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The highl ights o f the Quater centenary now stand in our minds as 
happy memories. The festive gaiety and solemn ceremony of a year o f 
nat ional rejoic ing fade in to the past, as a dream ; the Coronat ion has 
now been recorded in history books. The great events o f the past two 
years now lie behind us, l inger in our memories ; the future towers ahead 
o f us—as yet unknown , uneventful. 

As we set out on the long journey towards our Qu in centenary, we 
must reflect awhi le, and consider how we, for our part , can seek to enhance 
the proud heritage o f our School at the dawn o f its f i f th century o f 
history. 

One o f the most s t r ik ing features of our present history is the 
generous spir i t o f our benefactors, many o f them our predecessors. As , 
f r om day to day, we see new luxuries emerge around us, we become ever 
more convinced that grat i tude must be the key to our days at K i n g 
Edward's. O f this we were reminded in no small way, when, in September, 
the Car t land fami ly handed over to the School the magnif icent Car t land 
Room. 

This most generous gift marks an impor tan t step fo rward i n our 
corporate l i fe. In prov id ing a common r o om for selected members o f 
the Sixth forms, representing all spheres of School l i fe, the Car t land C lub 
sets out to create that social atmosphere, wh ich has so noticeably been 
lacking f r om our commun i t y h i ther to. Scientists and classicists, Rugby 
footbal lers and chess players, mountaineers and theatre-goers, to ment ion 
but a few of the varied occupations and pastimes o f our Sixth-Formers, 
now have the oppor tun i ty o f enjoying and benefit ing f r om the frui ts o f 
each other's experience, talents, and interests. This must undoubtedly 
foster that broader ou t look o f the wo r l d , wh ich is the a im of our education 
at K i ng Edward's. 

We wou ld utter a word o f caut ion to those gentlemen, who delight 
in passing the hours w i th magazine, tea and biscuits, in the luxur ious 
comfor t o f the Cart land Room, unmind fu l o f their du ty , as privi leged 
members o f the School, to lead their younger brethren. We t ru ly hope 
that, in t ime, the very privi lege of becoming a member o f the Car t land 
C lub w i l l b r ing senior members o f the School to realise the responsibi l i ty 
which rests upon them to exert a beneficial influence on the rest o f the 
School. Here in, t rad i t ion lies in our hands. 
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To the younger members o f the School, who must surely regard the 
Cart land Room as a somewhat ethereal palace, we wou ld say : wo r k 
hard , play hard, and the privi lege and responsibi l i ty o f belonging to the 
elite w i l l , in days to come, be yours. 

S C H O O L D I A R Y 

Michaelmas Te rm began on Thursday, 17th September, and ended 
on Thursday, 17th December, ha l f term being taken f r om October 30th 
t o November 3rd, again being lengthened to include the Fr iday by the 
transfer o f the Founder 's Day Ho l iday . 

On September 22nd, the Car t land Room was officially presented to 
the School by M r . John Car t land and Capta in Geoffrey Crawshay, who , 
in a shor t but very mov ing ceremony, handed the Room over to the 
School. 

The General Commit tee o f the School C lub met on September 23rd 
to elect officers for the coming year, and the meeting was probab ly the 
shortest on record. 

On October 10th, the School kept Founder 's Day and i n the 
morn ing Prize G iv ing was held. The Bai l i f f , M r . T . W . Hu t t o n , gave 
the address, and the L o r d Mayo r fo rmal ly presented the Ci ty 's Quater-
centenary gif t o f twenty-f ive magnif icent chairs to the School. 

This te rm nearly twenty boys have entered upon preparat ion for 
Conf i rmat ion , and Ho l y Commun ion has been celebrated three times in 
the course of the te rm, i n the Memor i a l Chapel. 

On November 7th the Bromsgrove Ma t ch was played at Eastern 
Road , in extremely w indy condi t ions, the X V retaining the Siviter Smi th 
Cup . 

The C.C.F. held a Church Parade on Sunday, November 15th, at 
the Parish Church. The Chief Master preached the sermon, and the 
salute at the March Past was taken by Rear Adm i r a l L. N . Brownf ie ld , 
C.B.E. The Parade was under the command of Under Officer J. L. 
Wi l k ins , whi lst Under Officer J. D. L. Adams and Petty Officer J. G . 
Evans read the Lessons. 

Field Day took place on Fr iday, November 20th, i n weather best 
described by those present. 

The Eleventh Jul ian Horner Concert was held i n Big School on 
Wednesday, November 11th, when the School heard a programme of 
Chamber Music . The same bequest has also made possible the three 
art exhibi t ions that have, been hung in the School corr idors. 

Two Caro l Services were held on December 14th and 15th in Big 
School. On the fo l low ing day, December 16th, the X V again travelled 
up to the O ld Deer Park, R i chmond , to play Christ 's Hosp i ta l . 

As we wr i te desperate efforts are being made by the gentlemen of the 
Prefects Room to avoid a financial disaster on the night o f December 
29th, 1953. However, w i t h the goodwi l l so typical o f al l their fel low 
democratic bodies at this festive season, their efforts in this matter are 
unst inted. 
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G O V E R N O R S ' N E W S 

Professor E. J. Maske l l , o f the Univers i ty o f B i rm ingham, has been 
appointed as the representative o f the Univers i ty o f Cambr idge i n place 
o f the late Bishop of B i rm ingham, who ret ired f r om the Govern ing Body 
shordy before his deadi. 

D r . R. S. A i t ken , Vice-Chancel lor o f the Univers i ty o f B i rm ingham, 
has been appointed as representative o f the Univers i ty in place o f 
Professor H . F. Humphreys. 

Professor Hood-Phi l l ips has been granted six months leave o f 
absence, as he has gone to Singapore to act as Adviser to the Commiss ion 
now considering the const i tu t ion. 

D r . Ma r y Wooda l l has been granted six months leave o f absence, as 
she is on an extended lecture tour i n the U.S.A. 

D r . E. W . BARNES 

Ernest W i l l i am Barnes, O.E. (1886-93), one o f Levett 's most successful 
pupi ls , had a br i l l iant career at T r i n i t y , Cambr idge, becoming second 
Wrangler , President o f the Un i on , Smith's Pr izeman, Fel low and even
tual ly Tu to r . As a mathematic ian he won academic honours, his Doctorate 
o f Science and Fel lowship o f the Roya l Society. I n 1902 he was ordained, 
and for f i f ty years he conceived i t his mission, th rough thick and th i n , 
th rough good report and i l l repor t , to do his best to bu i l d a bridge be
tween rel ig ion and science. As Master o f the Temple and then Canon 
o f Westminster, he won a reputat ion as a challenging preacher, fearless 
to espouse the cause o f the minor i t y , ruthless to expose slipshod reasoning 
and outmoded thought- forms. As th i rd Bishop o f B i rm ingham, f r om 
1924 to 1952, he was often the centre o f controversy, for his advanced 
modernism. This reached a peak w i t h the publ icat ion o f his provocat ive 
book , The Rise of Christianity. He served the t r u t h , as God gave h im to 
see the t ru th . I t was said o f h im " He was the mildest-mannered man 
that ever scuttled a ship or cut a throat " (Byron). A n d it is this that w i l l 
remain in the memory o f al l who knew h im—tha t gracious and courageous 
personali ty, the fearless champion o f unpopular causes, the generous 
host, and the devoted disciple o f his Lo r d . 

One o f his last appearances in publ ic in B i rm ingham was on October 
11th, 1952, to attend the Quater-centenary celebrations, and i n part icular 
to dedicate the War Memor ia l in the rebui l t Upper Cor r idor . 

The Bai l i f f writes : 
" K i n g Edward's has had few more dist inguished or loyal sons. 

Indeed, D r . Barnes takes his place on the Bench o f O ld Edward ian 
Bishops which includes Benson, L igh t foo t and Westcott. 

He was educated first at the Camp H i l l G rammar School ; and then, 
as the leaving age at Camp H i l l was sixteen and a half, at New Street. A t 
bo th he had a most successful career. Though i t was many years before 
he returned to B i rmingham as its Bishop, he was a Governor , representing 
the Universi ty o f Cambr idge, long before his re turn . I n fact, when he 
ret ired f r om the Govern ing Body, he had been a governor longer than 
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any l i v ing man , and longer than al l but a very few in the long list o f 
the school's Governors. 

I t was characteristic o f h im , however, that though the office o f 
Bai l i f f normal ly comes after some eight or ten years as a Governor , D r . 
Barnes refused i t t i l l , a few years ago, he felt he could spare the t ime to do 
fa i th fu l ly a l l the wo r k the office entai led. 

His interest i n the school was always keen, even in the years when 
he was away f r om B i rm ingham. He was always a loyal member o f the 
O.E. Associat ion, and has long been a vice-president. 

As a Governor he was wise in counsel, tact fu l and moderate in the 
expression of his own views, reasonable in seeing the v iewpoint o f others. 
To younger Governors, in part icular , he was a k i nd and generous f r iend. 
I f he owed much to the school, as surely he d id , the school owed not less 
to h im . " 

C O M M O N R O O M 
We welcome the fo l low ing new members o f the Common Room : 
M r . J. T . K. Adams, who has come to K i n g Edward's f r om Christ 's 

College, Cambridge. He spent the early part o f his l i fe in Uruguay, and 
since the war has served w i t h the Br i t ish Counci l there. As well as teaching 
modern languages here, he is Cu l tu ra l A t tach i to the Uruguayan 
Embassy i n London . 

D r . R. S. A l l i son , who has come to teach Science. He was previously 
at Sheffield Universi ty, where he was do ing research i n glass technology. 

M r . P. B. Chapman, who has come f r om Corpus Chr is t i College, 
Cambr idge, to teach Mathematics. 

M r . C. H . Dodds, who has come f r om Abbotsho lme School, Derby
shire, to teach Biology. 

M r . G . E. Cooper, who has taught previously at Brad fo rd Grammar 
School and Christ 's Hospi ta l and jo ined us in January to teach 
Mathemat ics. 

We congratulate : 
M r . and Mrs . Freeman, on the b i r th o f a son, on July 18th. 
M r . and Mrs . Skinner, on the b i r t h o f a son, on August 13th. 

PREFECTS 
We congratulate J. D. L. A D A M S on his appointment as Captain o f 

the School, and J. L. W I L K I N S , on his appointment as Vice-Captain o f 
the School. 

The fo l low ing gentlemen have been appointed Prefects : 
A . B R A M L E Y , Secretary o f the A r t Circle ; Secretary o f the Ar ts 

Society (Jeune). 
G. D. C L A R K , House Capta in (Levett). 
P. R. F O X A L L , House Captain (Cary Gilson). 
J. A . P. F U E R Y , Capta in o f Athlet ics ; Secretary o f Swimming 

(Evans). 
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B. C. G A N E , P.T. Leader ; Secretary o f the Geographical Society 
(Evans). 

N . W . C . G A R D N E R , C . S . M . in the C . C . F . (Prince Lee). 
K. S . H U D S O N , Vice-Captain o f Rugby Foo tba l l ; House Captain 

(Evans). 
A . D . K I R K B Y , Ed i to r o f the C H R O N I C L E ; School L i b r a r i a n ; 

Secretary o f the Mode rn Language Society ; A . S . M . in the Scouts (Gifford). 
R. G . M E N D E L S S O H N , House Captain (Gifford). 
G . P. S I M P S O N , Capta in o f the House (Vardy). 
J. M . V E R N O N , Secretary o f the Scientific Society (Cary Gilson). 

C O L O U R S 

We congratulate : 
A . J. G . C A M P B E L L and E. L . B. S A X O N on the award o f their School 

Cr icket Colours. 
M . W I L K I N S on the award o f his School Cr icket Blazer. 
G . R. H O R T O N , J . S. P E N D R Y , M . J. S U T T O N , and J. D . W A T E R S T R E E T 

on the award of their X X I I Colours. 
A . B R A M L E Y , N . C. B R O W N , B. C. G A N E , K. S. H U D S O N and D . F. 

L O M A X on being re-awarded their School Rugby Foo tba l l Colours. 
J. D . L . A D A M S , R. W . N . D A V I S , B. J. P I E R C E , P . R. F O X A L L , 

G . P . S I M P S O N , R. K. W I L S O N and A . M A N D E R S on the award of their 
School Rugby Foo tba l l Colours. 

K. R. R U S H T O N on being re-awarded his School X X X Colours. 
D . E. P L E W S on the award o f his School X X X Colours. 
J. D . L . A D A M S and B. J . P I E R C E on the re-award o f their School 

Swimming Colours. 
J. A . P . F U E R Y and P . R. F O X A L L on the award of their School 

Swimming Colours. 
A . W . H A R R I S on being re-awarded his School Tennis Colours. 
E. D . H A T E L E Y and H . K. L A W R E N C E on the award o f their School 

Tennis Colours. 
R. V . B . S M I T H and J. G . H E N L Y on the award o f their School 

Shoot ing Colours. 

We congratulate G . C. W E E K S , O.E. , on being selected to play 
Squash for Ox fo rd against Cambr idge. 

T H E C A R T L A N D R O O M 
I n 1944 the Pr iory Estate, K ing 's Heath , wh ich for more than a 

hundred years had been the home o f the Car t land fami ly , was sold to 
the Governors o f the School as a site for the new Camp H i l l Schools. 

Many o ld Edwardians w i l l remember the Vicarage Road field on 
the Estate, w i t h affection ; the Rugby Footba l l C lub played here for 
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many seasons. One wel l remembers dur ing matches that i t was not 
unusual fo r the soldierly figure o f Ma j o r Howa rd Car t land to be seen 
canter ing round the ground on a whi te horse. Ma j o r Car t land was the 
last occupier o f the Pr iory and i t was as a result o f his death that i t came 
in to the market—since his grand-nephews and heirs to the proper ty , 
Ma j o r Rona ld Car t land and Ma j o r An thony Car t land, had bo th been 
k i l led in act ion dur ing the w i thdrawa l f r om Dunk i r k on 31st May , 1940. 

I t was i n this way that the property descended to M r . John Car t land 
and Captain Geoffrey Crawshay, nephews of the late Ma j o r Howa rd 
Car t land. 

When the whole property had been sold to the Governors, these 
two gentlemen wished to make a gif t to take some tangible f o rm at K i ng 
Edward's School in order to record the passing o f the last o f the Car t land 
lands in B i rm ingham to the Governors. 

I t was after a meeting w i t h the then Head Mas te r—Mr . (now Sir) 
Charles Mor r i s , that i t was arranged that the donors wou ld set aside 
£2,000 to prov ide the panel l ing, equipment and major furnishings for a 
Common Room for senior boys of the School. 

Abou t this t ime also, Mrs . George Car t land presented to the School 
the Sword awarded to her son, the late Ma jo r Trevor Car t land, when he 
passed out first f r om Sandhurst in 1912. Ma j o r Trevor Car t land was 
k i l led in act ion on 1st July, 1916. I t was his mother 's wish that the new 
Common Room , presented by other members o f the fami ly , should house 
also this Sword as a permanent reminder o f the war- t ime sacrifices o f the 
Car t land fami ly in two Wars , wh ich had included also Co l . Ber t ram Cart 
land (father o f Rona ld and An thony ) , who was k i l led in act ion leading 
the 1st Bat ta l ion Worcestershire Regiment on 27th May , 1918. 

Accord ing ly , M r . Ho l land Hobbiss was asked in his design o f the 
r oom to include a special housing for the Sword as an integral par t o f 
the panel l ing over the fireplace. 

The money made available for equipping a Common Room cou ld 
not , o f course, be used unt i l the Governors had themselves provided the 
new f loor which was designed to ho ld , not only the Common Room , but 
also the Study Rooms. The obta in ing o f a license for this wo rk took 
t ime, bu t a start was made on the actual bu i ld ing in Ma r ch , 1952. There
after great act iv i ty ensued, first w i t h M r . Howa r t h , and next w i t h the 
present Chief Master in the selection o f the equipment and furnishings. 
Each contr ibuted much to the final pattern o f the r oom as one sees i t now, 
and one recalls w i t h pleasure and grat i tude the many meetings which 
took place, amidst a mul t i tude o f plans, catalogues and brochures. One 
recalls also that i t was Sir Charles Mor r i s , after visi t ing Charterhouse 
School ( incidental ly the School o f the younger Cart lands), who expressed 
the hope that i t wou ld be possible i n our own Common Room to repro
duce something l ike the central feature o f the Boys' Common Room at 
Charterhouse, where there is a part icular ly fine central fireplace fo rm ing 
a focal po int in the r oom around which boys cou ld cluster and chat. I 
th ink i t w i l l be agreed that M r . Hobbiss has accomplished the fireplace 
feature in the Cart land Room very well indeed, and i t is good to th ink 
that this feature also houses the Car t land Sword. 

To one who knew the circumstances surrounding the gift and who 
believed so utter ly in the value wh ich such a gif t wou ld have in the life o f 
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the School , the Opening Ceremony on 22nd September, 1953, was very 
mov ing . 

Look i ng back one can do no more than repeat the hope that genera
t ions o f Edwardians w i l l honour the trust wh ich has been placed in them 
in this g i f t to them by the Car t land fami ly o f so lovely a r oom. Speaking 
for that fami ly , one can say again that they w i l l be wel l rewarded i f those 
who have the privi lege o f using the r oom w i l l be thereby helped to serve 
the School i n their day and generation ; and because o f this service w i l l 
learn to serve thereafter their Ci ty and their Coun t ry i n a wider wo r l d . 

C .D .A .P . 

T H E W A R M E M O R I A L C H A P E L 
Services have been held this te rm as before, w i t h a series o f addresses 

on The Lord 's Prayer and another on the Service of Evensong, at Evening 
Prayers and Evensong respectively. The Chapel Choi r , wh ich at the 
beginning o f term was natura l ly inexperienced, now sounds l ike a t ru ly 
seasoned body o f singers. 

The inter ior o f the Chapel begins to look a l i t t le l ike what we want 
i t to become. There are now twelve benches i n use, four having been 
completed this term by volunteers f r om the School Scout G roup , led by 
P. K. Hodgkiss. M r . Porter and Levett have made us a notable g i f t—an 
oak chest for use as a credence and for stor ing the appurtenances o f the 
altar. Last year's Prefects have given an A l ta r Book , and other gifts 
have been promised by some o f last year's leavers. 

We are now considering the design and prov is ion o f an altar, kneel ing 
rails for the choir and the f ron t rows of benches, and stalls for the off iciant 
and choir-master. In al l these matters we cont inue to draw on the advice 
and help wh ich M r . Hu r n so readily places at our disposal. 

F.J.W. 

S C H O O L N E W S 
We congratulate D. H . Benson upon his election to the Dale 

Memor ia l Meda l , and to the Kn igh t Memor ia l Meda l for the A r m y 
section o f the C.C.F. 

We congratulate R. S. Lowr ie , upon his election to the Kn i gh t 
Memor i a l Meda l (A i r Force). 

We offer our congratulat ions to B. C. Homer upon his election to 
the Bache Memor ia l Cup , and to P. S. Trevis upon his election to the 
Hammond Debat ing T rophy . 

Du r i ng the recent hol idays seven Edwardians ventured to Canada. 
D . H . Benson and O. S. Wheatley travelled on the W . H . Rhodes 
Educat ional Trust tour o f the Dom in i on , whi ls t P. R. Foxa l l , B. C. Gane, 
J . A . A . Stockwin and R. C. Blythe were inv i ted to accompany the 
Br i t ish Schools Exp lo r ing Society to the Lake Stuart area o f Br i t ish 
Co lumbia . A . R. G . Deasley, being a Scotsman, ventured to Medic ine 
Ha t , merely to spend a por t ion o f his for tune. 



The Prefects' Summer Dance was the usual social success, and we 
were indeed glad to see so many recent O l d Edwardians present. The 
tickets for the Prefects' Christmas Bal l , held on December 29th in Big 
School, were art ist ical ly executed and the price for them was merely 
nomina l . 

We noticed w i t h genuine art ist ic appreciat ion the design o f the 
School Christmas Card . 

A l t hough the col lect ion is, as yet, incomplete we note that the 
photographs o f past XVs and X I s are beginning to appear. A t the 
moment these photographs are enhancing the appearance o f the 
Car t land F loor , wh ich , contrary to al l expectations, has been opened 
pr io r to the Quin-centenary. Our Arch i tec tura l Correspondent assures 
us that the appropr iate Un i on has sacked those responsible. 

We congratulate the members o f the X V upon their v ic tory over 
Bromsgrove by nine points to n i l , and on thus w inn ing the Siviter Smith 
Cup for the th i rd successive year. 

Du r i ng the course of the te rm, in place o f fou r th per iod on Saturday, 
members o f the Sixth and Upper Sixth Forms have been privi leged to 
hear four or five in fo rma l talks on a wide range o f topics, under the 
general t i t le o f " The Wo r l d in which we l i ve . " 

Here we should l ike to recall one o f the highl ights o f the Summer 
Te rm , 1953. On Monday , July 20th, Big School resounded to the excellent, 
and understanding, renderings o f various t rad i t iona l tunes and fo lk 
songs. 

Simi lar ly , this te rm, those for tunate enough to be present, have 
heard numerous variat ions on Handel 's " Water Mus i c . " 

For our fashion note this term we should l ike to deplore the standard 
o f turn-out in some o f the recent House Matches. 

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
O L D E D W A R D I A N L E T T E R 

To the Editor of the C H R O N I C L E . 
S I R , 

The Associat ion can c la im this year to have pursued w i t h considerable 
success its two closely-related a ims—mainta in ing touch w i t h the School ; 
and prov id ing a social centre for O ld Edwardians l iv ing in or near Bir
mingham. No t for a long t ime has l iaison w i t h the School been so close 
and f ru i t f u l ; and the C lub rooms are being visited more and more 
not only by T own Members but by O ld Boys, whether Coun t ry or 
Hono ra ry Members or even not Members at a l l , anxious to keep or 
renew contact w i t h K i n g Edward 's . Mo r e and more is the Associat ion 
wo r th j o i n i ng , al ike on pract ical and on patr iot ic grounds. 

This year has seen the money secured that was needed to complete 
the Swimming Bath by bu i ld ing the Close and sur round planned in 1945. 
I n a l l , your O ld Boys w i l l have raised for this War Memor ia l close on 
£20,000, as good an effort as most schools can show. I n add i t ion , there 
have been a number o f special benefactions. M r . Powel l , f r om the 
apparent ly inexhaustible Heath Memor i a l Fund , was able to furn ish one 
o f the studies on the Car t land F loor ; on the in i t ia t ive o f M r . Biggs, 
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another w a s furnished by O l d E d w a r d i a n s anxious to c o m m e m o r a t e the 
late R . J . T . B r y a n t ; a n d a t h i r d is the gift o f the O l d E d w a r d i a n M a s o n i c 
L o d g e . T h e r e have been O . B . contr ibut ions , too, to the embel l i shment 
o f the rebuilt " U p p e r C o r r i d o r . " 

N o less notable , no less useful , has been the attendance o f O l d B o y s 
at S c h o o l " events " — i n p a r t i c u l a r at C r i c k e t a n d F o o t b a l l matches a n d 
at the A t h l e t i c a n d S w i m m i n g S p o r t s . T o help this sort of thing the 
A s s o c i a t i o n n o w sends to a l l its M e m b e r s , twice a y e a r , a p o s t - c a r d 
giving the dates o f interesting fixtures, both O . E . a n d S c h o o l . 

