrish though
in the MK Foster we finished in a creditable
fourth place.
We had a reasonable season in the matches
winning one, losing one and drawing one.
Despite the sterling efforts of Martin Wilkes
our Secretary, it was again difficult to raise
teams for some of the matches. The autumn
meeting at Blackwell was however well
supported and benefited from a fine day.
Results from 2012 can be viewed at:
www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/golf
Your committee has opened up the
spring meeting to visitors in order to swell
numbers and this is scheduled for Friday,
3 May 2013 at Sandwell. There are
opportunities to represent the Society in
tournaments and matches.

For further information contact the
President, Frank Scouse, on tel:
01295 780529 or email: jscouse@onetel.net
or the Secretary, Martin Wilkes, on tel:
0121 666 6228 (work) or email:
MartinWilkes@Christine-Lee.co.uk.

In 2013, the Officers of the Lodge will
include Members from all schools in the
Foundation, Aston, Camp Hill, Five Ways
and KE under the leadership of W.Bro. Paul
Cumberlidge, University of Birmingham
Lodge, who has been installed as Master
of BOEL. Any non-Mason interested in
learning more about Freemasonry and
the BOEL should check the OE website
or contact Michael Spencer at:
mikeoptom55@yahoo.co.uk.

Merchandise
Thermal base layer

£25

A range of gifts are available as a souvenir of your time at King Edward’s.
Visit the Old Edwardians shop at: www.oldeds.kes.org.uk/oe-shop
to view the full range and order items or contact the OEA office on
tel: 0121 415 6050 to place your order. All prices listed include UK postage.

Baseball cap

Golf umbrella

£25

The Lodge is looking forward with
enthusiasm to its 61st year and would
like to see as many Old Eds as possible
during the course of the year.

Pin badge

Cufflinks

£10

£12.50

£3
Ties

£15 each

King EDWARD’s SCHOOL
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