A r e c o r d n u m b e r o f boys leaving S c h o o l in J u l y accepted the 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s invi tat ion to take tea i n the C l u b R o o m s ; a n d there w a s 
a r e c o r d intake o f M e m b e r s f r o m the 1953 " l e a v e r s . " I n one respect 
there is r o o m for i m p r o v e m e n t . T o o m a n y O . E ' s . seem, after j o i n i n g the 
A s s o c i a t i o n , to v a n i s h either d u r i n g their t ime at the U n i v e r s i t y or d u r i n g 
their mi l i tary service. O n e ventures to hope the G e n i s t a C l u b at O x f o r d 
a n d the T u d o r C l u b at C a m b r i d g e w i l l impress on their m e m b e r s that the 
A s s o c i a t i o n as a w h o l e is not less i m p o r t a n t t h a n a n y o f its parts . B u t 
the rea l r e m e d y is w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s : i f they w i l l only keep the H o n . 
R e g i s t r a r in formed o f the inevitable changes of address , he w i l l not lightly 
let t h e m go. 

T h e O . E . C . C . a n d the O . E . G o l f i n g Society h a d a good year . O f 
the O . E . F . C . it has to be reported that its r e c o r d last season w a s poor . 
T h i s season has started very m u c h b e t t e r — w i t h the O l d A l l e y n i a n s a n d 
O l d Whitgi f t ians beaten a n d M o s e l e y r u n to a close result . N o t only i n 
the first fifteen but a l l through the C l u b there is a far better spirit . 

L i t t l e r o o m is left for the congratulat ions the S c h o o l deserves a n d 
the good wishes it w i l l a l w a y s have . W e do congratulate y o u , t h o u g h , 
on the h a r d , i f unsuccess fu l , fight against D e n s t o n e a n d on y o u r bri l l iant 
w i n against B r o m s g r o v e in w h a t m u s t have been one o f the toughest 
games ever seen at E a s t e r n R o a d . A speedy recovery to a l l y o u r 
casualt ies , wel l as the substitutes have been p l a y i n g ; a n d good l u c k 
against C h r i s t ' s H o s p i t a l a n d Cardif f . Success , too, i n due season, to the 
E l e v e n a n d to the fives team a n d S w i m m i n g E i g h t . I n a w o r d , a good 
year to y o u . O . E . 

C A M B R I D G E L E T T E R 

To the Editor of the C H R O N I C L E , T h e T u d o r C l u b , 
S I R C a m b r i d g e . 

I t is c u s t o m a r y for o u r letter to leave C a m b r i d g e m u c h later t h a n 
m i d - N o v e m b e r , but since the E d i t o r o f the C H R O N I C L E is pressing for o u r 
report , the T u d o r C l u b must loyal ly fall into l ine. N o t that w e are 
re luctant to keep y o u informed o f our a f fa irs—for h o w is it fitting to feel 
s h a m e for that w e c a n n o t hide ? — b u t the p la in truth is that we have 
been so occupied in our o w n i n d i v i d u a l pursuits that w e h a v e been 
u n a b l e to study the habits o f our fellow O . E . s . W e are not even sure w h o 
are our fellow O . E . s . , as the C l u b s h o w s o m i n o u s but fashionable signs o f 
a split . I f our eyes have seen incongruit ies , perhaps w e were mistaken ; 
at least let us hope that we k n o w w h o w e are personal ly , i f not col lectively , 
a n d report w h a t exists in spirit , i f not in l iteral detai l . 
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R. A . Toml inson (St. John's) is the leader o f the breakaway, bu t his 
quotat ions f r om Catul lus can usually soothe our wra th . We suspect 
that they may, however, i r r i ta te his chief henchman, H . G . Brierley 
(K ing 's ) , who has at last pol luted his once-immaculate scarf ; on the 
other hand i t may be merely a passing phase. 

The air at Down ing is once more fresh w i t h the radiant bonhomie o f 
R. N . Doubleday, now relieved o f the cares of being President, and able 
to th row of f his mantle o f pol i t ica l neutral i ty. A lso under the blue cloak 
is J. de C . L i ng (Clare) our new President, whose passionate devot ion to 
the r iver bids fair to exclude h im f r om the bar, i f not the Bar. By contrast, 
the air beneath D. J. M c K . " Bruiser " Fo rd (M i t re ) is not quite so clear. 
He is wr i t i ng out an evict ion order against the proctors but st i l l remains 
benign enough to ask " How 's i t going ? " to al l our sleuths. D . C . 
Duckwo r t h (Sidney Sussex) or E. H . G . Ch i t ham (Jesus) cou ld probably 
supply the answers. 

P. K. Harber (Christ 's) is rumoured to keep strange company, bu t 
J. A . N i m m o visits al l the best restaurants for lunch and Dudy . Our 
other Chr is t ian, M . C. Dodd , is a j o l l y fine chap. 

A resting-place has been found for W . R. Smith (St. John's) i n the 
anti-Scott ish set ; he never lacks in spir i t , i f spir i t never lacks. Yet even 
he is kept under cont ro l by secretary D . C . Wa r d (St. John's), who 
manages a cafe selling mushroom omelettes and Labour sandwich spread. 

I n Caius ' , D . B. H i l l is not, but N . Sankarayya is, head o f a new 
cul t , and looks down on the bustle o f the market-place. R. F. Peierls 
argues about everything when challenged, a l though D. E. L l oyd is 
always at least three moves ahead. 

We look upon G . J. Tayar (Jesus) w i t h the suspicion that revo lu t ion 
is imminent . He is gathering his reds for a b ig break. W h o knows, he 
may have enlisted I . R. McCle l land (Sidney Sussex) and G. T. Lya l l 
(Pembroke) in to Iris conspiracy. They have disappeared lately, even 
f r om lectures. 

M . F. Pride (T r in i t y Ha l l ) has once more donned his soccer boots, 
and out at Pe'erhouse, H . B. Got tschalk is sti l l th row ing the dice. By 
the law o f average Venus w i l l turn up one day. 

P. J. Welbank 's you th hostel i n T r in i t y may wel l be patronised by 
the Mather Brothers ; but then T r i n i t y now shows lamentable signs o f 
decadence. 

We are pleased to be able to report the effervescence of A . H . 
La tham (Selwyn) who revolves in dramat ic circles, and o f R. M . W i l k i n 
son (Pembroke), who is fizzing round the inside of the circumference. 
His comrade in distress is R. C . Perkins (Clare), a man o f resource in 
many spheres. As treasurer o f our C lub , he has dodged the police 
admirably . But i f any o f your readers feel urged to help us, we can 
supply his address. 

The t ru th is out , sir ; we can th ink o f no platitudes w i t h wh ich to 
close. We were al l pleased to read that Bromsgrove have once more 
been bounced ; we look fo rward to seeing the Car t land Room , even i f 
our foibles preclude us f r om membership. 

A merry Christmas to you a l l . 
We remain, sir, 

You r obedient servant, 
C A N T A B R I G I E N S I S . 
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T H E O X F O R D L E T T E R 

As far as numbers go, I th ink that K.E.S. can regard the senior 
universities w i t h satisfaction. We hear that at the " other p lace," there 
are some th i r t y O.E.s, whi le at Ox fo rd we have nearly sixty, inc lud ing 
dons. Potent ial Firsts and Blues may be few in number, i f not quite 
non-existent, bu t in many aspects o f Univers i ty l i fe , O.E.s are, as ever, 
p lay ing an active part . 

Last year, we had the inspi rat ion of Bruce Laugh land, whose 
con t r ibu t ion to Ox fo rd theatre w i l l long be remembered, and D o n 
Col l is , whose singing soothed every heart save his own ; but they have 
gone, and we can only wish them, and al l O.E.s who fought their last 
battles here in the Examinat ion schools i n June, every success i n the 
outside wo r l d . 

O f the present members o f the Genista C lub , we notice the h igh 
p ropor t ion of Wadham men. A band of eight, headed by J. D. Moun t 
f o rd , are to be seen regular ly i n the " K ing 's A rms , " a l though J. L. 
Eaton and P. Har l i ng do venture fur ther afield to " reel " w i t h the 
Scottish C lub , and J. A . Vei tch has been known to f ly w i t h the O .U . A i r 
Squadron. 

A t Ba l l io l , P. A . Gardner appeared i n the college p roduc t ion o f 
" O the l l o , " out o f wh ich J. C. F ie ld , as Publ ic i ty Agent , made qui te a 
considerable prof i t . 

I n the musical wo r l d , T . F. H . Oxley (Chr ist Church) and D . A . 
Wr i gh t (Exeter) are fo l low ing i n the foot-steps, or rather the organ-
stops, o f A . J. Cooke (Keble) and have proved, I th ink , that some 
Edwardians have higher musical aspirations than the singing o f 
" Jerusalem." 

We have three pairs o f brothers here at present. F. W . Wr i gh t 
(L inco ln ) is happi ly marr ied, but st i l l finds t ime to study Medic ine, and 
to warn his brother, P. F. J. Wr igh t (St. Cath.'s) o f the dangers o f student 
l i fe. The Bantock Boys are neighbours at New College and Her t f o rd , 
and the Trevis Twins , a l though reading different subjects at different 
colleges, are frequently seen together, much to everyone's confusion. 

I t is perhaps very " obiter " to say that G . R. Green is p lay ing 
rugger fur iously ; that G . W . Peters harangues Labour C lub meetings 
frequent ly ; that M . J. Dav ison st i l l plays the clarinet ; that T . H . 
Keeley is st i l l " Ha r r y Brokers " ; or that J. R. Char lesworth has the 
noisiest M .G . in Ox fo rd ; . . . or even that some O.E.s (the ones we never 
see) are work ing almost as hard as J. B. Gottschalk. 

Al together, Ox fo rd benefits greatly f r om our presence. I t is 
interesting to note that , whereas singing in publ ic is usually f rowned on 
by the Proctors, a rendering o f the " I r on Heart o f England " on the 
steps of the Radcli f fe was hai led by many as the musical event o f last 
year. 

Yours sincerely, 
O X O M E N S I S . 

I n the J u l y edition of the C H R O N I C L E , the report on the J u n i o r D r a m a t i c Society 
appeared over the initials P . H . H . T h e s e should have been D . A . P . W . 
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R U G B Y F O O T B A L L 

The steadily increasing standard o f 
Rugby since the war has so far not been 
halted this season. Af ter last year's 
somewhat d isappoint ing X V i t is 
pleasing to be able to report that the 
results have been quite good to date. 

There is some dif f icul ty in giv ing a report on a season when there is 
stil l a number o f impor tan t games to be played, bu t at the moment the 
prospects are very br ight . The forwards, as has been the general ru le 
dur ing the last three or four seasons, are good and have held their own 
against some stiff opposi t ion. Their power lies in speed on the loose bal l 
and general bust l ing, intel l igent play. However, i n the matches against 
Bromsgrove and Denstone, they were outplayed in the set scrums and 
harr ied in the loose mauls where the heeling was often rather sluggish. 
The backs are sett l ing down now in to a very competent l ine after the first 
three games when they were rather unsett led, mainly due to injuries and 
posi t ional changes. The wings run very hard al though not as fast as last 
year's. This lack o f speed is counteracted, however, because the bal l 
reaches them quicker th rough very balanced and often clever runn ing 
by the fly-half and centres. The defence has improved in every game, 
especially against Bromsgrove, whi ls t the k ick ing and handl ing are o f a 
competent standard. 

I f the cover ing o f the forwards is faster and their b ind ing in the 
loose and t ight-scrums more determined, then, w i th some more in i t ia t ive 
in both attack and defence f r om the backs, the team may not be beaten 
for the rest o f this term. 

The second X V is probably the most successful for the last six or 
seven years, as, a l though i t is fa i r ly young and not filled w i th stars, the 
members t ra in hard and , most impor tan t , play as a team. The pack is 
quite tough and contains some very promis ing mater ial whi lst the backs, 
guided by the experience o f R. G . Mendelssohn, the Capta in , show 
considerable scoring power and a tenacious defence. The wo r t h o f this 
team is shown by its fine unbeaten record so far and especially a most 
notable v ic tory over Denstone by 8-pts. to 5-pts. 

W i t h seven matches played and four won , i t can be seen that the 
Under 16 X V is a competent i f not an outstanding team. The pack, 
which is very large, shows considerable speed, spir i t and intell igence after 
its excellent coaching f r om M r . Osborne. The backs, however, a l though 
very good in defence, lack penetrative power and in i t iat ive. There are a 
number o f promis ing players, nevertheless, and the whole team is ably 
captained by J. S. Pendry. 

The Under 15 X V have lost one match , d rawn one and won one, in 
that order. They have the bare nucleus o f a workab le side and must 
learn to adapt their play to give the best chances to the few strong runners 
that they possess. 

U p to the present the Under 14 X V has played two matches, having 
beaten R.G.S. Worcester 9-0 and lost to K.E.G.S. , Camp H i l l , 6-3, after 
a very close struggle. W i t h a heavy but inexperienced pack and some very 
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determined runners amongst the three-quarters, the prospects for the 
fu ture are promis ing. 

I n conclusion, may we thank M r . Parry fo r his unf lagging energy 
and his advice and enthusiasm in coaching the X V . Our thanks are also 
due to Messrs. Leeds, Osborne, Sacret, McGawley and But t le , and to a l l 
the other members o f the staff who help to coach, organise or referee 
games. Their unselfish efforts are helping to raise the standard o f 
Rugger at K i n g Edward's cont inual ly . May we also express our apprecia
t ion o f the interest and support shown by the Chief Master, the School 
and its fr iends. 

J . L . W . 

F O O T B A L L R E S U L T S 

T H E X V 

Date Opponents Played Result Score 
O c t . 3 Ratc l i fTe Co l l ege Away Won 25 6 

10 R . G . S . W o r c e s t e r Home Won 18 6 
17 D e n s t o n e Co l l ege Home Lost 8 11 
24 T r e n t C o l l e g e Away Won 13 
27 S o l i h u l l S c h o o l Away Won 30 0 
31 W o r k s o p Co l l ege Home Won 28 9 

N o v . 7 Won 9 0 
14 N o t t i n g h a m H i g h S c h o o l A way Won 11 0 
21 W r e k i n Col lege A way Won 5 3 

S E C O N D X V 
Date Opponents Played Result Score 

3 B r o m s g r o v e S c h o o l Home Won 20 3 
10 R . G . S . W o r c e s t e r Won 28 3 
17 D e n s t o n e Co l l ege Away Won 8 5 
24 S e b r i g h t S c h o o l 1st X V Won 15 3 

N o v . 14 S o l i h u l l S c h o o l Home Won 25 3 
21 Drawn 16 16 

Date 
O c t . 3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

N o v . 11 
14 
21 

U N D E R S I X T E E N X V 

Opponents Played Result 
R a t c l i f f e Co l l ege 2 n d X V Away Lost 
B r o m s g r o v e S c h o o l A way Won 
D e n s t o n e Co l l ege Away Lost 
T r e n t Co l l ege Away Won 
W o r k s o p C o l l e g e Home Won 
R u g b y S c h o o l Home Lost 
N o t t i n g h a m H i g h S c h o o l Away Won 
W r e k i n Co l l ege Home Drawn 

Score 
5 

18 
5 

29 
19 

3 
9 
9 

8 
6 
6 
0 
0 
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U N D E R F I F T E E N X V 

Date Opponents Played Result Score 
O c t . 3 B r o m s g r o v e S c h o o l Home Lost 6 25 

10 R . G . S . W o r c e s t e r Home Drawn 9 9 
24 S e b r i g h t S c h o o l Home Won 17 0 

U N D E R F O U R T E E N X V 

Date Opponents Played Result Score 
O c t . 10 R . C . S . W o r c e s t e r Won 9 3 

17 K . E . G . S . C a m p H i l l Away Lost 3 6 



T H E X V versus B R O M S G R O V E 

S i V I T E R - S M I T H C U P M A T C H 

The match was played at Eastern Road on November 7th. The 
weather was very du l l , w i t h an almost gale-force w ind at t imes, b low ing 
down the p i tch. Bromsgrove won the toss, played w i th the w i nd , and 
ominously won the bal l i n the early stages o f the game. Du r i n g the 
first crucial fifteen minutes we d id wel l to ho ld them. The tone and pace 
o f the game was set i n one part icular piece o f hosti le fo l lowing-up which 
crushed Lomax , the fu l l -back, against the goal-posts. For tunate ly we 
d id not panic and made few mistakes. The tension was eased towards 
the end o f the first half, when we forced the play up to the Bromsgrove 
l ine and kept i t there for a few minutes. This incident was probably 
the tu rn ing po in t o f the whole game because when the whist le blew for 
hal f - t ime, Bromsgrove had not scored. Our defence, wh ich had obviously 
saved us so far, was very sound in every department, especially W i l son 
who covered magnif icent ly and Lomax whose posi t ional play was first-
rate. 

A f te r the in terva l , so long as we cou ld get enough of the ba l l , i t was 
clear we cou ld w i n . F r om the first k ick we were in Bromsgrove ter r i tory , 
because o f the w ind , and we cont inued to get the bal l near to their l ine, 
even though Mac lach lan, their hooker, was per forming magnif icent ly. 
The opposing side was certainly shaky under pressure, and its lack o f 
balance became evident when we d id score. A good piece o f wo r k by 
Foxa l l in the l ine-out enabled Wi l k ins to th row a long pass to Pierce, 
who took i t cleanly, ran down the middle and split their defence. Abou t 
15 yards f r om their l ine he threw a long pass to Simpson, comparat ively 
unmarked, who picked the bal l up cleanly and broke the tension by 
runn ing very wel l and scoring i n the corner. Bramley just fai led w i t h 
the k ick . Then after good wo r k by Brown in the loose and a smother ing 
tackle by Hudson , their fu l l -back was penalised for ly ing on the bal l 
under their own posts. Simpson converted it easily and this was the end 
o f Bromsgrove, the score now being 6 points to n i l . Plews added another 
t ry by reversing through the Bromsgrove forwards to make i t 9-0 just 
before the end. When the f inal whist le blew Bromsgrove were vain ly 
pressing our l ine in an at tempt to score. 

Thus for the th i rd year runn ing K i n g Edward's won the Siviter-
Smith Cup by a hard- fought v ictory against good, and most spor t ing, 
opposi t ion. J .L .W. 

C H A R A C T E R S OF T H E X V 

J. L. W I L K I N S (18 years 1 month) (1951-2-3-4) (11 st. 21b.). 
A l t hough he has not regained complete confidence after a season's 

absence, his play is normal ly o f a high standard. His service f r om the 
base o f the scrum has been excellent : he throws a long , accurate pass 
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which has given the backs plenty o f r o om in wh ich to manoeuvre. He 
kicks soundly, bo th i n attack and defence ; sometimes he tends to k i ck 
too l ow and gives the opposi t ion a slight chance o f charging i t down , 
whi le he cou ld improve his lef t- footed clearances in to touch. 

For a scrum hal f he has a first rate personal at tack, and is extremely 
di f f icul t to stop near the l ine. He has been faul ted for overdoing the 
break, but more effective backing up by the back row wou ld have made 
this less obvious. 

As captain he has set a fine example bo th on and of f the field. On 
the field he has inspired the team by his play rather than by words ; 
and off the field he has made the team t ra in and practice hard , thus 
ensuring a conf ident team. (Heath) K .S .H . 

K. S. H U D S O N (18 years 7 months) (1951-2-3-4) (12 st. 2 lb.). 
A centre three-quarter who has per formed his task o f mak ing 

openings for the faster members o f the l ine admirably . He is very 
strongly bui l t and takes a number o f hard knocks to prevent the other 
smaller players f r om gett ing hur t . He now has regained fu l ly his conf i 
dence f r om a very bad in jury o f two seasons ago. He runs very hard , 
shows a fine knowledge o f the game, and has obviously la id the founda
t ions for this season's successful three-quarter l ine. His defence is very 
sound in al l respects but he must t ry to cover the loose bal l quicker. 
A l t hough sti l l a l i t t le slow off the mark he must be congratulated on the 
way he has trained to regain most o f his former speed. As Vice-Captain 
his advice has been sound and readi ly fo r thcoming , being in every way 
o f the greatest possible assistance on and of f the field. 

(Captain of Evans) 

D . F. L O M A X (18 years 1 month) (1951-2-3-4) (12 st. 1 lb.) 
A fu l l -back o f considerable experience, who a l though lack ing some 

confidence at the beginning o f the season has improved cont inual ly since 
then. H is posi t ional play and superb tackl ing make up for a certain lack 
o f speed, whi lst his touch-k ick ing w i t h either foo t is o f a high standard. 

He drops-on w i t h great valour, wh ich , combined w i t h his calmness, 
has saved the team on a number o f occasions. He is st i l l slow in catching 
the ro l l i ng bal l and gett ing i t in to touch and should sometimes attempt 
to begin a movement on his own. We are wai t ing pat ient ly for his first 
major blunder as Secretary. (Captain of Jeune) 

N . C. B R O W N (18 years 3 months) (1951-2-3-4) (12 st. 4 lb.) . 
Lock - fo rwa rd , w i th considerable experience i n this pos i t ion, who 

has to do a lo t o f wo rk , as the back row o f the scrum is a l i t t le slow. He 
plays very hard , having regained most o f his speed in covering wh ich he 
lost last year, and uses his weight to bustle his way th rough , bo th in the 
l ine-outs and in the loose. His handl ing and smother tack l ing are 
effective and he is quick on the loose ba l l , bu t he must learn to l ink up 
w i t h the rest o f the forwards. A f te r tak ing an interest in Amer ican 
foo tba l l , his play in the loose has improved tremendously. 

(Captain of Heath) 
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A . B R A M L E Y (17 years 3 months) (1952-3-4) (13 st. 0 lb. ) . 
F ron t - row fo rward . He is probably the best a l l - round player the 

school has produced for some t ime. A l t hough hampered by an i r r i ta t ing 
finger in ju ry , his j ump ing , catching, and heeling o f the bal l i n the l ine-
out are excellent. He runs hard in the loose, has a safe pair o f hands 
and uses the bal l intel l igent ly. His tack l ing, covering and dr ibb l ing set 
an example for the rest o f the forwards wh ich , together w i t h his " scrum-
lead ing , " have helped to mou l d such a competent pack. (Jeune) 

B. C . G A N E (18 years 3 months) (1952-3-4) (10 st. 6 lb.) . 
A smal l bu t wel l -bu i l t hooker, who is very l ively in the loose, bu t has 

not quite reached last season's f o rm yet. He strikes very wel l w i t h either 
foo t , usually gett ing the better o f his opponent. He is very useful i n the 
l ine-out and loose mau l where he expends his energy intel l igent ly. He 
handles and passes the bal l very wel l , bu t is often a l i t t le slow in tack l ing 
and dropping-on. (Evans) 

P . R . F O X A L L (18 years 7 months) (1953-4) (13 st. 5 lb.) . 
Second-row fo rward , who is one of the most improved players i n 

the team. His l ine-out wo r k is very good where he uses his height to 
great advantage. He st i l l , however, does not fight as hard as he should 
al l the t ime and he does not tackle fiercely enough. H is dropp ing-on is 
excellent, his passing, handl ing and dr ibb l ing o f the bal l are good, whi ls t 
his cover ing, i f a l i t t le slow, is safe. (Captain of Cary Gilson) 

R . K . W I L S O N (16 years 11 months) (1953-4) (10 st. 0 lb.) . 
A l t hough or ig inal ly a f ly-half , he has been converted in to a centre-

three-quarter this season and after becoming accustomed to this pos i t ion , 
he has played very wel l . H is r un , wh ich enables h im to penetrate openings 
that the other centre has made for h im , is very deceptive as i t combines 
a fine swerve w i t h a considerable change o f pace. H is tack l ing is very 
good and he covers cont inual ly i n bo th attack and defence. His two 
faults are that he runs across the field i n attack, and that he holds on to 
the bal l too long. Bo th o f these w i l l be remedied by exoerience. 

(Heath) 
G. P. S I M P S O N (17 years 6 months) (1953-4) (9 st. 10 lb. ) . 
W i ng three-quarter, who , once he had settled down and overcome 

his in i t ia l nervousness, has played wel l . As a winger, his size has been a 
handicap, but this has been more than made up for by hard runn ing and 
a deceiving side-step wh ich he has developed. His k ick ing and handl ing 
o f the bal l are very good, especially when i t is greasy, bu t he should 
practise his cross-kicking more. (Vardy) 

K . R . R U S H T O N (18 years 3 months) (12 st. 12 lb.) . 
A ta l l , qui te heavy second-row fo rward who shows considerable 

intell igence in the l ine-outs. H is catching and general handl ing o f the 
bal l is good but he does not always use his height and weight to the best 
advantage. He must learn to fight harder and lose his temper more 
easily. H is defence is very sound but he must be quicker i n attack. 

(Cary Gilson) 
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A . M A N D E R S (18 years 3 months) (1953-54) (12 st. 3 lb.) . 
A w ing- fo rward , who al though rather slow, makes up for this by 

fine posi t ional play, intell igence and a sound knowledge o f the game. 
He tackles and drops-on very wel l , after smother ing the scrum-hal f most 
effectively. He must learn to concentrate all the t ime and to pass the 
bal l quicker, as he is often caught in possession. He has a useful place-
k ick . (Captain of Vardy) 

J. D. L. A D A M S (17 years 9 months) (1953-4) (12 st. 21b.). 
A fa i r ly ta l l , s t rong, f ron t - row fo rward , who plays hard all the t ime 

and does some fine wo rk i n bo th the l ine-outs, where he jumps wel l , and 
i n the loose. I n the t ight-scrums he might learn to fo l low the bal l in to 
the scrum and to b ind lower. His covering is excellent whi lst his tack l ing 
and dr ibb l ing leave noth ing to be desired. He has a bad habit o f over
head passing ; but when he overcomes this, he w i l l be one o f the most 
ski l led and intel l igent o f the forwards. (Prince Lee) 

R. W . N . D A V I S (16 years 8 months) (1953-4) (10 st. 5 lb.). . 
W ing - fo rward . The youngest member o f the team who plays w i t h 

great determinat ion, runn ing very hard when he has the bal l . He is 
learning to break and harry the fly-half most effectively, being very fast on 
the loose bal l . He must learn to back up the scrum-hal f and fly-half when 
they break th rough , and also not to " die w i th the ba l l . " His tack l ing 
and fa l l ing-on are excellent. When called upon he has made an effective 
w ing . (Vardy) 

B. J. P I E R C E (17 years 8 months) (1953-4) (10 st. 8 lbs.). 
Has played in three different posit ions, w ing three-quarter, centre 

three-quarter and fly-half, p lay ing equally well in al l three. He now, at 
last, seems set in the f ly-hal f posi t ion where he handles and passes the 
bal l wel l . He is a very balanced runner and has scored some very good 
tries f r om " cut t h r ough . " His defence is sound but he must tackle his 
opponent quicker and w i t h more determinat ion. (Prince Lee) 

D. E. P L E W S (18 years 1 month) (10 st. 6 lb.) . 
W i ng three-quarter. A newcomer to the team who , a l though he has 

on ly played i n the last five games, has already shown a fine burst o f speed 
and some very hard runn ing abi l i ty . His defence is sound i f a l i t t le 
unor thodox but he must learn not to panic under pressure. His handl ing 
o f the ball is good but he must th ink more quick ly in both attack and 
defence. (Heath) 

The team this year has been : D . F. Lomax , D . E. Plews, K. S. Hudson , 
R. K. Wi l son , G . P. Simpson, B. J. Pieice, J. L. Wi l k ins , J. D . L. Adams, 
B. C. Gane, A . Bramley, P. R. Foxa l l , K. R. Rushton, A . Manders, 
N . C. B rown , R. W . N . Davis. 

A lso played : N . W. C. Gardner (last year's f ly-half , who , th rough 
a bad knee in ju ry has only played two games so far this season, and w i l l 
probably be out o f the game un t i l Chr istmas), D. H . Jackson, J. H . 
Wi l son , E. L. B. Saxon, J. R. Smethurst, P. C. A . Moun t f o r d , R. G . 
Mendelssohn, S. D . L. Ho l l and , J. S Pendry and R. G . Wi l l i son . 
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C R I C K E T R E T R O S P E C T 

The School enjoyed a fa i r ly 
successful season in 1953, w inn ing nine 
games and losing five. Better results 
had been ant ic ipated, as the X I was 
composed main ly o f experienced 
players, but injuries and over-conf id
ence had their effect. The bat t ing was 

fa i r ly consistent, B. C. Homer and G. P. Simpson often being outstanding, 
and w i th six batsmen averaging over fifteen, respectable totals were 
the general rule. The bowl ing was largely in the hands o f D. H . Benson, 
the Capta in , who took fo r ty wickets and O. S. Wheat ley, whose th i r ty -
eight wickets was a creditable performance considering the number o f 
matches he missed through in ju ry . The fielding was good bu t not qui te 
up to the previous year's standard, w i t h the exception of A . C. Smi th , 
who is an exceptionally promis ing wicket-keeper. 

Our thanks must be extended to M r . Gay and M r . Cockle who 
spend so much o f their t ime mou ld ing the X I ; to M r . Leeds and M r . 
T ro t t for their coaching o f the X X I I ; and to Messrs. Freeman, Traynor , 
Sacret, Mat thews, Woods , Robertson and Butt le for their coaching o f 
the jun iors . 

Look i ng ahead to 1954, we can say that w i th four o ld colours st i l l 
at school, the bat t ing should be fa i r ly safe ; but some bowlers w i l l have 
to be unearthed. We look fo rward to an enjoyable season. J .L .W. 

R E S U L T S O F C R I C K E T M A T C H E S 
T H E X I v. B O L T O N S C H O O L 

(Plaved at Eastern Road, '/th July, 1953) 
B o l t o n S c h o o l . . 49 ( D . H . B e n s o n 4 f o r 8, G . P. S i m p s o n 2 f o r 8 ) . 
T H E X I 53 f o r 4 ( B . C. H o m e r 29 n o t o u t ) . 

T H E X I v. S H R E W S B U R Y S C H O O L " A " X I 
(Played at Shrewsbury, 8th July, 1953) 

S h r e w s b u r y 
S c h o o l " A " X I 142 f o r 7 dec la red ( T . C . S . L a n e 53, D . H . B e n s o n 6 f o r 38) . 

T h e X I 143 f o r 4 ( B . C . H o m e r 55 n o t o u t , E . L . B . S a x o n 40 ) . 

T H E X I v. M A N C H E S T E R G R A M M A R S C H O O L 
(Plaved at Manchester, 9th July, 1953) 

M a n c h e s t e r G . S . 136 ( G . O . Edge 56 ) . 
T h e X I 23 f o r 3 ( m a t c h a b a n d o n e d as b a d l i g h t s t o p p e d p l a y ) . 

T H E X I v. B E D F O R D M O D E R N S C H O O L 
(Plavedat Eastern Road, 1 1 / / ; July, 1953) 

B e d f o r d M . S . . . 190 f o r 3 dec lared ( A . N o r m a n 93 n o t , F . C o m e r f o r d 43 ) . 
T h e X I 101 f o r 5 ( G . P. S i m p s o n 37 n o t o u t , D . W i l c o x 2 f o r 9 ) . 

T H E X I v. O L D E D W A R D I A N S A S S O C I A T I O N 
(Played at Eastern Road, July \%th, 1953) 

O l d E d w a r d i a n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n . . 115 ( B . H a r v e y 20, D . H . B e n s o n 4 f o r 3 1 , O . S. W h e a t l e y 

5 f o r 52.) 
T h e X I 116 f o r 2 ( G . P. S i m p s o n 4 4 n o t o u t . J . L . W i l k i n s 37 n o t o u t , 

T . G . F r e e m a n 2 f o r 7) . 
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SWIMMING 
Once again the swimming team 

entered the season w i t h h igh hopes, bu t 
once again the team fai led to fu l f i l its 
in i t ia l promise. This can be ascribed to 
the lack o f really capable sprinters fo r 
the relays. A l l four defeats, by Ha r row , 
Rugby, Shrewsbury and Bromsgrove, 

can be traced to this part icular faul t . W i t h two more, or perhaps even one 
more, fresh and capable sprinter for the relay, the School could well have 
remained unbeaten. In this respect i t was unfor tunate that , owing to 
illness, J. B. Hignet t , last year's vice-captain, was unable to swim in the 
major i t y o f matches. 

For the coming season the prospects are nowhere near so good as 
they were at this t ime last year. W i t h but one colour definitely remain ing, 
much hard t ra in ing w i l l have to be done dur ing the coming months. 
I t is o f no avail i f swimmers await the opening o f the War Memor ia l 
Bath in the Summer Te rm before start ing to t ra in . Let there be no 
mistake—this type o f " t ra in ing " is o f no use. I f the School's present 
h igh standard o f sw imming is to be main ta ined—and i t is now higher 
than i t has ever been—much hard and cont inued t ra in ing must be done 
throughout the Michaelmas and Lent terms. 

Here ment ion should be made o f R. B. W . Price, whose captaincy 
and example th rough two seasons have inspired a new spir i t . 

Fur thermore, w i t h the magnif icent Wa r Memor ia l Bath, and the 
inspi r ing efforts o f M r . Cadenhead, M r . Cotter and M r . McGawley , we 
wou ld do well to remember that " much is expected, o f those to whom 
much is g iven. " J .D .L .A . 

R E S U L T S O F S C H O O L M A T C H E S 
S C H O O L V. S O L I H U L L S C H O O L . Won, 46-5 p o i n t s . 

S w u m i n T h e P o o l , w i t h a w a t e r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 57 F . , o n S a t u r d a y , J u n e 6 t h . 
R E S U L T S : 
110 y a r d s F r e e Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, B u r f o r d 63.6 seconds 

( n e w r e c o r d ) . 
50 y a r d s F r e e Stv le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, B u r f o r d . 28.2 seconds. 
100 y a r d s Breas t S t r o k e : 1, R . B . W . Pr i ce ; 2, P. R . F o x a l l ; 3, Cas t l e . 81.9 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, B . J . Pierce ; 2, R . B . W . P r i c e ; 3, S p r i n g a l l . 35.2 seconds. 
D i v e : 1, B . J . Pierce ; 2, J . D . M a t h e w s ; 3, W i l l i a m s o n . 
M e d l e y Re lay : 1 , S c h o o l ; 2, S o l i h u l l . 2 m i n u t e s 2.4 seconds. 

I n a J u n i o r M a t c h h e l d a t the same t i m e the S c h o o l d r e w 21-21 p o i n t s . 

S C H O O L V. S H R E W S B U R Y . Lost, 27-38 p o i n t s . 
S w u m i n T h e P o o l o n T h u r s d a y . J u n e 2 5 t h , the scores b e i n g level at 27-27 b e f o r e 

t h e re lays . S h r e w s b u r y , h o w e v e r , w o n b o t h these events a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y w o n a 
v e r y e x c i t i n g m a t c h b y e leven p o i n t s . 
R E S U L T S : 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le : I , Pr i ce ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, J . B . H i g n e t t . 27.9 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, B . J . Pierce a n d B o w e n ; 3, W h i n s t e r , 35.1 sees. 
100 y a r d s Free S t y l e : 1, Pr i ce ; 2, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 3, J . A . P. F u e r y , 63.9 sees. 
D i v e : 1, M y l n e ; 2, B . J . Pierce ; 3, J . D . M a t h e w s . 119 p o i n t s - 1 1 8 p o i n t s . 
100 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : 1, R . B . W . Pr ice ; 2. P. R . F o x a l l ; 3, C u m m i n s . 81.7 sees. 
200 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, Price ; 2, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 3, B o w e n . 2 m i n s . 24.5 sees. 
M e d l e y Race : 1 S h r e w s b u r y ; 2 S c h o o l . 
R e l a y : 1 S h r e w s b u r y ; 2 S c h o o l . 
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S C H O O L V. M A L V E R N . Won 3 2 l - 2 9 J p o i n t s . 

T h i s m a t c h was s w u m i n T h e P o o l o n S a t u r d a y , 2 7 t h J u n e , aga inst a t e a m l a c k i n g 
its best s p r i n t e r , A l l d r i d g e . T h e Free Sty le R e l a y e n d e d i n a d e a d heat , C o o p e r f o r 
M a l v e r n , a n d A d a m s f o r t h e S c h o o l , s w i m m i n g s t r o k e f o r s t r o k e over the last t w o 
lengths . I f M a l v e r n h a d w o n t h i s event , t h e y w o u l d have w o n t h e m a t c h , the best 
e n d i n g t o w h i c h , h o w e v e r , w o u l d h a v e been a d r a w . 

R E S U L T S : 
100 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, C o o p e r ; 3, J . A . P. F u e r y . 6 4 . 1 sees. 
100 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : 1, P h i l i p ; 2, R . B . W . Pr ice ; 3, P. R . F o x a l l . 79 sees. 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 2, P e u t h e r e r ; 3, P h i l i p . 27.8 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, T h o r n t o n ; 2, B . J . Pierce ; 3, B o u l t b e e . 34 sees. 
200 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, C o o p e r ; 3, J . B . H i g n e t t . 2 m i n s . 

32.6 sees. 
D i v e : 1, B . J . Pierce ; 2, C o o p e r ; 3, J . D . M a t h e w s . 
Re lay : 1, M a l v e r n a n d S c h o o l . 1 m i n . 57.8 sees. 
M e d l e y R e l a y : 1, M a l v e r n ; 2, S c h o o l . 1 m i n . 1 sec. 

S C H O O L V. H A R R O W . Lost 2 9 J - 2 7 J . 

S w u m at " D u c k e r , " o n T h u r s d a y , J u l y 2 n d , t h e m a t c h was w o n by t h e s t r o n g e r 
a l l - r o u n d t e a m . 

R E S U L T S : 
100 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, S c h o o l ; 2, H a r r o w ; 3. S c h o o l . T i m e 67.1 sees. 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, H a r r o w a n d S c h o o l ; 3, S c h o o l . T i m e 27.8 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, S c h o o l ; 2, H a r r o w ; 3, H a r r o w . T i m e 35 sees. 
100 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : 1, H a r r o w : 2, S c h o o l ; 3, H a r r o w . T i m e 78.4 sees. 
D i v e : 1, H a r r o w ; 2, H a r r o w ; 3, S c h o o l . 
M e d l e y R e l a y : 1, H a r r o w ; 2, S c h o o l . 
R e l a y : 1, S c h o o l ; 2, H a r r o w . 

S C H O O L V. B R O M S G R O V E . Lost 36-33 

T h e m a t c h was s w u m a w a y o n S a t u r d a y , J u l y , 4 t h a n d t h e s t r a i n o f the m a t c h o n 
the p r e v i o u s T h u r s d a y was o b v i o u s l y f e l t . Never the less , B r o m s g r o v e j u s t i f i a b l y w o n 
o n a c c o u n t o f t h e i r s u p e r i o r re lay s t r e n g t h . 

R E S U L T S : 
100 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, K e n c h i n g t o n ; 2, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 3, J . A . P. F u e r y . 63.9 

sees. 
100 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : I , R . B . W . Pr i ce ; 2, Shead ; 3, P. R . F o x a l l . 79.1 sees. 
200 y a r d s Free Stv le : 1, S h e p h e r d ; 2, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 3, C a m e 2 m i n s . 33.4 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : I , B. J . Pierce ; 2, R e d f e r n ; 3, R . B . W . Pr ice . 33.5 sees. 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, K e n c h i n g t o n a n d J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, M a c l a c h l a n . 28.3 sees. 
50 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : I , R . B . W . Pr ice . 2, A r t h u r ; 3, P. R . F o x a l l . 36.1 sees. 
D i v e : 1, D a v i e s ; 2, B . J . Pierce ; 3, J . D . M a t h e w s . 
R e l a y : 1, B r o m s g r o v e ; 2, S c h o o l . 

I n a J u n i o r M a t c h he ld at the same t i m e t h e S c h o o l w o n 17-25. 

S C H O O L V. T R E N T . Won 40-12 

S w u m i n T h e P o o l , o n T u e s d a y , J u l y 7 t h , the a f t e r n o o n b e i n g m a d e n o t a b l e b y a 
fine s w i m i n t h e 50 y a r d s Free Sty le b y J . A . P. F u e r y , i n w h i c h he e q u a l l e d J . K . 
H o d g s k i n - B r o w n ' s r e c o r d o f 27 .4 sees. 

R E S U L T S : 
100 v a r d s Frae Sty le : 1. J . D . L . A d a m s : 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, Sadler . 67.6 sees. 
100 y a r d s Breas S t r o k e : 1, R . B . W . Price ; 2. P. R . F o x a l l . 3, C h a p m a n . 80.8 sees. 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 2, H a r r i s o n ; 3, J . D . L . A d a m s . 27.4 sees, 

(equals r e c o r d ) . 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1. B . J . Pierce ; 2, R . B . W . Pr ice ; 3, Beesley. 37.2 sees. 
D i v e : 1, G e n t ; 2. B . J . Pierce ; 3. Beesley. 
M e d l e y R e l a y ( 3 x 33J y a r d s ) : 1. S c h o o l : 2, T r e n t . 65.2 sec. 
R e l a y (4>: 33J y a r d s ) : 1, S c h o o l : 2, T r e n t . 75.2 sees. 

I n a 2 n d t e a m m a t c h h e l d c o n c u r r e n t l y the S c h o o l w o n by 28^ -23J . 
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S C H O O L V. R U G B Y . Lost 38-25. 

T h i s m a t c h , s w u m at h o m e , o n T h u r s d a y , J u l y 9 t h , was f a i r l y even u n t i l t h e c l o s i n g 
t h r e e events , i n w h i c h R u g b y o b t a i n e d f o u r t e e n p o i n t s t o t h e Schoo l ' s f o u r , t h u s 
c l i n c h i n g t h e m a t c h . T h e R u g b y c a p t a i n , M o r r i s , s w a m a p a r t i c u l a r l y f ine race t o w i n 
the 200 y a r d s F r e e Sty le i n the fast t i m e o f 2 m i n . 25 sees. 

R E S U L T S : 
100 y a r d s F r e e Sty le ; 1 , S c h o o l ; 2, R u g b y ; 3, R u g b y . 65.0 sees. 
200 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, R u g b y ; 2, S c h o o l ; 3, R u g b y . 2 m i n . 25 sees. 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1 , R u g b y , 2, S c h o o l ; 3, R u g b y . 27.6 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, R u g b y ; 2, S c h o o l ; 3, S c h o o l . 34.2 sees. 
100 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : 1, S c h o o l ; 2, R u g b v ; 3, S c h o o l . 80.4 sees. 
D i v e : 1, R u g b y ; 2, S c h o o l ; 3, S c h o o l . 
M e d l e y R e l a y . 1, R u g b y ; 2, S c h o o l . 
R e l a y : 1, R u g b y ; 2, S c h o o l . 

S C H O O L V. W R E K I N . Won 4 0 - 2 1 . 

T h e m a t c h , s w u m a w a y , o n S a t u r d a y , J u l y 1 1 t h , w a s a g a i n o n e t h a t was i n d o u b t 
u n t i l the final events . 

R E S U L T S : 
2 lengths Free Sty le : 1, P i n d a r ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, W y l d e . 22.9 sees. 
4 l engths F r e e Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s , ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 3, W y l d e . 51.6 sees. 
10 l engths F r e e Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, James ; 3, T i c k e l l , C . R . B . 2 m i n s . 

41.8 sees. 
2 l engths Breast S t r o k e ; 1, R . B . W . Pr i ce ; 2, H a r l y ; 3, C a m e r o n . 29.6 sees. 
4 l engths Breast S t r o k e ; 1, R . B . W . Pr i ce ; 2, R a w s t h o r n e ; 3, T r a f f o r d W i l l e y , P. C . 

64.4 sees. 
2 l engths B a c k S t r o k e ; 1, B . J . Pierce ; 2, T a y l o r ; 3, L a m a s . 27.6 sees. 
M e d l e y R e l a y : 1, S c h o o l ; 2, W r e k i n . 82 .4 sees. 
R e l a y ; 1, S c h o o l ; 2, W r e k i n . 94.3 sees. 
D i v e : 1, M o r t i m e r ; 2, P r i t c h a r d ; 3, B . J . Pierce . 

I n a J u n i o r M a t c h h e l d c o n c u r r e n t l y the S c h o o l was h e a v i l y de feated 3 7 J - 8 J . 

S C H O O L V. R E P T O N . Won, 37-24. 

S w u m a w a y , o n T u e s d a y , J u l y 1 4 t h , t h i s e n j o y a b l e m a t c h c o n c l u d e d a n e n j o y a b l e 
season. 

R E S U L T S : 
100 y a r d s Free Sty le ; 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, W i s h a r t - K e r r ; 3, J . A . P. F u e r y . 66 .4 

sees. 
100 y a r d s Breast S t r o k e : 1, T r o t t ; 2, R . B . W . Pr i ce ; 3, W i l t i c h e r . 79.4 sees. 
331 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, J . A . P. F u e r y ; 2, L e e c h a n d W i s h a r t - K e r r . 19.2 sees. 
6 6 j y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, B . J . Pierce ; 2 , C a u d r e y ; 3, R . B . W . Pr i ce . 51 sees. 
200 y a r d s Free Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ; 2, J . B . H i g n e t t ; 3, S t a n f i e l d . 2 m i n s . 34 sees. 
D i v e : 1, B . J . Pierce ; 2, Jef ferson ; 3, C o o k . 
M e d l e y R e l a y : 1, R e p t o n ; 2, S c h o o l . 65 sees. 
R e l a y : 1, S c h o o l ; 2, R e p t o n . 65 .6 sees. 

S W I M M I N G S P O R T S 

T h e S w i m m i n g S p o r t s were h e l d th i s year at W o o d c o c k Street B a t h s , o n F r i d a y , 
J u l y 17th . A s u su a l a n e v e n i n g o f keen c o m p e t i t i o n was e n j o y e d , the h i g h - l i g h t s b e i n g 
the v i c t o r y o f V a r d y o v e r a l l cha l l engers i n the H o u s e C o m p e t i t i o n (despite Pr ince 
Lee 's r e t e n t i o n o f t en o f t h e t w e l v e f i rs t places i n the O p e n E v e n t s ) , a n d t h e Schoo l ' s 
defeat o f the O l d E d w a r d i a n Re lay t e a m . 

T h e S p o r t s w e r e i n d e e d a s u i t a b l e c l i m a x t o t h e season, a n d o u r t h a n k s are 
e x t e n d e d t o M r s . R . G . L u n t , w h o so g r a c i o u s l y presented the a w a r d s , a n d also t o a l l 
those m e m b e r s o f the Sta f f w h o w o r k e d so h a r d t o m a k e the e v e n i n g a successful 
o c c a s i o n . 
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R E S U L T S 

O p e n : 
50 y a r d s F r e e Sty le ; 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ( P ) ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ( E ) ; 3, B . J . Pierce . ( P ) ; 

4, T i c k e l l ( L ) . 28 sees. 
100 y a r d s F r e e Sty le : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s ( P ) ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ( E ) ; 3, B . J . P ierce ( P ) ; 

4, R . B . W . Pr i ce ( V ) . 66.8 sees. 
200 y a r d s Free Sty le : J . D . L . A d a m s (P ) ; 2, J . A . P. F u e r y ( E ) ; 3, B . J . Pierce ( P) ; 

4, R . B . W . Pr i ce ( V ) . 2 m i n s . 29.5 sees. 
100 y a r d s Breas t S t r o k e : 1 , R . B . W . Pr i ce ( V ) ; 2, P. R . F o x a l l ( C ) ; 3. T r a f f o r d -

W i l l e y ( L ) ; 4, M a n d e r s ( V ) . 83 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : 1, B . J . Pierce (P) a n d J . D . L . A d a m s (P) ; 3, R . B . W . Pr i ce 

( V ) ; 4, J . A . P. F u e r y ( E ) . 35 sees. 
D i v e : 1, B . J . Pierce (P) a n d M a t h e w s (P) ; 3, R i c h a r d s o n ( G ) ; 4, P e n d r y ( V ) . 
P l u n g e : M a s t e r s ( G ) ; 2, T u r n e r ( H ) ; 3, M c C r a c k e n (J) ; 4, E d w a r d s ( L ) . 48 f t . 1 1 - i n . 

I n t e r m e d i a t e : 
50 y a r d s F r e e Sty le : 1 , H o d g e t t s ( E ) ; [2, E d w a r d s ( L ) ; 3, M a t h e w s (P) ; 4, Y o u n g 

(J) . 30 sees. 
100 y a r d s F r e e Sty le : 1, H o d g e t t s ( E ) ; 2, M a t h e w s (P) ; 3, E d w a r d s ( L ) ; 4, Y o u n g 

(J) . 74.8 sees. 

J u n i o r : 
50 y a r d s Free Sty le ; 1, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, R u f u s ( V ) ; 3, M c C a r t y ( V ) ; 4, O g b o r n ( C ) . 

32 sees. 
100 y a r d s F r e e Sty le : 1, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, R u f u s ( V ) ; 3, M e l l o w s ( V ) ; 4, O g b o r n 

( C ) . 79-2 sees. 
50 y a r d s B a c k S t r o k e : I , W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, R u f u s ( V ) ; 3, O g b o r n ( C ) ; 4, M c C a r t y 

( V ) . 42 sees. 
50 y a r d s Breas t S t r o k e : 1, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, O g b o r n ( C ) ; 3, B e l l a m y ( G ) ; 4, C l a y 

t o n ( V ) . 41 -2 sees. 
P l u n g e : 1, W i l s o n ( L ) ; 2, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 3, O g b o r n ( C ) ; 4, M e l l o w s ( V ) . 4 0 - f t . 

3 J - i n s . 
D i v e : 1, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, R u f u s ( V ) a n d O g b o r n ( C ) ; 4, M c C a r t y ( V ) . 
O n e l e n g t h ( U n d e r 1 4 i ) ; 1, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, O g b o r n ( C ) ; 3, M e l l o w s ( V ) ; 4, 

Spiers ( C ) . 21.2 sees. 
O n e l e n g t h ( U n d e r 13J) ; 1, M c C a r t y ( V ) ; 2, C o w i e ( V ) ; 3, L e a d e r (P) ; 4. H o r n i g 

( G ) . 24 .4 sees. 
O n e l e n g t h ( U n d e r 12J) ; 1, H a r w o o d ( G ) ; 2, P a r d o e ( G ) ; 3, S t a n w o r t h ( L . ) , 4, 

K i p a r s k y ( L ) 27 .2 . 

T H E R E L A Y S : 

P h i l i p s C u p : 1, P r i n c e Lee ; 2, L e v e t t ; 3, V a r d y ; 4, H e a t h . 2 m i n . 56.4 sees. 
S c a r f C u p I : 1 , V a r d y ; 2, P r i n c e Lee ; 3, L e v e t t ; 4, H e a t h . 1 m i n . 28-4 sees. 
S c a r f C u p I I : 1, V a r d y ; 2, G i f f o r d ; 3, L e v e t t ; 4 , Jeune. 1 m i n . 13-6 sees. 
S c h o o l v. t h e O l d E d w a r d i a n s : ( 9 x 1 l e n g t h ) : 1, S c h o o l ; 2 , O l d E d w a r d i a n s . 
A l l d a y S h i e l d f o r t e r m i n a l c o m p e t i t i o n ; 1, V a r d y , 50 ; 2, P r i n c e Lee , 37 .1 ; 3, L e v e t t 

26 .3 . 
Jacot C u p f o r the C h a m p i o n H o u s e at t h e S p o r t s : 

1, V a r d y , 25 p o i n t s ; 2, P r i n c e Lee , 21.2 p o i n t s ; 3, L e v e t t , 9.6 p o i n t s . 
S o l o m o n C u p f o r C o c k H o u s e S w i m m i n g : 

1, V a r d y , 75 p o i n t s ; 2, P r i n c e Lee , 58.2 p o i n t s ; 3, L e v e t t , 35.9 p o i n t s . 
C a r r C u p ( O p e n C h a m p i o n ) : J . D . L . A d a m s (P) 48.5 p o i n t s ; p r o x acc B . J . Pierce ( P ) . 
G o v e r n o r s ' C u p ( J u n i o r C h a m p i o n ) : W h i t f i e l d ( V ) 35 p o i n t s , p r o x acc R u f u s ( V ) 

O n W e d n e s d a y , J u l y 1st, the a n n u a l H a l f M i l e S w i m s were h e l d i n E d g b a s t o n 
R e s e r v o i r . 
Sen ior , f o r t h e H e a t h C u p : 1, J . D . L . A d a m s (P) ; 2, R . B . W . Pr i ce ( V ) ; 3, P. R . 

F o x a l l ( C ) ; 4, J . A . P. F u e r y ( E ) . 13 m i n s . 46 seconds. 
J u n i o r , f o r t h e H e r e w a r d C u p : 1, W h i t f i e l d ( V ) ; 2, R u f u s ( V ) , 3, O g b o r n ( C ) ; 

4, M e l l o w s ( V ) . 17 m i n s . 11 seconds. 
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E T O N F IVES 

First and foremost i n this year's repor t , i t 
is my pleasant duty to thank the Governors 
who have been responsible for hav ing our 
courts covered. This is quite obviously an 
enormous asset and, judg ing by the number 
o f boys now tak ing a keen interest i n the 
games, fives is definitely on an upward path. 

Just under ha l f the House matches have been played this te rm, and 
at the monent i t looks as i f either Heath or Evans w i l l w in the champion
ship. Whi ls t ment ion ing House Fives, I wou ld exhort a l l the House 
captains to persuade and encourage their younger members to practise 
really hard , for i t is only by cont inuous and hard practice that anyone 
can become adept at this game. 

To date, only one School match has been played against Repton 
School wh ich we lost by 115 points to 86 points, a slight improvement on 
last year's showing. Both pairs played wel l , bu t the much faster courts 
and the hard k i l l i ng rather than tactical play o f our opponents were our 
undoing. 

A t the end of this te rm, we are mak ing our annual tour o f the 
London Schools ; Westminster, A ldenham and Ci ty o f London being 
our opponents. We hope that this match play w i l l be a valuable 
experience to our rather immature team. 

F ina l ly , our report wou ld not be complete i f we d id not thank M r . 
E. V . Smi th for the fine wo r k he does on the administrat ive side o f the 
game ; his unf lagging efforts and enthusiasm are greatly appreciated. 

N .C .B . 
S H O O T I N G 

.303 R E T R O S P E C T : 
Last summer's .303 season was disappoint ing. The V I I I was placed 

fifteenth out o f eighteen in the M id l and Ashbur ton , wh ich was won by 
Leys School, Cambr idge, who subsequently won at Bisley, where the 
School was not represented. 
N.S.R.A. S E A S O N : 

Despite the loss o f five o f last year's V I I I , this year's team has had, 
to date, a very successful season. O f nine matches shot, we have won 
eight and lost one. Use o f the new No . 8 rifles, coupled w i t h talent and 
practice, has improved scores beyond expectat ion. The School Ind iv idua l 
Record has been equalled by J. W . No r t h w i t h a score o f 99 ex 100, and 
five scores of 98 have been made. 

Our thanks must go, as ever, to Ma j o r Cooke, for his encouragement 
and coaching, and to R.S.M. Moo re , w i thou t whom the A rmou r y wou ld 
indeed be desolate. 

R E S U L T S O F M A T C H E S : 
Opponents For Agst. Result Opponents For Agst. Result 

v. D e n s t o n e 744 713 Won v. K i n g s ' S c h o o l 
v. R u g b y 744 726 Won W o r c e s t e r 759 733 Won 
v. H i g h g a t e 744 W . O . Won v. W r e k i n C o l l e g e . . 754 720 Won 
v. G l e n a l m o n d . . . . 744 762 Lost v. E l i z a b e t h C o l l e g e 754 747 Won 
v. S e b r i g h t 743 719 Won v. M e r c h a n t T a y l o r s ' 760 734 Won 

B . S . A . 
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L A W N T E N N I S 
Dur i ng the Summer hol idays the School again sent a team, con

sisting o f Harr is , Hateley, Lawrence and Tongue, to compete in the 
Public Schools' Championship at W imb ledon . Ma in ta in ing our f o rm 
o f last year, we again lost our first match, this t ime to K ing 's School , 
Canterbury. The score was 2-3, bu t we cou ld and should have won this 
match. The blame must lie w i th our first pair , who , in their v i ta l match 
against K ing 's first pair, lost 4-6, 6-3, 5-7, despite having held leads o f 
4- 2, in the first, and 3-0 in the final set. W i t h our second pair beating 
their opposite numbers, and the other rubbers ending as expected, al l 
depended on the deciding single. I n this, despite leading 3-0 in the first 
set, Tongue was beaten 3-6, 0-6 by a better, more consistent player. I n 
the Plate Event (a compet i t ion for those who lost their first match) , we 
were beaten 1-3 in the semi-final by Tonbr idge, after having beaten 
bo th Doua i and Bryanston by 4-0. Af ter the Tonbr idge match Lawrence 
and Hateley were awarded their School Colours. 

Our performance in the Public Schools' Championship was a rather 
disappoint ing end to a season that d id not fu l f i l its early promise. Af ter 
w inn ing our first six games, we lost five o f the remaining six, a l though 
some o f these five were exceedingly close. The match against Mitchel ls 
and Butlers was decided on games, whi lst we were knocked out o f the 
Glanv i l le Cup by the Leys i n a match o f wh ich the score at one stage 
stood at one rubber a l l , w i th one unfinished. I n this rubber the score 
was one set a l l , four games a l l , and deuce, but having lost a po in t for a 
5- 4 lead we lost the set at 4-6, and w i th i t went the rubber and match. 

Internal ly the House Tennis Championship was, as generally 
expected, won by Prince Lee, who were unbeaten ; runners-up were Cary 
Gi lson , whi lst Vardy were th i rd . I t has been decided to discontinue the 
Knock -ou t Compet i t ion held in previous years dur ing the Michaelmas 
te rm, since more matches were won by default than by ski l l . 

As mentioned in the last edi t ion of the C H R O N I C L E we said farewell 
to our Cha i rman, M r . Monckcom , at the end of last term. M r . Osborne 
has k ind ly consented to take his place, and, w i t h h im in the Chair , and 
four o f last year's six remain ing, School Tennis may look fo rward to a 
br ight (and dare we say successful) New Year. R.C.T. 

P .T . 
P.T. in the Christmas Term always experiences a per iod o f dormancy, 

and this year is no exception. Nevertheless the keeness and abi l i ty o f 
the j un io r school is part icular ly noticeable, and this augurs wel l for the 
future. 

I n July the Senior P.T. Compet i t ion was won by B. F. Leek w i t h 
B. C. Gane and J. S. Mather second and th i rd respectively. G . M . 
Henman won the Junior P.T. Compet i t ion . The House Compet i t ion 
aroused great enthusiasm and was won by G i l f o rd w i th Evans second and 
Cary Gi lson th i rd . 

We now look fo rward to a per iod o f act iv i ty for P.T. in preparat ion 
for the compet i t ion next summer and for a school match proposed 
for next year. W i t h Messrs. Cadenhead, Cotter and McGawley at its 
head P.T. can expect the usual keenneess and act ivi ty for the remainder 
o f the School year. B.C.G. 
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CHESS 
The School's three teams have again performed well in the B i rm ing 

ham Junior League : the 1st and 3rd teams have each played and won 
two matches, whi le the 2nd team has played three, w inn ing two and 
losing the other. 

Outside the League, only one match has been played. On Saturday, 
November 14th, we made our annual t r i p to Ox fo rd to play the Univers i ty . 
This year the match was on eight boards instead o f the usual six, wh ich 
meant that we had to include some inexperienced players. Despite this 
we felt we had a good chance o f repeating our victories o f the last few 
years. This was not to be, however, for the Univers i ty put out their 
strongest team and overwhelmed us by 6J-1 J, the heaviest loss the 
School has suffered for many years. 

I n July, C. G. Tayar represented England i n the Junior In ternat ional 
Matches against Wales and I re land, w inn ing one o f his games and drawing 
the other—a very creditable performance. 

W i t h i n the School, I should l ike to see many more Juniors p lay ing 
chess, since they w i l l f o rm the School team in a few years' t ime. I t is 
to be hoped that the compet i t ion for the senior and j un io r Pugh Chess 
Cups, now under way, w i l l do much to awaken interest in the game. 

T o M r . Porter and M r . Leeds we extend our thanks for a l lowing us 
to use their fo rm- rooms dur ing lunch hour. We thank the Din ing-ha l l 
staff for pu t t ing up w i t h us in the evenings ; f inal ly, a special wo rd o f 
thanks to M r . H u r n , our enthusiastic Cha i rman, w i thou t whose super
v is ion School chess wou ld be in a chaotic state. K .W .L . 

T H E H O U S E S 

CARY G I L S O N 
The House is by no means a c rumbl ing r u i n , a l though it has lost 

many o f its sturdy pi l lars. A new House is fo rm ing f rom the o ld founda
t ions. A t first sight i t may seem unimpressive. 

Talent is, as ever, latent and under-exploi ted : bu t we are notably 
a House o f late starters. Our enthusiasm gains momentum th rough the 
year. We hope our first X V w i l l do better. Its present record o f having 
lost four and won two games does not br ing praise to a team, wh ich , 
against heavy opposi t ion, can play keenly and wel l . The forwards make 
up for lack o f ski l l by their enthusiasm, and the three-quarters have 
potential i t ies al though it is doub t fu l whether the bal l has been the length 
o f the line more than once this season. The wingers have developed a 
detached air as they stand " far f r om the madding crowd's ignoble st r i fe . " 
The team for the Knock -ou t w i l l be heavier, the effect remains to be seen. 

The second team look happy in v ictory and defeat al ike, and w in at 
the most unexpected times. The th i rd team, keen as always, have been 
known to w i n , but are averse to mak ing this a habit . 

Other activities seem to be proceeding slowly and unsurely. Chess 
matches are postponed whenever possible un t i l such times as the 
opponents have a headache. Fives has only just begun and it has not 
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begun wel l for us : we hope for better things in this field next te rm. 
Shoot ing cannot be expected to br ing the honours o f last year's record, 
but the captain remains cheerful. 

We are not high on the championship ladder on results so far 
obtained, but the future is not w i thou t hope. Stars in the House appear 
to be " in eclipse," but enthusiasm is not waning. Our Housemaster, 
M r . Biggs and his able assistants M r . Vaughan and M r . Weatheral l do 
not al low results to dampen their spirits, and remain cheerful and conf i 
dent o f better things to come. Their tireless efforts and enthusiasm deserve 
better results. Let hope be our watchword ! 

P. R. F O X A L L (House Captain). 

E V A N S 
N o w that the stalwarts o f the House have left us, i t becomes apparent 

that , as on a more historic occasion, never was so much owed by so many 
to so few. The House in the past has been idle and is now suffering for 
its lethargy. 

Such, then, was the si tuat ion which faced the House at the beginning 
o f this te rm. There was l i t t le to be opt imist ic about , a l though we had 
nearly al l last year's unsuccessful Rugger team left. Faced w i t h this 
serious challenge, the House began to pu l l i tself together, and its spir i t , 
dormant for too long , began to spring in to l i fe. The Rugger teams 
went on to the field at fu l l strength, backed up by w i l l i ng reserves, i n 
itself a sign o f determinat ion. 

The inexperienced first team, w i thou t even a school second team 
player in i t , has .fared badly losing five games and w inn ing but one. 
However, the spir i t and w i l l to w in has been apparent and the team has 
improved consistently, so that we look fo rward w i t h more confidence 
to the knock-out compet i t ion next term. The second and th i rd teams 
have t r iumphed. The former has won five o f its six games, losing one, 
and the latter has won six and d rawn one. This promises much for the 
fu ture, but everyone must cont inue to pu l l his weight and not , as often 
happens, leave i t to his neighbour. 

We have won bo th our Fives matches : Chess matches as yet have 
not been completed. 

The present is uncertain. Only by a concerted effort made by every
one can the House regain its former status. I n this, the New Year, 
Evans should determine to fight to the last, g iv ing no quarter and seeking 
none. 

Even i f defeat is splendid, v ic tory need not be shame. 
K. S. H U D S O N (House Captain). 

G I F F O R D 
A t the end o f last year al l the energies o f the House were directed 

towards the struggle w i t h Levett to avoid bo t tom place in the House 
championship, a struggle wh ich we for tunately won . This was main ly 
due to the fine achievement o f the P.T. team in w inn ing the P.T. compet i 
t i on . Our leader also won the ind iv idua l compet i t ion. 

This term found us by far the smallest House ; our Sixth Fo rm and 
divisions were part icular ly diminished. A lack o f experience was under
standably manifest in our first team Rugger. A l t hough the team fai led 
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to w in a match in the league compet i t ion , their play often showed, i f not 
sk i l l , a doggedness and spir i t which was very encouraging. Part icular ly 
was this true of the forwards. This , and the you th o f the team, augurs 
well fo r next year. The second team w i t h its combinat ion o f ski l l in the 
backs and weight in the pack played on occasions some excellent Rugger, 
and succeeded in gaining second place in the league compet i t ion. The 
th i rd team was most d isappoint ing. Thei r play was often poor and 
nearly always half-hearted. They seemed to lack a team spir i t bo th on 
and off the f ield. Let us hope they w i l l redeem themselves dur ing this 
term. 

Ow ing to the mysterious and unaccountable dispersal o f our Chess 
fixtures, the House has so far only completed hal f a match against Levett. 
But for the first t ime in four years we have some keen jun io rs . There is 
st i l l hope. 

The only senior Fives match played this term was lost to Jeune, but 
again the youthfulness of the team promises wel l fo r the future. The 
j un i o r team lost only two matches. 

Classif ication, we assume, continues. 
Hav ing disposed of results, t i red o f tales o f t r ibu la t ion and woe, o f 

success and fai lure, what can we say o f that qual i ty so essential to the 
success o f any House, more impor tan t even than academic or physical 
abi l i ty , namely o f the spir i t o f the House. I n the past we have been sadly 
lacking in such a qual i ty . Dare it be said that the House spir i t is slowly 
coming out o f its long hibernat ion ; that more people are ready to 
sacrifice their own interests in favour o f those o f the house ? The next 
two terms w i l l prove or disprove this. Let us hope that i t is the former. 

R. G . M H N D E L S S O H N (House Captain). 

H E A T H 
" Friends, Heathens, school-fel lows, lend me your ears, I come not 

to bewail but to praise y o u . " Af ter a sound but not outstanding year in 
1952-53, f in ishing fifth in the House Championsh ip , we are beginning 
to reap the benefits, bo th o f the last few seasons' excellent j un io r teams, 
and o f the general keeness shown by nearly al l the members o f the House. 

The first X V has won four o f its seven games, p lay ing good footba l l 
on occasions, whi le the second X V , a l though w i t h less success, has 
shown considerable enthusiasm. The jun iors have not lost a game, but 
wou ld do even better w i th more support on the touch- l ine. 

W i t h the team ski l fu l ly captained by N . C. B rown , we can look 
fo rward w i t h confidence to good Fives results next te rm, having already 
won two o f our matches. I n Chess, a l i t t le more successful d ip lomacy 
f r om the captain has enabled us to w in two o f our games. O f Shoot ing, 
we hear l i t t le , except that large numbers are classifying, whi le " p rac t i ce " 
is the byword of the Swimming this term. Let us hope these efforts w i l l 
not be unrewarded. 

Never let i t be said that Heathens are famous only for their sport ing 
prowess, for we are in prominence in every sphere o f school l i fe. There 
is evidence o f a real core o f enthusiasm and capabi l i ty th roughout al l the 
age groups, but i f we are to finish up in the top hal f o f the House 
Championsh ip , the Sixth Fo rm must play a ful ler part in the House 
activit ies. 
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House prayers are becoming an ever more impor tant House act iv i ty . 
We should l ike to thank P. S. Trevis for the magnif icent Bible which he 
prese i ted to the House, when he left i n July, 1953, and to extend to h im 
our best wishes for the future. 

To the House Prefects, we give our thanks, and no less to the other 
House officials ; also to M . Wi l k ins for his splendid coaching o f the 
beginners and jun iors . F ina l ly , to M r . Bar low, M r . Wh innerah , M r . 
T ro t t a i d M r . Woods , we express our deepest grat i tude for their help 
and support. J. L. W I L K I N S (Head of the House). 

J E U N E 
Under M r . Leeds' capable guidance and Messrs. Sacret's and 

McGawley 's chee fu l support we have been do ing greater things in this 
last year. In our cupboard, the John U r r y Cup has been jo ined by 
some summer trophies showing that our sphere o f influence has spread 
to the cr icket i ig wor ld . 

As is natura l , this major success has to be set against a minor 
catastropne in that we were completely eclipsed in sw imming. 

i t seems that we shall always have a cupboard w i th some trophies 
i n , but that the Championship laurels are not to be for us. I t has been 
observed that our second and th i rd teams in any sport always do well 
but tha i when their members become first team players they can never 
reproduce their earlier f o rm . 

However, " Fais energiquement ta longue et lourde tdche " has been 
a helpful mot to and we have jus t had a pleasant surprise in coming 
first equal in the League Rugby. Our Fives and Chess teams should, as 
usual, finish in the first hal f o f their compet i t ion. On this evidence we 
can forecast a year o f the minor successes, trials and tr ibulat ions which 
have been our comfortable lo t in recent years. We welcome our new 
boys to this happy fami ly and hope that they w i l l be able to carry on the 
fine work in the years to come. D . F. L O M A X (House Captain). 

L E V E T T 
"Ar ter iosc leros is , " better known as the hardening of the arteries— 

often of the heart as wel l—is a compla in t to which Levett is very prone. 
I t is characterised by an att i tude o f indifference towards al l wor ld ly 
matters, that is to say, towards al l House activities. I n its chronic stages, 
the grey matter between the temples can be vaporised at w i l l , so that 
words may l i teral ly go in at one ear and out at the other. For tunate ly , 
there are symptoms that Levett is past the crisis and progressing towards 
its former v i r i le strength. 

. This op in ion was not arr ived at w i thout due cause. Spurred on by 
the example o f its indomi tab le captain, E. L. B. Saxon, who is never 
w i thout fans on the touch-l ine, the Fifteen has surpassed itself. Strange 
to relate, i t has even laid low the once boastful " intel lectuals." So far 
i t has four hard-won victories to its credit and two defeats, w i t h the 
prospect o f another close game. Perhaps the glories o f the golden days 
o f yore may yet re turn ! 

The Shooting-men have i tch ing trigger-fingers. J. W . No r t h , their 
captain, shoots very straight, and has equalled a school record by dropp ing 
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only one point ou t o f a possible hundred. Our congratulat ions are due 
as wel l as our wishes o f good " s h oo t i n " in the future compet i t ions. Fives 
has gone in to h ibernat ion. However, in fo rmat ion has been gleaned tnat 
we are ahead on points in one match ; the other has been unavoidably 
postponed t i l l next term. A t Chess, C . G . Tayar has dif f iculty in hold ing 
himself in check, and has recently swept the board in six moves. Prospects, 
apart f r om the first team, are none too rosy. Evident ly we are feeling 
the loss o f several men w i t h serious faces and high foreheads. 

The giants have gone and the less talented remain. Our rugger 
has a mora l to teach : ruggedness pays. Lack o f dist inct ion can be 
replaced by a united effort and enthusiasm. 

G . D . C L A R K (House Captain). 

P R I N C E L E E 
" When pride cometh, then cometh shame, and he that hateth 

reproof is b ru t i sh . " Surely brethren, this sums up the att i tude o f so 
many of us in the struggle o f the Lent and Summer Terms, more especially 
fo l low ing the w inn ing of two o f the major sport ing trophies o f the year, 
the Knock -Ou t and Rothe Cups. By the end o f the Summer Te rm, apathy 
was r i fe, and despite the val iant efforts o f the few in the senior Swimming 
Sports the House was, quite f rank ly , for tunate to hang on to its posi t ion 
as runner-up i n the House Championship . 

This year has seen the now customary sound display in the League 
Compet i t ion by the House X V and its j un io r partners. Most pleasing, 
however, is the long-awaited revival o f the Th i r d X V , and here our 
grat i tude should be extended to B. J. Pierce, whose coaching o f the team 
has been largely responsible for this revival . We were indeed sorry to 
lose h im at Christmas, and extend to h im our good wishes for the future. 

The successes gained by the House X V were once again based on a 
pack that cou ld , when roused, play wel l . Too of ten, however, i t tended 
to slack, and has been dominated by less doughty opponents. This was 
undoubtedly the cause of the team's sole league defeat. 

The prospects for the Knock -Ou t Compet i t ion are, as they were 
last year, fair. The eventual success, or fa i lure, o f the team can be said 
to depend on whether the House has the services o f its two three-quarters 
f r om the XV . We are expected to reach the Th i r d Round. 

House Fives seems to have gone into h ibernat ion, but it appears 
that only much hard pracdee w i l l material ly improve last year's poor 
posi t ion. In Shoot ing, Cert i f icat ion of Classified Shots wou ld appear to 
be a good th ing , for we have twenty-nine of them. Twelve of them are 
Marksmen , and these, we presume, are the gentlemen who hi t the target. 
The prospects for the N.S.R.A. Compet i t ion are good. 

I n Chess the auguries, i t seems, are fair and a four th place seems 
assured. O f the three matches so far played on ly one has been lost, 
and that to this year's strongest Chess House. 

However, despite the adequate record achieved so far this year, we 
w i l l have to work hard to avoid mediocr i ty in the f inal results. This 
charge has been made before, not w i thou t due cause, and we should 
remember that i t has always been the fa i l ing o f the House " to sit content 
and to applaud the prowess o f others. " Let us not fa l l into th is, the 
cardinal error , this year. There was a t ime when we cou ld boast o f 
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more trophies than any other House, and o f more Open Awa rd winners 
at the ancient universities. These passing glories resulted f rom the 
efforts o f the few who have now left our ranks. Who is now wi l l i ng " to 
wear the yoke in y ou t h , " and to restore these former t r iumphs ? 

Whatever the future holds for us, our grat i tude must be extended 
to M r . Wi l l iams, his assistant, M r . Osborne, and to M r . Bol ton and M r . 
Hu t t on . Fur thermore, as victors or vanquished and in honour or shame, 
we wou ld do wel l to remember that " Wisdom excelleth fo l ly as far as 
l ight excelleth darkness." Wisdom is the pr inc ipal th ing. 

J. D. L. A D A M S (Head of the House). 

V A R D Y 
A t last the seemingly never-ending patience o f M r . Cop land, and his 

House Tutors , M r . Parry and M r . Skinner, has been rewarded by the 
w inn ing o f the House Challenge Cup for the Cock House. This was 
obtained by the close co-operat ion between the masters, officials and 
members o f the House, and, in add i t ion , by the inspir ing leadership o f 
P. H . R. Mercer and R. B. W . Price. 

However, we must not rest upon our laurels ! We must strive as 
hard as possible to retain the Cup , a l though at the moment we have not 
made a very encouraging start. The spir i t and v i ta l i ty o f the First X V 
o f last year can be seen in this year's team, which has done wel l in w inn ing , 
to date, five o f the six matches played. W i t h the addi t ion o f the three 
School Team players for the Knock -Ou t , i t is to be hoped that we shall 
do we l l , bu t we must not be over-confident. The Second Team, which 
contains many able players, has been a source o f great d isappointment, 
having won only one match in six. The Th i r d Team, meanwhi le, in 
being successful three times out o f seven, has done reasonably we l l , 
considering that i t has been handicapped by in jury. 

The Fives Team has been unable to w i n either o f the two matches 
played. This can be at t r ibuted part ly to a lack o f the practice, which 
may br ing the team more success in the New Year. But practice i t must, 
as the Junior Team is doing in readiness for its matches. In the wor ld 
o f chequered boards the House has been per forming moderately well ; 
the Th i r d Team has been the most successful, having won three matches 
out o f four . 

As to the fu ture, we must a l l do our utmost to repeat last year's 
performances in Ath let ics, Swimming and Cricket. We must wo rk hard 
and take to heart the enthusiastic encouragement and advice, for which 
we are always gratefu l , o f M r . Cop land , M r . Parry, and M r . Skinner. 

G . P. S I M P S O N (Captain of the House). 

The results o f the Cock House Championship , 1952-53, were: 
Vardy 409-7 
Prince Lee . . . . 374-1 
Cary Gi lson . . . . 367-1 
Jeune 337-9 
Heath 291-1 
Evans . . . . . . 254-1 
G i l f o r d 229-1 
Levett 227-6 
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SYNDICATES, 1953 

I t is fa i r ly t rue, i f not t ru ly fair , to say that advanced level papers 
encourage neither imaginat ion nor variety o f interests. They demand 
most, and reward most, industry and accurate presentation o f detail ; and 
this year the sixth f o rm notably satisfied the examiners on these two 
counts. T o such good effect, i n fact, that as the examinat ion c l oud 
dispersed in the latter hal f o f June, a f i f th o f their number had earned 
state scholarships. 

As ant ic ipated, two related problems now arose : the purely admin i 
strative, that o f occupying 166 senior boys for much o f the remainder o f 
the te rm ; and, more impor tan t , that o f ind icat ing tact fu l ly to l ively but 
understandably relaxed minds that between an advanced level pass i n 
three subjects, and fu l l capacity for cit izenship, to put i t no higher, lies a 
wide expanse o f knowledge and research presenting a sharp intel lectual 
and mora l challenge to the city's ablest young men. This latter p rob lem, 
needless to say, is not tackled exclusively dur ing one mon th in the year ; 
f r om the Upper Middles onward the young Edwardian grows up i n its 
atmosphere ; but i t is here presented in concentrated f o rm in the only 
per iod available, to those most capable o f responding to i t . 

Thus : a variety o f subjects is offered, each sponsored by one or 
more masters ; the sixth former makes his choice and becomes a member 
o f a syndicate ; a week's preparat ion takes the f o rm o f reading i n bo th 
school and publ ic l ibrar ies, and perhaps visits, or talks by vis i t ing experts ; 
the topic is then covered in a series o f papers, each presented by a member, 
fo l lowed by discussion under the chairmanship o f another member. A 
th i rd member, the secretary, keeps a record o f proceedings and compiles 
a report which is read before the assembled syndicates at a f inal meeting. 

This year's subjects dealt w i t h by this method ranged in nice 
gradat ion f r om the technical to the humanist ic, as fo l lows : rubber ; 
statistics ; astronomy ; the development o f A f r i ca ; European c iv i l i za 
t ion ; racial problems ; the Br i t ish wo rk i ng class movement ; Ma rx i sm 
and modern man ; the per iod between the Testaments ; Engl ish 
l i terature in the sixteenth century. A t either end o f the scale stand two 
more : construct ion o f chapel benches, and a product ion in English o f 
" Orestes." These of course dictated a different approach, and provided 
different reports : there is dignif ied witness o f the former in the Memor ia l 
Chapel , and the accomplished and imaginat ive " Orestes " is noticed 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Here, then, we have posit ive test imony o f the success of two 
syndicates, a success which may fai r ly be claimed for the other ten. As I 
read the reports o f these, i t is the secretary who claims at tent ion. 
B. W . K ing ton was an especially sk i l fu l recorder o f the development o f 
A f r i ca ; P. J. Jones' repor t on the Br i t ish wo rk i ng class is a model o f 
painstaking concentrat ion. But look ing beyond the records i t is no t 
hard to picture the active par t ic ipat ion o f every member in preparat ion 
and discussion o f a subject outside or supplementary to the normal 
cur r i cu lum. A suitable conclusion to this br ief summary is provided by 
P. J. Riley's entertaining account o f his study o f Marx i sm and modern 
man . R.D.J.R. 
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K A R L M A R X A N D M O D E R N M A N 
A l though , comrades, our shirts may appear to be a un i f o rm cr imson, 

intel lectual ly we sport a coat o f many colours. That is to say that 
members o f the Marx is t syndicate are neither diehard specialists nor 
over-zealous Communis ts . Our disbelief in Commun ism as a f o rm o f 
government, however, in no way affected our highly democratic organisa
t ion as a syndicate. For the t ime being even the masters became our 
comrades, and our secretary was elected by the ant i -communist system 
o f oppression o f the few by the many. 

Together, in the wake o f Ma r x and Engels, we have abolished the 
fami ly , confiscated al l pr ivate property, deposed the oppressing 
bourgeoisie and instated the humble proletar iat as dictator. Unsatisfied 
w i t h what we consider a U top ia too opt imist ic in its concept ion, and too 
downr igh t inefficient in practice, we have reuni ted, redist r ibuted, 
reinstated and repressed again so that everything is as i t was. 

We have explored spirals o f Hegel ianism, negated the negation, 
analysed economic rif ts and expounded on art and l i terature. N o t 
content w i th Commun ism, we have given our at tent ion to Fascism, 
Naz ism, Social ism, Bolshevism, Menshevism and any other k i nd o f 
" ism " that offers itself up as a sacrifice to analyt ical studies. I n the 
t rad i t ion bo th o f the syndicate system and the democratic ou t look we 
have each given a paper. A n exposit ion of the life o f Ka r l Ma rx revealed 
t h r t a great part o f his l ife was spent in the Bri t ish Museum. The speaker 
a; sured us later that this was in the capacity o f a student, not an exhibi t . 
Th rough the medium of other papers on Marx ' s teachings and phi losophy, 
the influence of Commun ism on art , l i terature, Chr ist iani ty and modern 
l i fe, and Commun ism in Amer ica, we acquired a good general basic 
knowledge of our subject. 

We learned about the dubious methods o f Senator McCar thy , and 
as men of cul ture we enjoyed the paper on the influence o f Commun ism 
on l i terature. Nei ther d id we neglect Engels, Len in or Stal in, and it is 
only the exigencies o f t ime which force us to deprive the members o f other 
syndicates o f the gems o f knowledge we unearthed. 

But as one man we rejected Commun ism. Perhaps our cond i t ion ing 
was wrong , perhaps we lacked that d rop o f alcohol in our surrogate, or 
perhaps we were not fervent enough. Whatever the reason, we rejected 
the claims o f the oppressed proletar iat , the soap-box orators and the 
demi-gods of Russia. We foresaw, not a Marx is t U top ia , but a Stalinist 
concentrat ion camp. Fur thermore we approve o f the fami ly as a social 
un i t , we l ike our small p lo t o f private property, and we disapprove o f 
the rantings o f power-greedy cloak-and-dagger men. We have argued 
over the r ight o f the proletar ian to Shakespeare and the Symphony 
Orchestra. We have debated the scientist's approach to the arts, and 
conversely the artist 's approach to science. We have differed in personal 
opinions on the colour schemes o f Rembrandt and the desirabi l i ty o f a 
grammar school educat ion for a l l , but basically we are uni ted. Marx 's 
calls to a proletar ian Vereinigung left us, i t not co ld , at most lukewarm. 
By a process o f analysis and compar ison we have achieved a state where 
we are able to reject Commun ism w i th a clear conscience. We feel that 
Marx i sm does not a l low for the inevi tably contrary behaviour o f each 
ind iv idua l , and that i t is not practical in its views o f human nature, l t 
over-emphasises the selfishness of man under a Capital ist r. gime, and 
ignores it in its plans for a Communis t state. Al together we f ind i t 
i l logical , idealistic and anti-social. P.J.R. 



ORESTES 
The produc t ion o f E u r i p i d e s ' 

" Orestes," on July 20th and 21st was the 
most excit ing dramat ic venture that has 
happened at K.E.S. for several years. 
I t was, moreover, a convincing p roo f that 
Greek drama does not always tu rn out as 
one expects. Here is a play that give; us a 

splendidly neurot ic protagonist , a melodramat ic si tuat ion and a good 
deal o f sceptical debunk ing ; the result ing amalgam is a drama, the 
prevai l ing tone o f which is very far f r om the dignif ied fatal ism which we 
too easily accept as being characteristic o f all Greek " t ragedy." I t is, 
in fact, curiously suggestive o f that interesting phase o f our own Jacobean 
drama that was in i t iated by the Revenger's Tragedy in 1607 ; the con
vent ional revenger had blended w i t h the convent ional malcontent to 
produce a new type o f protagonist who displays an anatomising interest 
i n his own neurosis and a m ind , filled w i t h all the saeva indignatio o f the 
contemporary commonplace book. Orestes, too , is morb id l y interested 
in his own feelings and this interest co-exists in the play w i t h a sardonic 
irreverence for the gods, evident not only in the direct commentary o f 
the characters themselves but also in the treatment o f Apo l l o when he 
appears as a deus ex machina. This latter episode is burlesque and very 
different f r om the seriousness w i t h which Euripides himself treats the 
appearance o f Dionysus at the end o f " The Bacchae." 

The impact which the play makes in the theatre is obviously going to 
depend largely on Orestes and Electra, and the onus of conveying 
the unique tone o f the play is i n their hands. There is an obvious 
danger ; i t is to present them as sympathetic characters, wh ich any 
producer who st i l l nurses the not ion that the play is a tragedy is bound 
to do. There was no doubt that M r . Hu t t on firmly avoided this p i t fa l l 
and that Bradley succeeded in expressing the essential degeneracy o f 
Orestes, by the r ight degree of over-emphasis. I t was o f capi tal 
importance that he should do so, because there is a danger that 
the genuine affection between Orestes and Electra wh ich is so 
strongly expressed at the beginning of the play w i l l obscure Euripides' 
real in tent ion, wh ich is, (as the programme note indicated), to por t ray 
the chi ldren o f Agamemnon as two aristocratic degenerates. A nd this 
Bradley, as Orestes, and Wi lk inson as Electra, certainly d id . Both 
are experienced actors and it was to be expected that they should be 
good ; and good they were, in command o f gesture, i n confidence o f 
movement and in vocal range. Both were at times compel l ing, and 
Bradley, who , i t must be admi t ted, had the more rewarding par t , 
part icular ly so. His degree o f absorbed intensity was impressive indeed. 

These two were supported intel l igent ly and wel l , part icular ly by two 
very fine performances f rom Ho r t on as the messenger and Coleman as a 
Phrygian slave. Ho r t on has a born stage presence and hence achieves a 
degree of digni ty and sincerity which is al l too rare on the stage. H is 
appearance lasted no more than ten minutes but i t held the stage and 
lingered in the m ind long after he had departed. Coleman t r i umphed 
by intell igence and a firmness of wi l l wh ich resisted any temptat ion to 
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overplay his part , wh ich wou l d have been easy enough. Stockwin as 
the aged Tyndareus looked superb. The peculiarly arresting edge on his 
voice—whether you l ike i t or not and I personally do—at least ensures 
that he commands attent ion when on the stage ; there is l i t t le chance o f 
interest f lagging when so ind iv idua l a note is in t roduced in to the general 
vocal pat tern. Herr ingshaw and Turner , as Menelaus and Pylades 
respectively, had to deal w i t h parts which no one wou ld go out o f their 
way to choose and bo th made something out o f them, in spite o f the fact 
that Herr ingshaw's p lay ing was mannered and Turner 's hearty rather 
than bru ta l when, one fel t , bruta l i ty was what was required. As 
Hermione, Avenel l looked nonplussed which was al l that was requi red, 
and Buttress as Apo l l o managed wel l enough the di f f icul t def lat ionary 
asides that are so impor tan t i f the play is to end on the r ight sardonic 
note. 

Pendry was a buxom and beefy Helen but as, in this play, Eur ip ides 
d id not entirely subscribe to the no t ion that her face launched a thousand 
ships this was r ight enough. 

A wo r d must be said o f the chorus wh ich , so far as product ions o f 
this play go, consti tute an embarrassment. They are never presented 
w i t h opportuni t ies comparable to those wh ich the chorus have i n 
Aeschylus or Sophocles. Euripides, however, turns this to an advantage 
by mak ing Electra herself regard them as an interfer ing nuisance at one 
po in t early in the play. I n this product ion they were unobtrusive and 
above all audible. Hodgetts, Power, Rudk i n and Short who formed the 
chorus d id not have excit ing things to do and l i t t le that was excit ing to 
say, bu t what they d id they d id wel l . I t was, in fact, part icular ly in the 
handl ing o f the chorus that the cardinal excellence o f M r . Hu t ton ' s 
product ion was most easily noticeable. They were always int roduced 
unobtrusively ; there was no suggestion that they were a corps de ballet, 
that had not qui te made the grade as dancers, and this economy o f 
movement and lack o f fussiness was characteristic o f the whole produc
t ion . Intensity and melodrama were achieved w i t h a m i n imum o f fuss 
and a refreshing absence of clever business. M r . Hu t t on was not 
fr ightened to let the drama dictate its own pace ; one never felt that 
art i f ic ial respirat ion was being appl ied in the f o rm o f the " damnable 
faces" that Hamlet so objected to. The result was that the impact o f 
the play was direct and power fu l . 

A large measure of the product ion 's success must be at t r ibuted, I 
th ink , to the t ranslat ion. Translat ions of Greek drama so often sound 
l ike th i rd-rate Swinburne or the sort o f incomprehensible nonsense that 
A . E. Housman parodied so beaut i fu l ly. In this instance the play was 
translated by the Classical Sixth whose versions were radical ly vetted by 
a commit tee o f four under the chairmanship o f M r . Bol ton. As one who 
was on several occasions privi leged to make tea for this commit tee when 
i t was i n session, I can vouch for the meticulousness o f its labours and 
the b lood and tears and sweat which it expended. A t al l events they 
produced a play in speakable English that was id iomat ic w i thou t 
vulgar i ty and ( I am to ld) accurate w i thou t pedantry. 

M r . Hum ' s set was very impressive, bu t this is becoming so regular 
a feature o f school product ions that i t scarcely needs saying. 
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The whole enterprise, produced under the animated condi t ions that 
give the end of the school year its characteristic f lavour, was a t r i umph o f 
hard wo rk , co-operat ion and belief in the fact that Greek drama is wo r t h 
act ing. A .J .T . 

T H E M O U R N I N G S P E E C H O F E L E C T R A ( F R O M T H E 
" O R E S T E S " ) 

(From the translation of the " Orestes " made by the Classical Sixth) 

Electra : N o w I begin my mourn ing , women of Argos, tearing my 
cheeks t i l l the b lood runs ; beating my head I pay the dues o f the 
underwor ld , o f Persephone, goddess o f the dead. Let the land o f Argos 
echo the grief o f the House, as our heads are shaved in mourn ing . This 
misery comes for the dead, the dead who once led the armies of Greece. 

The whole race o f Pelops is gone, gone ; its chi ldren are lost and i t 
is not a great house any more. The jealous gods and the cruel murderous 
vote o f the citizens have destroyed i t . A las, alas ; look al l you morta ls , 
unhappy, short- l ived, hard-worked ; your fate comes, but not as you 
expected her. 

Cou ld I but f ly to that rock , chain-stretched between earth and 
heaven ; that O lymp ian star borne by golden chains th rough the eddies 
o f air ; there in my mourn ing I wou ld cry to o ld Tantalos ; the father 
o f the fathers o f my house. We have seen al l the disasters : the winged 
rush o f the horses when Pelops drove by the sea and hur led Myr te los down 
to his death, down to the rocks o f Geraistos where the waves break in 
foam. 

Then came to my house the curse o f many sorrows ; the golden 
lamb in the f lock o f sheep, wonder fu l but deadly, very deadly for Atreus, 
tamer o f horses. So this quarrel reversed the winged char iot o f the sun, 
turned its westward path back towards the slow dawn ; and Zeus changed 
the course o f the seven Pleiades. So one death after another is requi ted 
w i t h Thyestes' Feast, w i th the double-deal ing adultery o f Aerope. Last 
o f al l on me and on my father has the curse come, the curse o f the 
house w i th its doom o f many sorrows. 

C A T U L L U S V . " Vivamus mea Lesbia, atque amemus ..." 
Now , dear Ma r y , to l ive and to be lovers ; 
Joy is sweet, never heed the g loomy stories 
O ld men tell us o f happiness and sorrow. 
Br ight days darken, but leave us their to -mor row, 
Sunset falls, but the dawn brings back her glory 
T i l l all ends. L i fe is short, but death eternal, 
One long sleep far away but sti l l together. 
Kisses ! kiss me a thousand then a hundred. 
One more thousand and then a second hundred ; 
Af ter thousands some more to stop us count ing. 
Some false cr i t ic might envy us our pleasure 
Should he know there cou ld be so many kisses. 

O .C .W.T . 
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T H E SOC IET IES 
Whereas i t hath been pleasing in t ime past to set fo r th the actions 

of divers Societies o f this School, for this C H R O N C I L E also i t hath been my 
duty and delight to contr ive and arrange all news o f them. But I do 
beseech you , my masters, scorn not our conceits ; for there yet are 
many societies that wou ld welcome, an i t be but for an evening, you r 
most gracious company. 

Since brevi ty is the soul o f w i t , I w i l l proceed. I f t hou takest del ight 
i n the love o f letters, the Li terary Society, I ween, hath that w i t h wh ich to 
charm your fancy. R. H . Gooda l l hath beguiled an hour ta lk ing o f 
" The Li terary L i fe " and P. J. Ri ley, albeit w i t h unpleasing advertise
ment o f " The Wages o f S in , " hath read f r om sundry romances o f the 
day. Or i f matters o f state are dear to thy heart, the Civics Society hath 
proffered answers by four members o f the staff to provocat ive questions, 
a discourse on " The Town Clerk 's Off ice," by Master M . J. Methuen 
and another, by no less a person than the Pro-Chancel lor o f the Univers i ty 
o f B i rm ingham, Master Sydney Ve rnon , L L . M . , on " B i rm ingham U n i 
vers i ty ." Some f r om that noble company have visited the Kynochs 
Div is ion o f the I . C . I . 

Canst t hou love Beauty ? For this pursueth the Ar ts Society, aided 
by Master Lemon and Master Wh i t i ng o f the Worcester Gu i l d o f Ar t i s t -
Craf tsmen. Master Lemon hath spoken o f stained-glass windows and 
Master Wh i t i ng on " The importance o f hand-made pottery in the wor l d 
o f to -day . " Fear not to visit this Society, because t hou art young ; i t 
wou ld welcome thee. The A r t Circle hath heard f r om Master J. B. 
Hu r n o f the most ancient art , contrast ing it w i th the most modern. But , 
my lords o f the Car t land C lub , we do beseech you to favour i t w i t h 
your presence. 

I t hath been requested that I should say that t hou mayest visit the 
Barber Inst i tu te on the first Saturday o f every mon th . Master H u r n 
hath escorted sundry persons to this seat o f the Muses, wh ich w i l l charm 
the most savage breast. Certain also o f the F i f th Fo rm have devised a 
playhouse o f puppets, for wh ich they are to be commended. 

The Archaeological Society, ere this the resort o f bearded pards, 
now, as it appeareth, hath snatched babes almost f r om their mothers ' 
arms and beguileth them w i t h pictures o f ancient sport and the Olympic 
Games. The Chr is t ian Un i on hath held frequent meetings in the dinner 
hour and one after the hours o f school addressed by Counc i l lo r A . G. B. 
Owen. There have been also inst i tuted studies o f the Bible. The S .C .M. 
hath heard the Venerable Michael Parker, Archdeacon o f As ton , dis
course o f " Chr is t ian i ty and the New Eng land . " 

Dost thou , perchance, love stamps ? A n thou dost, the Philatel ic 
Society w i l l teach thee some matter. Master R. A . V . Tayar hath shewn 
stamps of Ma l ta , Braz i l and Great Br i ta in , there have been exchanges o f 
stamps and a test o f stamp knowledge. 

I f thy winged thought encircleth the globe, the Geographical Society 
desireth thee. Master Ramla l l , f r om that seditious part o f the Empi re , 
Br i t ish Guiana, hath to ld i t o f that count ry . P. R. Foxal l and J. A . A . 
Stockwin have recounted their travels i n Br i t ish Co lumb ia and B. W . 
K i ng t on , his adventures on the glaciers o f the Oetzal. 
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I f thou hast the gift o f divers tongues, the Mode rn Language Society 
hath power to divert thee. Yea, veri ly, their members have mused 
whether " les messieurs preferent les b londes." A traveller, late arr ived 
f r om the German Cour t , hath spoken in strange words o f " Karnivalzei t 
i n Deutsch land. " I n the hour o f dinner, there have been conceits o f 
French wri ters, read by Master J. A . Bo l ton , and of La t in -Amer ican Fo l k 
Mus ic presented by Master J. K. T . Adams. The Photographic Society 
hath learned how to make the most o f its cameras. The Rai lway and 
Mode l Engineering Society hath heard f r om S. Lane and B. A . Haywood 
and hath pursued i ron horses in London . Master C. Dodds hath i n 
fo rmed the Scientific Society o f the scientific approach to forestry and 
Master R. J. St i l ton o f phosphorus. 

The pastoral glories o f the Bi t te l l , Bart ley Green and Bellfields 
Reservoirs, w i t h Enf ie ld, have del ighted the Na tu ra l H is to ry Society and 
Fie ld C lub , who held eleven ou tdoor and eleven indoor meetings this 
year. The Fie ld C lub have seen the L ickey Hi l l s w i t h Master A . R. 
Stephenson, now o f Repton School. Here the o ld order changeth, 
Master M . E. Monk com (Chai rman) and B. D . Wi l l i ams (Secretary) 
being succeeded by Master C. Dodds and D . W . G . Budd. Tha t strange 
company, the Cactus Society, have had three meetings and a barter ing 
o f plants which produced £1 12s. Od. for the Cot Fund . 

The Players o f the Dramat ic Society prepare their lord ly revels, a 
masque o f Master E l io t called " Murde r in the Cathedra l , " to be produced 
on January 28th, 29th and 30th. The F i lm Society hath witnessed 
diversions called " Odd Man Ou t , " " Jour de Fete " and " K i n d Hearts 
and Coronets . " 

Twice have been heard the alarums and excursions of the f lour ish
ing Shakespeare Society. 

Nob le eloquence is a v i r tue i n any gentleman and just ly w i l l the 
Debat ing Society and Junior Debat ing Society develop i t . The 
cloistered calm o f the l ibrary hath resounded w i th mot ions on the absence 
o f the question o f the death penalty's abol i t ion f r om the Royal Com
mission's terms o f reference and on the habit o f " h i t ch -h ik ing . " The 
Junior Debat ing Society f lourisheth w i th mot ions on changes in English 
spell ing and the pernicious g rowth o f occidental manners in this realm. 

I f Music be the food o f love, wherefore dost thou not attend the 
Concerts o f the Musica l Society ? Pianos, flutes, organs, recorders, 
drums and , sweetest o f instruments, the human voice, hath uttered their 
sundry melodies f r om such artists as Master T . F. H . Oxley, Master 
D. A . Wr igh t , Master J. A . Bol ton and B. S. Adams. There is a 
preparat ion for the Caro l Service on December 14th and 15th by 
the Chora l Society. The Music Circle lacketh not to add that i t hath 
listened to composit ions o f C. P. E. Bach and H indemi th and heard 
f r om Dr . Wi l l is Gran t o f the beginnings o f Western Music . 

A n d hereto, may we add thanks to al l cha i rmen, secretaries, com
mittees and poster-designers. For , good my lords, our true intent is al l 
fo r your del ight and i t hath always been our grievous concern in a l l 
ways to please you . A n d so, my masters, I bid you adieu. 

B.J.C. 
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C . C . F . 

The cl imax o f the C.C.F. year invar iably 
comes at the Annua l Inspect ion. This year was 
certainly no except ion, and the Parade, held on 
July 10th, was favourably commented on by the 
Inspecting Officer, A i r Marsha l Guest, C.B., 
C.B.E., O.E. A f te r the Ma rch Past, the A i r 

Marsha l , accompanied by numerous officers f r om the other services, 
inspected al l branches o f the C.C.F. t ra in ing. 

A f te r the end o f the Summer Te rm the var ious branches of the C.C.F. . 
attended their respective camps. The Senior Service had the choice o f 
two , at Por tsmouth , aboard H .M.S . Duchess, or at Sheerness, aboard 
Campania. The A rmy and Basic Sections attended camp at Bourley, near 
Aldershot . As usual this week under canvas was o f invaluable benefit 
to al l who attended. This can be clearly seen in " A " and " B " Companies, 
where the d iv id ing l ine between those who attended camp, and those who 
d i d not , is painfu l ly obvious. Only one th ing marred an otherwise success
fu l camp, the unt imely and unfor tunate illness o f R.S.M. Moo re . We are 
very glad to see that he is now once again in good health, and back w i th us. 
He w i l l , no doubt , be glad to know that in C .S .M. Col ter he had an excellent 
deputy. The A i r Section once again attended camp at Hawarden, where 
the lectures were o f great value and interest. Among many features 
o f interest, l i nk f ly ing and a visit to the de Hav i l land factory were but two . 

This term the Nava l Section has divided its at tent ion between boat-
pu l l ing on Brookvale Park, preparat ion for the fo r thcoming Ab le Seaman 
Examinat ions and Proficiency Tests. Du r i n g the Summer Te rm a number 
o f the section successfully rigged a mast, wh ich , when completed, one 
fine summer's day was hoisted in to the air accompanied by the t r i umphan t 
and expressive phrase, " M y wo rd ! " A new branch o f naval t ra in ing 
is now being undertaken, that o f the ship-wr ight . The section has four 
new P.O.s., P.O. Jarmain being senior cadet. 

This term the three A rmy Companies are proceeding w i t h their 
various programmes. The recruits are shaping wel l under Captain 
W . R. Butt le, and performed creditably on Church Parade, on November 
15th. The Salute at the Ma r ch Past was taken by Rear -Admi ra l B rown-
field, C.B.E., and the Chief Master preached the sermon. 

Under the command of L t . R. D. J. Robertson, " B " Company is 
i ron ing out the usual unmi l i ta ry indiscipl ine o f its members, whi lst " A " 
Company under the command o f 2nd L t . P. H . Hu t t on , is feeling the 
effect of, and obviously benefit ing by, a more r ig id dr i l l programme. 

The A i r Section possesses a record number o f Proficient Cadets, 
whi lst the keen i f high-spir i ted recruits are rapid ly learning the principles 
o f airmanship and f loor-pol ish ing. Some o f the Proficient Cadets are 
again undergoing (nay ! going under) a Leadership Tra in ing Course 
w i t h the A rmy Section. 

Field Days were held at L ichf ie ld in the Lent Term and at Ab ingdon 
in the Summer Te rm. A t Ab ingdon parat roop t ra in ing was observed 
and all cadets had an hour 's f ly ing. 
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Thus the A i r Section continues to improve its record. Indeed, 
another cadet has flown to the Far East w i t h A i r Marsha l Guest, three 
more flying scholarships have been obtained as wel l as the section's 
first " C " g l id ing certif icate. 

The C.C.F. , then, continues its invaluable role i n School l i fe, i n 
t ra in ing its members in leadership and discipl ine. But o f how much 
greater value i t could be i f only al l its N.C.O.s. wou ld realise that 
character is based on discipl ine, and that in the C.C.F. , discipl ine is based 
on dr i l l and, fur thermore, d r i l l is solely their responsibi l i ty. 

For its achievements dur ing the past year, i n examinat ions, on 
Parades, and at Camp, the C.C.F. is deeply indebted to al l its officers, 
and to R. S. M . Moo re and to C .S .M. Cotter. Especial ment ion should 
undoubtedly be made of Ma jo r O. M . Mathews, the Command ing Officer, 
and his deputy, Ma jo r L. K. J. Cooke, who , together w i th al l their fe l low 
officers wo r k so unsparingly to give o f their hard-earned experience. 

F R O M T H E C H I N E S E 

Swi r l , swi r l , the Ye l low River r ound an island 
Beating the rocks w i t h its eddying stream. 
Depressed, depressed the scholar in a crowded char iot : 
C lu tch ing his satchel, he crouches in a corner. 
When he tries to leave, there is no way out , 
People and baggage block up his path. 
He composed a great essay, but i t was spurned and rejected : 
He is commanded his task to renew. 
A n d now—he cannot f ind a halfpenny for his fare 
And Tra in ing o f Body has wearied his person. 
His relations upbra id h im for the unk ind words of the Masters, 
His friends rebuke the Med iocr i t y o f his Re-creation. 
Wh i le Wo L u acclaims the W isdom o f the Sages, 
K o M i n , alas, prefers the V is ion f r om a distance. 
I once thought I was a Leader o f Sages 
But here in the char iot I am pounded and crushed. 
But when you wear a robe, it should not be longer than you 

are ; 
Enough is good, bu t more is an aff l ict ion. 
I ho ld the Seat o f Comfo r t whi le many others lack i t— 
For this I thank the noble Corpora t ion . 

B.J.C. 
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T H E S C O U T G R O U P 
The Summer months prov ided many 

excellent opportuni t ies for our Scout ing 
activit ies. A t the last major Scouting event o f 
the Summer te rm, the Annua l Scout Ral ly at 
Handswor th Park, the G roup cont r ibuted three 
amusing episodes to the pageant and, for the 
f irst t ime in sixteen years, took part in fu l l 
force i n the Ma rch Past. 

As a new departure the Junior Troops held their Summer Camps in 
the Lake Dis t r ic t this year. One camp-site was situated at the head o f 
Patterdale, at Har tsop Ha l l and was used by Vik ings and M i t r e Troops. 
The Lake Dist r ic t l ived up to its reputat ion and dur ing the first three 
days o f their camp Vik ings T roop were blessed w i th over five inches o f 
ra in . We are pleased to repor t that this inclement weather i n no way 
damped their enthusiasm or lowered their morale and that they went on 
several c l imb ing expedit ions. They tel l us that they w i l l never forget the 
sight o f M r . Leeds, usually in shirt sleeves, v igorously stok ing the camp's 
" altar " f ire. They wou ld l ike to thank M r . Osborne, who , though 
unable to devote t ime to Scouting dur ing the term, can st i l l organise a 
most enjoyable camp. 

M i t r e T roop enjoyed quite exceptionally fine and dry weather. A 
nearby stream prov ided opportuni t ies for bath ing and fishing un t i l i t 
part ia l ly dr ied up. The T roop went swimming and boat ing on Ul lswater, 
and Helve l lyn, St. Sunday Crag, H i gh Street and many other surrounding 
peaks were c l imbed. Thanks are due to M r . Skinner and R. A . Toml inson 
who ensured a successful camp by their efficient organisat ion and to M r . 
Weatheral l for the manner in which he took charge for the last few days 
o f the camp. 

Park Vale T r oop made use of the Great Tower permanent site at 
Windermere. They too , had a great deal o f ra in , but this d id not deter 
them f r om going on pat ro l hikes and expedit ions by steamer round 
Lake Windermere. As the T roop does not possess a Scouter, no c l imb ing 
was organised. Thei r days were well spent, however, in meeting other 
Scouts camping on the site and discussing camping experiences w i t h 
them. A t this camp the pat ro l was the uni t used for ai l activities. Park 
Vale are indebted to J. Leadley and C. May for their help in runn ing the 
camp. 

New T roop , camping at Thorny thwai te Fa rm , Borrowdale, had a 
veTy hot , dry camp and, natural ly enough, swimming played a large 
part . Parties c l imbed Great Gable, Scafell and Scafell Pike and the 
Langdale Pikes. The camp was enlivened by Camp Sports, an aerial 
runway and an excit ing patro l compet i t ion. M r . Whinnerah, M r . Ken t 
and W . G . G . L ind ley should be thanked for their assistance in leading 
expedit ions and in ensuring an efficient and happy camp. 

D r . Mayo r , who jo ined us at the end o f year, began the term by 
organising a t ra in ing camp at Woodcote for Patro l Leaders and T roop 
Officers. The t ra in ing sessions and discussions were much appreciated 
by all present and they w i l l be a source o f inspirat ion in the future. 
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This term new recruits have been received in to their respective Troops 
only after they have gained their Tender foot tests. This system has 
operated most effectively and we find the enthusiasm o f our younger 
brethren infect ious. Junior Troops this year are, however, not f i l led to 
capacity for the counter at t ract ion o f Shells and Removes Rugger has at 
last made itself felt. The standard o f our Scouting is r is ing and we look 
fo rward to the t ime, i n the not so distant fu ture, when al l Patrol Leaders 
w i l l have gained the First Class badge. T r oop programmes have con
t inued as usual w i t h hikes and camps at week-ends and at ha l f - term, 
when a few o f our more hardy members ventured out to enjoy the 
beauties o f the countryside, despite the heavy ra in . 

The Senior T roop , ever a source o f awe and inspi rat ion to the Junior 
Troops , is, despite its temporary lack o f a Scouter, a hive o f act iv i ty . 
Du r i ng the hol idays an adventurous c l imb ing camp was held i n the 
Aust r ian T y r o l , a report o f wh ich appears elsewhere i n the C H R O N I C L E , 
whi le this te rm the T roop has certainly " looked wide " for its choice o f 
activit ies. One meeting was devoted to finding suitable week-end camp 
sites, whi le another was used to study birds w i t h M r . Woods. The 
Senior T r oop is again helping to r un the " Fa rm Street " T r oop in 
Lozells and is also helping to cut down trees near Alvechurch. A t half-
term a few Seniors went as a work ing par ty to a Ma lvern You t h Hostel 
and d id much valuable work . Some o f the activities o f the Senior T roop , 
however, remain incomprehensible to the uni t iated and the sight o f two 
members o f " A " B lock wa lk ing up Br is to l Road in boi ler suits carry ing 
a p lank, and fo l lowed by what seemed to be a fur t ive padre, was enough 
to keep the Juniors guessing. 

The events o f this te rm have given us every ind icat ion that the 
achievements o f the new Scout ing year w i l l be exceptional. We have 
won the Senior Section of the Div is iona l Swimming Sports, the size o f 
the G roup Cou r t o f Honou r has been decreased in order to deal w i t h 
business more efficiently and the G roup Commit tee has been quick to 
offer us its services. We must most heart i ly congratulate Haseler and 
Pil l inger on becoming Queen's Scouts, br ing ing our tota l number up to 
four , and Davies on gaining his Bushman's Thong . 

We are look ing fo rward w i t h interest and ant ic ipat ion to Field Day 
and the Troops are prepar ing for Parents' Evening, at wh ich we hope 
to satisfy, i n some small measure, the cur iosi ty o f parents. 

A l ready there are rumours o f Christmas good turns, T roop parties, 
indoor and outdoor activities and Troops are even th ink ing about 
possible Summer Camp sites. The Seniors have a scheme on hand for 
extensive improvements i n and around their hut . I n al l quarters the 
emphasis is upon greater act iv i ty as a means to improv ing our own 
standards o f scouting and helping others to improve theirs. 

F ina l ly , and most impor tan t o f a l l , we must thank Dr . Mayo r , for 
his conscientious leadership in his first few months as G .S .M . and also 
our Scouters for their patient guidance and enthusiastic encouragement 
o f our activites. J .H .W. 
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G E R A R D M A N L E Y H O P K I N S 

Gerard Man ley Hop k i r s was born i n 1844, and as a young man 
he was converted to Roman Cathol ic ism and became a Jesuit. This set 
up a conf l ict in h im between poetry and rel igion as to whether he cou ld 
cont inue to wr i te poetry. In a letter to Rober t Bridges on August 7 th , 
1868, he wrote : " I cannot send my " Summa " for i t is burn t w i t h my 
other verses : I saw they wou ld interfere w i t h my state and devo t i on . " 
F r om then on he wrote no poetry " but two or three l i t t le presentation 
pieces wh ich occasion called f o r , " unt i l winter , 1875. A t that t ime the 
" Deutschland " was wrecked in the mou th o f the Thames and five 
Franciscan nuns, exiled f r om Germany under the Falck Laws, were 
drowned. Hopk ins " was affected by the account and happening to say 
so to my rector, he said that he wished someone wou ld wr i te a poem on 
the subject." Thus in the winter o f 1875 the silence was broken. 

Af ter this, Hopk ins wrote more poetry, bu t he died in 1889 and 
completed fewer than 150 poems. His rel ig ion was undoubted ly 
responsible for this small number, but i t was also responsible for the 
excellence in the poetry he wrote. H is wo r k shows intense rel igious 
feeling and religious pre-occupations, wh ich are reflected i n his superb 
technical sk i l l . Th is can be seen in his first poem, the one that broke 
the silence, " The Wreck o f the Deu tsch land . ' 

I t has significance as the silence-breaker, and some crit ics tend to 
leave it at that. There is also a tendency to praise it solely for its contrast 
w i t h its contemporar ies—the works o f Bridges, A r no l d , Lang and a 
declined Tennyson—which reflect the V ic tor ian enervation o f sensibil i ty. 
But i t is i n itself a great poem—for its intense emot ion and expressed 
experience, its structural un i ty , its outstanding technique. 

Hopk ins begins the poem horror-s t r icken at the wreck and God 's 
apparent cruelty : 

" Thou hast bound bones and veins i n me, fastened me flesh, 
A nd after i t almost unmade, what w i t h dread, thy do ing : and dost 
t hou touch me afresh ? 
Over again I feel thy finger and f ind thee." 
But gradual ly he moves to acceptance o f God 's w i l l , fo r God i s 

exert ing His " stress " on man ( " thy r ebe l " ) w i t h the s to rm, for man's 
spir i tual improvement—i t is the " ennoblement th rough su f fe r ing ' 
br i l l iant ly expressed : 

" Be adored among men, 
God , three-numbered f o rm ; 
W r i ng thy rebel, dogged in den, 
Man 's malice, w i t h wreck ing and s t o rm . " 
The poem ends on a note o f t r i umph , praising God : " Br ide, rose, 

prince, hero o f us, high-priest, Our heart's char i ty 's hearth's f ire, our 
thoughts ' chivalry 's throng's L o r d . " 

Obviously in the progress o f this change, as i n a violent chemical 
react ion, a great deal o f feeling has been expressed. Great poetry is the 
conveying of intense feeling. 

This feeling is reflected and conveyed th rough Hopk ins ' compl icated 
technique. He is dif f icult , bu t not so di f f icul t as Bridges said when he 
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called the " Deutsch land, " " a great dragon fo lded i n the gate to fo rb id al l 
entrance." He has to be dif f icul t , fo r he thereby compels concentrated 
at tent ion, whi le a superficial reading wou ld defeat his purpose. 

Hopk ins is di f f icul t because every wo rd has over-whelming signif i 
cance. The poem is remarkably concentrated. He omits " that 's " and 
conjunct ions and re-shapes words, invents them, uses nouns as adjectives, 
forms compounds. N o redundant wo rd is tolerated. A pattern o f 
contrast ing violence and beauty runs through the poem. This is achieved 
th rough the imagery which is used and is not merely decorative. Puns 
even, are used, and rhyme as i t has not been for ages, to gain the concrete, 
v iv id and dramat ic effect o f the poem : 

" Thames wou ld ru in them ; Surf, snow, r iver and earth gnashed . . . " 
The conceit i n stanza Five is superb : 
" I kiss my hand 
To the stars, lovely—asunder 
Starl ight, waf t ing h im out o f i t . " 
The opening o f the poem is an epi tome o f its technical excellence : 
" T hou mastering me 
God ! giver o f breath and bread ; 
Wor ld ' s st rand, sway o f the sea ; 
L o r d of l i v ing and dead . " 
Every wo rd carries weight. There are : expressive, v igorous 

r hy t hm , concentrat ion and intensity o f statement, the tel l ing power o f 
almost every wo rd , symbol ism, association, combin ing i n an epi tome 
o f the poem's technical excellence. 

These virtues cont inue th roughout Hopk ins ' poems, l i t t le in quant i ty 
as they are. The themes o f his wo r k are religious and deal w i t h the 
universal emot ions, fears, feelings and doubts that have come to most 
rel igious men. 

" The Wind lover " is the expression o f doubt in the chosen ascetic 
l i fe. The " dayl ight 's dauph in , dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon " symbo
lises the wo r l d o f beauty and sense, that Hopk ins has shut himself f r om 

" M y heart i n h id ing 
Stirred for a b i r d , . . . " 
I n the sestet there is a br i l l ian t expression o f ambigu i ty , conveying 

Hopk ins ' doubts and the div is ion o f his sympathy. 
" Brute beauty and valour and act, oh , air, pr ide, p lume, here 

Buckle ! " can mean either that they " buckle " as a bicycle wheel 
buckles or as a belt, perhaps is buckled ; either they are wrecked ; or 
un i ted, w i t h associations o f v igour. 

" . . . blue-bleak embers, ah my dear, 
Fa l l , gall themselves, and gash go ld -vermi l ion , " shows the beauty 

o f the ascetic l i fe : " embers " suggest the ashes of penitence and " gash 
gold-vermi l ion " is a lovely image. But " gall " and " gash " suggest 
pain and violence. Hopk ins ' doubts are not resolved—the senses have 
possible destruct ion and the spir i t pain. 

I n " Felix Randal " there is the same div is ion, finely reflected i n the 
contrast o f sound, image and associat ion—but Hopk ins achieves a 
t r i umphan t conclus ion—Randal 's resurrection (he is a smith) : 
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" poor Felix Randal ; 
H ow far f r om then forethought of, al l thy more boisterous years, 
When thou at the random gr im forge, power fu l amidst peers, 
Didst fett le for the great grey drav-horse his br ight and batter ing 

sandal ! " 
I t is w i t h t r i umph that we should t h i nk o f Hopk ins , for though he 

died young, an apparent fa i lure, an unrecognised genius, th i r ty years 
before his wo r k was publ ished, he is a great poet. D .N .G . 

T H E A P O C R Y P H A L GOSPELS 

" The Church , when i t canonized the Four Gospels, displayed the 
excellence o f its l i terary as wel l as its rel igious judgement . " (E . V. Rieu.) 

I t of ten comes as a shock to people to discover that the Gospels 
o f Ma t thew , Ma r k , Luke and John were not the only ones wr i t ten . 
Indeed, very many were wr i t ten ; but only the Sacred Four had the 
Wo r d uncontaminated by the r iva l dogmas of different sects and 
unadulterated by Gnost ic or other supersti t ion and only they, in add i t ion 
to their rel igious pur i ty , had the qual i ty o f great—it may be said, supremely 
great—li terature. A n d so the Chr ist ian Church , w i th in the first few 
hundred years o f its l i fe, canonized these and rejected the others. Several 
o f the others, however, have come down to us and i t is to be regretted 
that they are not more readily available to the general publ ic . Though 
their rel igious value is pract ical ly n i l , they are object-lessons i n how the 
or ig inal Gospel-message could be obscured by my th and legend. 

The Protevangel ium o f James claims to have been wr i t ten by James 
the Just in Jerusalem. The present f o rm probab ly dates f r om the th i rd 
century, but there are traces o f an earlier f o rm o f i t i n the second century. 
I t relates the b i r th and ch i ldhood o f Our Lady and ends w i th the b i r t h 
o f Jesus. 

The Gospel according to Peter is one o f the heretical Gospels, 
wr i t ten about 150. I t may be described as the handbook o f the docetic 
heresy, wh ich taught that Jesus' humani ty and sufferings were not real , 
but only apparent. Thus, in this f ragmentary Gospel's account o f the 
Cruc i f i x ion , Jesus cries f r om the Cross " M y power, my power, thou hast 
forsaken me . " A n d when he had so said, he was taken u p . " A lso , in the 
Resurrection scene, two men come out o f the tomb support ing another, 
and a cross fo l l ow ing after. A n d there came a voice f r om heaven saying 
" Hast thou preached to them that sleep ? " A n d an aff i rmative answer 
came f rom the cross itself. 

The Gospel according to the Hebrews, wr i t ten about 100, is also 
f ragmentary, but contains some interesting references and sayings. I t 
includes the resurrect ion appearance o f Jesus to his brother James, 
ment ioned by Paul i n 1 Cor inth ians 15 v i i : Jesus said : " M y brother, 
eat thy bread, for the Son o f Man is risen f r om the dead . " 

The apocryphal Gospels sometimes tr ied to fill in the gaps in the 
New Testament account o f Jesus' l i fe. The Gospel o f Thomas and what 
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is called " the Gospel o f Pseudo-Matthew " are devoted to describing 
Jesus' ch i ldhood, w i th such unpleasant fancies as the cursing o f a playmate 
by Jesus and the playmate's immediate death. Another favour i te g round 
is the t r ia l o f Jesus, described in part icular i n the Gospel o f Nicodemus. 

The Passing o f Ma r y is a fantastic and myth ica l account o f the 
death o f Our Lady , wr i t ten about 400 and put t ing back contemporary 
Church practices to Gospel t imes. A lso , " Sayings o f Jesus " have been 
found on papyr i in Egypt , some o f wh ich may be genuine. 

I t has recently been announced that a codex conta in ing a wo r k 
called the " Apoc ryphon o f James " has been discovered. I t is dated 
to 150 and purpor ts to deal w i t h secret doctrines revealed by Jesus after 
his resurrect ion. 

A f te r a study o f the apocryphal Gospels, i t is an interesting specula
t ion how much legendary material there is in the New Testament Gospels. 
Is i t no t possible that the account o f the V i rg in B i r th in Mat thew and 
Luke is a legend derived f r om a misunderstood verse of the Septuagint ? 
Is i t not probable that Luke 's account o f the Slaughter o f the Innocents, 
not recorded in any other histor ical document, is pure my th ? These are 
matters for the ind iv idua l conscience to decide. B.J.C. 

B L A C K W I N T E R 

Icy w ind bites the street, stark. On ly emptiness. D i r t y lunch-
papers are wh i r led , to nowhere. Two men shuffle a long, one behind the 
other. We cannot see whether they are pinched and cut because their 
eyes are look ing on the g round , at a po in t wh ich does not exist for them. 
Their hands shiver in their pockets. Gu i l t y , wretched, they cannot l ook 
up at the wo r l d : they are black in a whi te land. 

I n the Corpora t ion bus someone points and says pathetical ly : 
" Mrs . Jones, 'ave you 'erd about M rs . Smith's Ada , 'ers b in ru ined by 
one o ' them sort—they' re alwis 'ang in ' round pubs they are—got no th in ' 
better ter do w i th their t ime . " 

Eye-grit spits f r om the ground. " M u m m y , why does that black man 
smell different f r om us ? " M u m m y shudders ; shivers, cannot answer. 
The dead scarecrow in the bus says : " Our Ada found one l u r k i n ' in a 
passage-way, wa i t i n ' , v ic ious . " People swish their heads ; rub the 
whipped stones f r om their red eye-flesh. " Wha t weather ! . . . L i ke 
the Co rona t i on . " We always go back to the past, the present—daze, 
noise, hor ro r , death. N o wonder we return to the past ! and no future 
except death. 

A fr ightened glance is twisted round the men, and looped back 
again. Thei r great sad eyes, h idden, terrorize the soul. Brown lips 
move, seem to say : " O, why was I bo rn w i th a different face ! Colour 's 
no difference ! not even i n a whi te land. Only people matter, and 
love . " R .H .G . 
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F R O M P R O L O G U E T O " R O B E R T CATESBY 'S T R E A S O N . " 

1 Hudd ing ton Cour t lay silent in the dawn. 
The sun's first fingers touched each window- l igh t 
W i t h silver fire ; st i l l on the neat-cut lawn 
Sparkled the mol ten diamonds o f night. 

A glossy b lackb i rd slipped betwixt chimneys ta l l 
Mou lded in br ick l ike vine-stems up a wa l l . 

2 Madr iga l -melody, mel low, magpie-beauty, 
Shimmer ing in mi r ro r -moat . Dawn 's wa rm red gleam 
Paints neat-cl ipped box-hedge and sod-swarthy yew-tree, 
Paints whitewashed plastered panel and tarred beam. 

But in the woods, du l l gl int and gloat o f pike : 
Pursuivants watch ing, wa i t ing to stoop, str ike. 

3 Beneath the h igh sun-gilded weather-vane 
Father Garnet t said Mass, bo l t on the door. 
The sun shone gently th rough each diamond-pane, 
F lood ing the attic-chapel's rough-board f loor , 

St rown w i t h the fragrant sweet-sedge f r om the moat . 
A n d r ipp l ing plainsong sounds f r om the dove-cote. 

4 The morn ing seemed to accompany that Mass 
On its most sweet stop. Then a w i ld bell-peal ; 
" Pursuivants "—sp l i t t i n g woodwo rk , smashing glass— 
Feet thunder ing on the stairs, a rasp of steel— 

Father Garnet t has slipped in to a h ide— 
The chapel-door splits, pikemen stamp inside. 

14 A n d now on nights when inky storm-clouds r un 
Across the darkened sky and w i ld winds how l , 
Rat t l i ng the tiles, beneath a fitful moon ; 
When over silent fields, the sudden ow l , 

Hoots , when dark shadow through the branches plays 
Men r ide by hidden lanes and bridleways. 

O C T O B E R 
Gaunt , l ightning-blasted oaks against the sky ; 
A n d watery sunlight 's ch i l l , pale shadows cast 
Across the lifeless tu r f where dank leaves l ie, 
Ro t t i ng ru in o f golden summer past : 

Ch i l l death succeeds to glor ious pageantry, 
Shr i l l winds lo summer's sweet, br ight melody. 

M . W . H . 
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" C O R S I C A " 
(Free translation from the Latin of Seneca) 

Huge, dusty rocks bar out the sea f r om us 
Beyond the desert ranges, where the sand 

O f Corsica, f r om no r th and south, at us 
Blows, erodes us, corrugates the land. 

I f there were plains, or genuflecting scrub, 
A n d were some hardy husbandman alive, 

Never in the blackened co ld , never i n the hub. 
O f mad sirocco cou ld a favoured f ru i t survive. 

There is no spr ing, O Spr ing, before my eyes 
Where is your ra i 1 to ferti l ise the soi l ? 

Beneath these royal feet an empire lies 
Where grass seeds f r om its cut t ing dust recoi l . 

A n d who are we two , lonely, parched and spent ? 
A banished man , a land o f banishment. 

J .A.A.S. 

" M I G H T Y A T O M " 

L i t t le black bu t ton 
A n d an Exide battery, 
Fi lament o f wire 
A t the end o f a broomst ick 
(Shiny l i t t le broomst ick 
Joined to the battery) 
Lights the gas fire 
W i t h a small ish explosion. 

Bigger black bu t ton 
On a hatch for del ivery, 
Instrument o f ire 
A t the end o f a parachute 
(Big whi te parachute 
Alleviates delivery) 
Lights the death pyre 
W i t h a biggish explosion. 

J .A.A.S. 
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T H E W E S S E X U N I V E R S I T I E S G . C . E . R E P O R T 

The al l r ound standard o f achievement i n the English language 
Ord ina ry * Level was no t at al l satisfactory. So unsatisfactory was i t i n 
fact, nay, poor , that we feel compel led to make ment ion o f part icular 
candidates. F i rs t ly , T . . . S . . . E . . . 

He wrote sentences that just d id not make sense and were so 
compl icated that examiners cou ld not be bothered to t ry to puzzle them 
out , part icular ly as a number o f them were hopelessly under-punctuated 
. . Why does he never say what he means, bu t merely what he does not ? 
He was the only one o f these candidates capable o f describing a ra i lway 
stat ion. Such a l l - round incompetence is only equalled by the fact that 
neither E . . . Sp . . . , W . . . S . . , J . . . D . . . nor G . . . Ch . . .knew what 
oxymora , similes or metaphors were. 

G . . . Ch . . . showed in fact, an unparal leled ignorance of spell ing. 
He was fool ish enough to believe i t correct to put an " e " at the end o f 
pract ical ly every wo rd and one wou ld have thought that even the most 
ignorant schoolboy knew that " town " and " down " are not spelt w i t h 
a " u . " His general essay on phi losophy revealed an utter b lank as far 
as the wri t ings of Bertrand Russell, C. E. M . Joad and other more 
modern thinkers were concerned. 

Syntactical errors were ri fe. E . . . Sp . . showed an insatiable capacity 
for wr i t i ng long , unreadable sentences, which he made extremely complex 
and, really, muddled. This does not make examiners rejoice. W . . . 
S . . . really must realise that a f r ivo lous att i tude to sex is not part icular ly 
" g rown-up , " and must not m ix his metaphors so. H ow can one take up 
arms against a sea of troubles ? A lot o f his wo rk one just cannot under
stand. Apa r t f r om the fact that his punctuat ion is haywire, J . . . D . . . 
showed a passable ( though facetious) knowledge o f science, geography 
and mathematics. J . . . M . . . is al l too evidently a classicist. 

We feel that S . . . J . . must be an abnormal ly stuffy boy : he has a 
most unhealthy pre-occupation w i th the narrower side of ethics. Perhaps 
i f he played cricket (he has evidently not heard o f the game) . . . or 
collected stamps. We were very interested in A . . . P . .'s entomology, 
but his spell ing, part icular ly in the case o f " t h rough , " " though " and in 
his past part ic iples—all imperfect ly understood—is very slack. He fai led 
th rough devot ing a great deal too much t ime to (disproport ionately) 
at tacking M r . Masefield's l i t t le poem in the Apprec ia t ion w i t h shocking 
violence and impoliteness. 

J . . . K . . . is incomprehensible and does not seem to know what a 
fu l l stop is. His ideas on Sparrows are fantastic. 

G . . . M . . . H . . is a very serious case. He seems to have no idea 
of syntax or even grammar. His whole purpose (a lenient word) in wr i t i ng 
appears to be to heap as many adjectives as possible on top of each other. 
In tent on this play, he leaves out v i ta l preposit ions and conjunct ions, 
and is careless even, in his stock-pi l ing, o f which adjectives are really 
included i n the O.E .D. and wh ich , such as the preposterous " never-
e lder ing," he has wanton ly invented himself. D .N .G . 
[*Sic. D . N . G . ] 
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T H E F L A M E 

When in our lives, not saintly nor s in fu l , night nor day, 
But an even, neutral , dusk- l ike gray, 
When in this placid neutral i ty, 
Flares up the real i ty 
O f He l l fire, the real isat ion 
O f possible eternal damnat ion , 
The sudden flame sears the fleshly clay, 
Jolts the heart, 
Makes it f r om the gr id i ron ribs start 
Quiver ing away. 

Such an in tu i t ion o f He l l fire has a flame 
Mo re potent than the heat o f anger, the fire 
O f passion, o f lust, o f impure desire, 
Mo re consuming than burn ing shame. 
I n its l ight our l i t t le feeble vices show 
L ike the pale flicker o f candles, so 
Mean ly do they glow. 
Our sins, on the peeling wa l l o f the conscience, th row 
Da r k shadows, greater even than their size : 
The flame so magnifies. 
I t pierces our virtues w i t h X- ray rays, 
Casting l ike gallows on the wa l l , 
Images—black, stark, empty, ta l l , 
Bone-shadows stripped o f the flesh o f self praise. 

Bu rn , purge the bu i ld ing , flame o f hel l , 
That we may rebui ld inside the shell. 

D .N . 
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IMPRESSIONS OF CANADA 
(The W. H. Rhodes Educational Trust Tour of Canada, 1953) 

Anyone who has travelled w i l l readi ly verify Bacon's d ic tum : 
" Travel in the younger sort is a part o f educat ion. " The idea which led 
to the foundat ion o f this Trust by M r . W . H . Rhodes, was not to give 
fo r ty boys f r om London , B i rm ingham, Bradford and Glasgow, a hol iday, 
bu t rather to show them at close quarters the way o f l ife i n a great new 
country . 

Throughou t the stay in Canada the par ty was constant ly moving. 
Du r i ng the course of twelve days Quebec, Mon t rea l , To ron to , Ham i l t on , 
Niagara Falls, Ot tawa and the Lake Tanagani distr ict were visited. 
There were many receptions—civic and otherwise. A t every por t o f 
call a cord ia l welcome was extended and an at tempt made to explain and 
describe the grand scale developments wh ich have taken place in recent 
years, as wel l as those which are planned for the future. Frequently the 
need for young immigrants was pointed ou t : the popula t ion is insignif icant 
for a count ry o f such magnitude and potential i t ies. Du r i ng the next th i r ty 
years Canada w i l l cont inue the process—already begun—of mastering 
and realising her own immense wealth. 

One of the outstanding memories o f the visi tor is the tremendous 
programme o f development wh ich is under way. Everywhere there are 
new towns, factories, hospitals and schools springing up. Huge projects 
are being undertaken such as the Sir A d a m Beck Generat ing Plant N o . 2, 
which is harnessing some o f the power o f Niagara Falls and wh ich is 
costing a mere 343 mi l l i on dol lars. The system o f communicat ions is 
constantly improv ing w i t h the construct ion o f new highways and ra i l 
roads. The forg ing o f these l inks between wilderness and civ i l isat ion 
means that Canada w i l l short ly be in a posi t ion to exploi t her vast 
mineral and t imber resources more fu l ly . The wealth which should 
result f r om these commodit ies, combined w i th an enormous agr icul tural 
ou tput make Canada the land o f the future. 

Canada is a young count ry and consequently has many o f the traits 
o f an under-discipl ined adolescent. Among her people i t is no t the 
custom to express personal views pol i te ly and quiet ly but rather to state 
an op in ion in such a loud voice that no one dares to contradict . Though 
obviously very Americanised in every way, Canadians do not seem 
prepared to admi t this. Wish ing to retain their independence they are 
f ight ing against the influence o f their power fu l neighbours whose money 
is developing their country ; there is a strong fear o f being directed and 
dominated in the interests o f the Un i ted States. 

Whi le they are at wo r k Canadians do wo rk hard ; for instance, the 
factory employees do not seem to have so many tea breaks per day as in 
Br i ta in . The reason fo r this enthusiasm to get on w i th the j ob in hand 
is easily p in-pointed—the incentive is so much greater. Income tax is 
comparat ively low whi le wages are higher ; the result is that ownership 
o f a new house and mo to r car for the average man materialises in the 
space of a few years, whereas i t often takes a l i fet ime of endeavour in 
the " O l d Coun t r y . " There is astonishing enterprise and keenness 
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among the people for the development o f the prosperity o f their count ry , 
their towns and their own small communit ies. 

O f the ind iv idua l cities that the Party visited, Mon t rea l was the most 
attractive w i th its cosmopol i tan atmosphere and the mix ture o f o ld 
and new wor l d . The Ci ty o f To ron to , a far more recent g rowth , 
seems to ho ld better hopes of being the leading l ight in years to come 
w i th the possibi l i ty o f the construct ion of an ocean seaway o f the St. 
Lawrence River. This wou ld enable large ships and liners to sail r ight 
through to the great lakes and reach the centre o f the No r t h Amer ican 
continent. Thus To ron to might easily eclipse bo th Mon t rea l and New 
Yo r k . Quebec is very o ld -wor ld and appears to be more o f a museum 
than anyth ing else ; even its people seem to live in the past and to have 
slipped behind the rest o f the nat ion. 

I n the final analysis, Canada may have some minor faults but these 
are outweighed by her numerous major assets. D o not conclude that 
l ife i n this fine count ry has only mater ial attract ions. The country itself 
possesses beauty and grandeur, and such sights as Niagara Falls have to 
be seen and studied to be appreciated. Indeed the Nineteenth Century 
hoard ing advertisement " Go West young man , " st i l l retains al l o f its 
or ig inal significance when applied to Canada. O.S.W. 

S C O U T I N G I N T H E T Y R O L 

I t was in excited and expectant mood that eighteen " Seniors " met 
at V ic to r ia Stat ion, London , on Monday , August 17th, laden w i t h heavy 
rucksacks, ice axes and other paraphernal ia. As the French railways were 
" en s t r ike , " we were forced to take the longer route across Belgium and 
Germany to Aust r ia . Weary, after nearly forty-eight hours o f travel by 
land and sea, we arr ived at our camp site some four thousand, five hundred 
feet above sea level near Zwieselstein in the Otz valley, surrounded by all 
the mounta in beauty that the Aust r ian Ty ro l can offer. We al l felt a 
tremendous exhi larat ion on that scorching hot day at the a l lu r ing, snow-
covered peaks and glaciers which encircled us. 

On the fo l low ing day, having settled in our new surroundings, we 
began our c l imb ing programme in earnest. For the first few days several 
parties ascended the less strenuous peaks nearby, by way o f acclimatisa
t ion . Later, however, we enjoyed cl imbs o f up to eleven thousand feet, 
and scope was found for enthusiasts on rock , snow and ice. The camp 
was so organised that, o f the four patrols, three were free to carry out 
expeditions whi le one remained on duty in camp each day. 

Towards the end of camp several parties wandered further af ield, 
using the accommodat ion offered at the huts o f the Aust r ian A lp ine C lub , 
wh ich we all hearti ly recommend. On such expeditions some more 
advanced c l imbing was done and many gained their first knowledge o f 
glacier technique, whi le most o f our signatures embell ish the visi tor 's 
book at the summit o f the 12,380 ft. " Wi ldsp i tze , " the highest peak o f 
the Ty ro l . 
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Thus, c l imbing, for which the weather was mainly favourable, was 
the chief act iv i ty o f the camp and the only reluctance noticeable was at 
the need to rise at dawn in preparat ion for some major cl imbs. On 
occasion we d id remain at valley level and learned something o f Aust r ia , 
her people and her language. We were charmed at the l i t t le villages 
nestl ing below mounta in peaks, and by the magnificence o f Innsbruck, 
which we visited on bo th inward and ou tward journeys. Perhaps the 
only th ing about Aust r ia that shocked us was the t rad i t iona l sausage ; 
the taste o f wh ich lingers even now on the palate o f one traveller. 

We achieved a great deal, and were rewarded by the intense 
satisfaction o f a l l , who pronounce the camp an outstanding success. 
Sincere thanks are due to M r . Hur re l l , to Mr . Hu t t o n and the three 
Rovers who helped h im in runn ing a camp which w i l l long remain a 
happy memory. The camp marks the last o f M r . Hurre l i ' s ambit ious 
ventures w i t h the Senior T roop , wh ich he has so enthusiastically served 
for the past five years. We wish h im every success i n his new appoint
ment. J .E .N. 

T H E M I D D L E EAST 

The morn ing of October 26th was cold and du l l as we took off f r om 
R.A .F . Lyneham on the first step o f our M idd le East tour. Soon, however, 
the clouds dispersed and I was able to see most o f the French country
side as we flew over i t . I caught a glimpse o f the Eiffel Tower but Paris 
was too distant to be clearly visible. We flew over the Massi f Central to 
Istres, about twenty miles f r om Marseil les, where the aircraft was 
refuelled. We then flew over the blue Medi terranean to L ibya , landing 
at Castel Idr is i n the evening. Here we were to spend two nights, so on 
the next af ternoon a t r i p was arranged in to T r i po l i , where we walked 
round the local bazaar. Here i t was most interesting to see the native 
craftsmen at wo r k w i th their pr imi t ive tools. We also saw the Palace of 
K i n g Idr is o f L ibya , after whom the aerodrome has been named. 

The next day we flew over the desert to Fay id on the Suez Canal. 
I could st i l l see marks o f the desert war-trenches, pi l l -boxes, even a few 
tanks, left on the sand. F r om Fay id we went to Ismai l ia, the centre o f 
al l the Egypt ian t rouble. Here the camp is securely defended w i th 
barbed wire and day-and-night patrols, no one being al lowed to leave. 

Habbaniya, in I r aq , was our next por t o f cal l , and to reach i t we had 
to fly across the A rab ian Desert. This is just rock and sand and, when 
seen through a heat-haze, reminds one o f pictures of the Moon ' s surface. 
F r om Habbaniya we flew over Baghdad and the Abadan o i l refineries to 
Sharjah, on the Arab ian Coast o f the Persian Gul f . Wh i le here, we 
visited the l i t t le town o f Deba i , where we walked round the market. The 
condit ions o f l ife in the East were here brought home to me very forc ib ly , 
the stench being unbelievably potent. We spent one night at Sharjah 
and then flew to Mas i rah Is land, about nine hundred miles north-east o f 
Aden. Here the temperature was 105 degrees, w i t h the sea itself at 
75 degrees. Hav ing spent a night here, we flew down to Aden , which at 
first sight reminds one very strongly o f Gibra l tar , w i t h its rocks and 
wonder fu l harbour. 
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The highl ight o f the t r i p , however, was Na i r ob i , wh ich we reached 
in six hours f r om Aden , w i t h a refuel l ing stop at Hargeisa in Br i t ish 
Somal i land. A t Na i r ob i we were taken round the Kenya Nat iona l Park, 
where we had the luck to see two l ions mak ing their evening k i l l . T o 
end a perfect day, the M a u M a u terrorists decided to attack our camp, 
but they were beaten off, no casualties being suffered on our side. F r om 
Na i rob i we flew to Kha r t o um , wh ich stands at the confluence o f the two 
Niles. We were taken over to Omdurman and shewn the relics o f the 
battle which took place in there 1898. 

The next and last place o f interest wh ich we visited on this t r ip was 
Ma l ta , wh ich we reached in two days f r om Kha r t o um , w i t h another 
night-stop at Ismai l ia. I n the af ternoon I managed to look round 
Val let ta, the capital o f Ma l t a . 

F ly ing f r om Ma l t a we arr ived back at Lyneham at 4.0 p.m. on 
November 11th. I t was a wonder fu l t r i p , one which I shall never forget. 
M y warmest thanks go to the Chief Master for a l lowing me to go, to M r . 
T raynor fo r al l the preparatory wo r k and, o f course, to A i r Marsha l 
Guest, w i thou t whose k ind ly interest in the school's welfare, such a 
t r ip wou ld have been impossible. B.H.S. 

AUSTR IA 

Du r i ng the summer hol idays, a par ty o f seven under M r . Benett's 
leadership went on a high-al t i tude c l imb ing and wa lk ing tour o f the 
Oetztal A lps . The journey via Belgium and the Rhine valley was pleasant 
but t i r ing on account o f the " luxuries " o f th i rd class travel on the 
cont inent. 

The first night we spent in the You t h Hostel at Landech recuperat
ing after the journey. Next morn ing we began in earnest—we took a 
bus up the valley and cl imbed to our first mounta in hut . These huts, 
situated at a height o f between 8,000-ft.—10,000-ft. were to be our 
havens for the rest o f the t r ip . They are well-equipped and provide 
excellent food considering all provisions have to be brought up f r om the 
valley, some 5,000-ft. below, either by pack horse, wire rope ra i lway or 
even human porter. 

The remainder o f our stay was spent c l imb ing and progressing f rom 
hut to hut usually after a visit to the local Gasthaus on the pretence o f 
buy ing provisions and postcards. The cl imax o f the t r i p for the major i ty 
o f the party was the ascent o f the Wi ldspi tze (12,382-ft.) which entailed a 
seven-hour day across glaciers and a start at 6-0 a.m. The party was 
sustained by d r ink ing vast quanti t i tes o f red wine, cold tea and sugar. 

Wha t impressions d id we gain f rom the t r ip ? Undoubted ly the 
most lasting impression o f Aust r ia is the magnificence of the scenery— 
the snow-capped peaks tower ing in to a cloudless blue sky and the 
contrast between the extreme heat and the glaciers w i t h their many 
crevasses. One remembers the cordia l i ty o f the industr ious Austr ians 
w i th their " Gruss G o t t " for f r iend and stranger, the French Occupat ion 
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t roops who seemed to swarm everywhere and the inquisi t ive mounta in 
goats. Unfor tunate ly , the memories o f this t r ip are too numerous to 
include them all here. 

On behalf o f the party, I wou ld l ike to thank M r . Ber.ett for 
arranging the tour , and it suffices to say that his plans worked out 
smoothly and efficiently. His phonetic German, his inexhaustible 
supply o f v i tamin pil ls and seemingly limitless appetite for Frankfurters 
prov ided amusement bo th to the natives and to the members o f the 
party. J.E.T. 

T H E B R I T I S H S C H O O L S E X P L O R I N G S O C I E T Y E X P E D I T I O N 
T O B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A , 1953 

I n 1932 Surgeon-Commander Mur ray -Lev ick , a member o f Scott's 
last Expedi t ion to the South Pole in 1912 and Founder o f the B.S.E.S., 
led the first expedit ion o f the Br i t ish Schools Explor ing Society to the 
wilds o f F innish Lap land . This summer, exactly twenty-one years later, 
the society undertook its f i f teenth expedi t ion wh ich , consisting of the 
Chief Leader, eight Assistant Leaders, three Medica l Officers and sixty-
nine boys, travelled further than on any previous occasion. K ing 
Edward's was represented by the four o f us. 

On July 28th the Empress of Scotland left L iverpool w i th seventy-five 
o f us on board , ten leaders and sixty-five members o f schools f r om all 
over the count ry : seven more had gone on ahead, inc luding B. C. Gane, 
who was lucky enough to travel on the Queen Mary and to see New Yo r k . 
I t was said that we on the Empress gave the Chief Steward serious worries 
by consuming enough food for 150 normal souls, in ant ic ipat ion o f our 
pr ivat ions in Br i t ish Co lumbia . Our diet was to consist o f th i r ty ;wo ozs. 
per day, no less, and unless we happened to be fishermen, no more, o f 
sugar, salt, sultanas, porr idge, tea, cocoa, chocolate, margarine, processed 
cheese, " hard t a c k " biscuits, dehydrated vegetables, and, most 
impor tant , pemmican. The rule, " no exchange of ra t ions , " was dr i l led 
in to us f r om the first, for this was a diet designed to keep us not only 
alive, but fit. 

Our crossing was calm and pleasant ; those among us, and there 
were several, who had intent ions o f emigrat ing to Canada, were given a 
fine first impression o f this " country o f the future " by the river St. 
Lawrence, surely as majestic a gateway as any land can boast. We parted 
w i th our suitcases, conta in ing superfluous trappings o f c iv i l isat ion, at 
Quebec, whence the ship cont inued to Mont rea l , whose cosmopol i tan 
splendour and coca-cola advertisements we admired in very English ra in . 

Travel across Canada we heard described as a " toughening up " 
process for us. We covered the 3,000 miles in two " Colonist Cars , " a 
type of rai lway carriage in which we l ived and slept and cooked (on a 
charcoal stove). Here, however, rat ions could be augmented by our few 
dol lars, and by the generosity o f Rotary Clubs. The Rotary C lub at 
Winn ipeg greeted us w i th cars to show us round their th r iv ing modern 
city. I t was the most impressive o f the cities that we passed. 

5 4 



Our journey took us through the lakes and forests o f Ontar io , over 
the flat and monotonous prairies o f Man i toba and Saskatchewan, 
relieved only by grain elevators and clumps of trees used as wind-breaks, 
up through Alber ta to Jasper and the Rockies, where the snow-covered 
peak of Moun t Robson towered above us as we crossed the Yel lowhead 
Pass. 

We left the ra i l road at Vanderhoof, Bri t ish Co lumb ia , and were 
taken by a bus to For t St. James, thence by launch to our Base Camp on 
the shores o f Lake Stuart. Af ter the r igours o f a march th rough the 
virg in forest, Base Camp was to have the funct ion o f a place in which to 
recuperate. We soon learnt to agree w i t h a Canadian who to ld us that 
England knows noth ing that does any justice to the word " forest ." In 
Bri t ish Co lumb ia there is l i t t le but wood , noble trees reaching 100 f t . 
h igh in to the air, and ro t t ing trees piled up in chaos upon the ground. 

For cook ing purposes we were divided in to " Fi res," each under a 
leader. Many o f us specialised in various branches of natural h istory, 
meteorology, etc., each being under expert supervision. The wireless 
group kept us in touch w i th For t St. James. Apar t f r om such research 
the main rout ine o f the expedit ion was a series o f marches, where every
th ing necessary fo r existence was carr ied on backs. They progressed 
f rom two-day, f ive-day, eight-day to the final test, which i n a way was 
the object o f the expedi t ion, the Long March . Fifteen were careful ly 
picked for their qualit ies o f endurance and in i t iat ive, and subjected to a 
fourteen-day trek o f which the ma in object was, in the Chief Leader's 
words, " to make everyone, at his return to Base Camp, unable to 
walk another 100 yards . " 

Fires 4 and 5 were a body apart, known in pol i te circles as the 
Survey party. The efforts o f everyone in these Fires dur ing the whole 
four weeks, were to be directed towards the product ion o f a map, some 
th i r ty square miles in area, which wou ld supplement the rather inaccurate 
small-scale maps already existing. We were known as " t r ig " ( t r igono
metrical) and " topo " ( topographical) . The t r i g party first had to 
" beacon " trees in prominent places and fix their positions by means o f 
a theodol i te. Subsequently the wilderness was braved by the topo party, 
work ing in groups o f four for about eight days at a stretch. We cou ld 
generally camp on the lake shore, journey ing in to the " inter ior " by day, 
and receiving occasional visits for checking purposes by our leader. 
Two main diff iculties beset us as surveyors ; the denseness of the terra in, 
rendering t r ig , points hard to see except in part icular places, and the 
shortage o f t ime, narrowed down to one mon th by the length o f the 
journey f r om England. T ime was found for our technical t ra in ing, as 
most o f us were novices, on the Empress of Scotland, and in the first week 
at Base Camp. 

We saw something o f the Indians and their way o f l ife where it is 
sti l l largely their own . We tasted moose meat, a great delicacy, and found 
moccassins a welcome souvenir o f an area w i th resources sti l l largely 
untapped and few inhabitants. 

Moose and bears were seen by the lucky ones, but , a l though their 
tracks were frequent, and there were reports o f " bears heard c r y i ng , " 
these animals generally kept themselves out o f the way o f their in t rud ing 
rivals. 
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Canadian generosity gave us yet more to th ink about on our return, 
a wonder fu l supper at For t St. James, an exhib i t ion o f square dancing 
at Vanderhoof , and tours o f Winn ipeg (a second t ime) and Quebec by 
the Rotary Clubs o f those cities. A t Quebec we renewed acquaintance 
w i t h our suitcases and embarked on the Franconia for home, happy to 
have been members o f yet another expedit ion made possible by Surgeon-
Commander Mur ray-Lev ick . 

R.C.B., P.R.F., B.C.G., J .A.A.S. 

O N W R I T I N G VERSE W H I C H T H E E D I T O R W I L L ACCEPT 

Be learned, meaning cloaked in dark disguise, 
Incomprehensible, and therefore wise : 
I f none can read you , none can crit icise. 
A n d show your readers that you ' re Upper Sixth ; 
Use strange, unusual versifying tr icks ; t h -
-is k ind o f rhyme for instance—very neat, 
A n d likewise so is adding on a couple o f extra feet 
Once i n a while. Y ou r really learned man 
Adds beauty by a line that won ' t scan. 
Apar t f r om jazz, only one subject pays : 
Broadcasting fo r th your ego's inner haze : 
e.g. : " I f you could t ransport yourself now 

In to the Being of our soul 
Y ou wou ld find the consternat ion 
Of a rootless existence, choked w i th f lour ishing 

impressions 
O f demented irrelevance." 

Qui te. Now you know. 
Ar ise, poetic t i ros, 

Invoke a Muse of Fire, get out your Biros. 

N .B .—Quota t ion f r om C H R O N I C L E , July, 1950. M . W . H . 

Black and wh i te i l lustrat ions are by J . W . McCracken. 
The photographs of the Car t land Room, the Chapel Benches and 

the Jun io r Craf t Prize were taken by E. D. Hateley. 
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The wheel o f t ime turns ceaselessly on , and yet another School Year 
nears its close, evoking some sort o f reflection w i th vary ing emotions. 
The end of the Summer Term may be a t ime of look ing back, even a t ime 
o f look ing fo rward ( though perhaps not very far) , and for those who 
seem to " press on " all too regardless, it may merely be the next event 
in that rather cur ious sequence of events known sometimes as l i fe. 
For those who are to leave the comparat ively sheltered calm of their 
schooldays to face the battle w i th the modern wo r l d , it surely presents an 
oppor tun i ty for reminiscence : for those, whose schooldays are not yet 
over, i t is perhaps the long-awaited signal for that br ief escape f rom the 
all too present wor ld o f reality in to that dream wor ld o f adventure—the 
summer holidays. But however each one thinks of i t , the end of the 
School Year is, in some sense, a po in t in t ime where past meets future. 

What can we, who must depart, say of the past and hope for the 
future ? Look ing back over the past year, we record that the School has 
fo l lowed up the sport ing dist inct ions of the previous year wi th new 
academic honours and w i t h wor thy achievements in the realms of drama 
and music. But beneath our more outstanding successes, we have 
realised too that vo luntary activities o f al l k inds have, this year, saturated 
the fixture card, and that these have, on the whole, been enthusiastically 
supported, a l though we st i l l feel that the variety o f facil it ies provided is 
sti l l too l i t t le appreciated by many o f our number. 

Notable o f recent years has been the almost cont inuous development 
o f the School bui ld ings, most o f wh ich has been made possible by the 
generosity o f others. The presentation of the Memor ia l Cloister marks, 
at long last, the complet ion of the War Memor ia l : and there are amongst 
new gifts two bequests for sti l l fur ther glor i f icat ion o f the bui ld ings. 
We sincerely hope that the new interest shown in the School by our 
predecessors and their relatives w i l l be maintained by those who are now 
to become O.E.s. 

As the year closes, however, we realise that most w i l l be th ink ing o f 
the immediate future, and we deign to take this oppor tun i ty o f wishing 
our readers an adventurous and refreshing hol iday. Hol idays, we feel, 
are an essential part o f educat ion. 
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S C H O O L D I A R Y 

The Lent Term began on Thursday, January 14th. 
On the evenings of January 28th. 29th and 30th, the Dramat ic 

Society, under the direct ion o f M r . T ro t t , gave an outstanding performance 
o f T . S. El io t 's drama " Murder in the Cathedra l , " w i th J. G . Evans in 
the leading role as Thomas Becket, Archb ishop o f Canterbury. 

Representati ves of the R ing Edward V l Schools in B i rmingham 
assembled in the Parish Church o f St. Mar t in ' s , on the morn ing of 
February 2nd, for the annual Foundat ion Service. The sermon was 
preached by the Lo rd Bishop o f B i rm ingham, the Rt . Rev. J. L. Wi l son . 

Ha l f - te rm was taken f r om the 19th to the 23rd February, on which 
date there was a record entry fo r the arduous Cross Count ry Race. 
The senior event was won by B. W. K ing ton (Vardy). 

The Science Depar tment held a Conversazione on March 12th and 
13th. Parents o f the 150 exhibi tors visited the display on the Fr iday 
af ternoon : on the Saturday morn ing the school enthusiastically inspected 
the exhibits, and i n the evening, parents and friends were welcomed. 

On the evening of the 15th March , the School welcomed Sir George 
Dyson, K .C.V.O. , to judge the Instrumental Music Compet i t ions. 

School Conf i rmat ion took place this year on March 17th at 
Edgbaston O ld Church , when the Lo rd Bishop of B i rmingham conf i rmed 
seventeen members o f the School. 

Field Day was held on Fr iday, Ma rch 19th. 
The Ath let ic Sports took place in fine but chi l ly weather on the 

afternoon of Saturday, 27th March . The Sports were won by Cary 
Gi lson ; and the Open Champion was D. H . Jackson of Cary Gi lson. 

A Service of Passion Music and Readings was held on the last Sunday 
o f Term at Edgbaston Old Church. 

The Easter holidays began on the 30th March and ended on the 
29th Ap r i l . 

The Foundat ion Conference took place this year on the last Monday 
and Tuesday o f the Easter Hol idays, 20th and 27th Ap r i l , when lectures 
were given by experts on " The Amer ican Scene." 

This year's Junior School Play was Sir James Barrie's " The Admi rab le 
C r i ch t on , " wh ich , produced by M r . Hu t t o n , was performed wi th the 
customary verve and enthusiasm on the evenings of Mav 20th, 21st and 
22nd. 

On the evening of 27th May , the Chora l Society, conducted by 
D r . Wi l l i s Gran t , gave a rousing performance o f Haydn 's great choral 
work " The Seasons." 

Field Day took place on May 28th, and Ha l f -Term was taken, as is 
customary, at Whi tsunt ide. 

A t a ceremony held on the evening o f June 23rd, M r . T . W. Hu t t o n . 
O.E., f r om the beginning one o f the most active members o f the O.E. 
War Memor ia l Appeal , handed over, on behalf o f the O ld Edwardians, 
the Memor ia l Cloister to the School. This presentation marked the 
complet ion o f the War Memor ia l , compr is ing the Chapel , the Swimming 
Pool and the Cloister, a monument o f bold beauty and a wor thy t r ibute 
to those O ld Edwardians who gave their lives in the two Wo r l d Wars. 
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The annual half-mile swim took place in the icy waters o f Edgbaston 
Reservoir on June 25th. 

Major -Genera l K. G. Exham, D.S.O., Chief o f Staff Western 
Command reviewed the Parade and took the salute at the March Past 
at the C.C.F. Inspection on July 9th. 

The Swimming Sports are to be held at Woodcock Street Baths on 
the eve o f Speech Day, which is to be celebrated on Saturday, July 17th, 
when the Bai l i f f o f the Foundat ion , Sir Wi l f red Mar t ineau, w i l l present 
the prizes. On the fo l low ing Sunday, the final School Service of the Year 
is to be held at Edgbaston O ld Church , when the Preacher w i l l be the 
Rev. K. M . Carey, Principal o f Westcott House. Cambridge. 

The School Year ends on July 22nd. 

G O V E R N O R S ' N E W S 

We welcome Sir W i l f r ed Mar t ineau , M.C. as Bai l i f f this year. 
His Deputy is Professor H . F. Humphreys, O.B.E., M.C. , who , after his 
per iod as Vice-Chancel lor o f B i rm ingham Universi ty has rejoined the 
Govern ing Body as the Warwickshi re representative. 

Counc i l lo r H . W . Wilkes has resigned f rom the Govern ing Body, 
and his place has been taken by A lderman Mrs . E. V. Smi th , Cha i rman 
o f the B i rmingham Educat ion Commit tee. 

O B I T U A R Y 

The Right Rev. C. K. K. Prosser. O.E., Bishop of Burnley, died at 
home in Burnley on June 27th, after several weeks' illness. He was 
fifty-seven. 

Bishop Prosser was at K i n g Edward 's f r om 1911 to 1916, and after 
that at Queens' College, Cambridge. He was a curate in B i rm ingham for 
two years, 1923 to 1925, and later spent five years in Br i t ish Co lumb ia 
before return ing to England. He was consecrated Bishop o f Burnley 
in 1950, and in 1953 he preached at the School Service. 

C O M M O N R O O M 

We congratulate : 
M r . and Mrs . Gosl ing, on the b i r th o f a daughter. 
M r . and Mrs . Kent , on the b i r th o f a son. 
M r . and Mrs . Robertson, on the b i r th o f a son. 
M r . and Mrs . McGawley , on the b i r th o f a son. 
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S C H O L A R S H I P S 
The fo l low ing elections have been made: 

At Cambridge: 
G. H . Brindley to an Organ Scholarship at Selwyn College. 
G . D. Clark to an Exh ib i t ion in Modern Languages at St. John's 

College. 
B. J. Coleman to a Fielder Exh ib i t ion in Greek at K ing 's College. 
D . N . Ga l lon to a M i no r Scholarship in English at Queens' College. 
J. B. Haseler to a Ma jo r Scholarship in Natura l Sciences at Gonvi l le 

and Caius College. 
B. W . K ing ton to a Mun r o Scholarship in Na tu ra l Sciences at 

Queens' College. 
A . D . K i r k b y to an Exh ib i t ion in Mode rn Languages at Down ing 

College. 
D. F. Lomax to an Exh ib i t ion in Mathemat ics at K ing 's College. 
A . C. Pil l inger to a Ratcl i f fe Exh ib i t ion in Geography at Selwyn 

College. 
P. J. Riley to a M i no r Scholarship in English at St. John's College. 
J. D . Roberts to a M i n o r Scholarship in Mathemat ics and Physics at 

T r i n i t y College. 
O. C. W . Thomson to a M i no r Scholarship in Classics at Tr in i t y 

College. 
D. J. Young to an Exh ib i t ion in Natu ra l Sciences at Peterhouse. 

At Oxford: 
D. J. Buttress to an Open Scholarship in H is to ry at Jesus College. 
P. R. Foxal l to an Open Scholarship in Natu ra l Sciences at Univers i ty 

College. 
C. B. Har r is to a Hu lme Exh ib i t ion in Natu ra l Sciences at Brasenose 

College. 
J. A . A . Stockwin to a Waugh Scholarship in Classics at Exeter 

College. 
P. J. Stoward to an Open Scholarship in Natura l Sciences at Oriel 

College. 
J. M . Vernon to a Demyship in Na tu ra l Sciences at Magdalen 

College. 

C O L O U R S 
We congratu late: 
N . W . C. G A R D N E R , D. E. P L E W S , and K. R. R U S H T O N on the award 

of their School Rugby Footba l l Colours. 
R. G . M E N D E L S S O H N and E. L. B . S A X O N on being re-awarded their 

School X X X Colours. 
G . H . B R I N D L E Y , D . J . B U T T R E S S , W . D. G R I F F I T H S , S. D. L. H O L L A N D , 

D. H . J A C K S O N , J . D . M A T H E W S , P . C. A . M O U N T F O R D , J . A . P I C K E R I N G , 
R. D. P I C K E R I N G , B . H . S H A R P E , J . R. S M E T H U R S T , R. H . T I P T O N , R. J N . 

T R U N D L E , M . W I L K I N S , R. G . W I L L I S O N , and J . H . W I L S O N on the award 
of their School X X X Colours. 
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E. L . B. S A X O N , G . P. S I M P S O N , and A . C. S M I T H on being re-awarded 
their School Cr icket Colours. 

J . M U L F O R D on the award o f his School Cr icket Colours . 
M . W I L K I N S on being re-awarded his School Cr icket Blazer. 
G . H . B R I N D L E Y , D . F. L O M A X , and A . M A N D E R S on being re-awarded 

their School X X I I Colours. 
G . D . A N D R E W S , A . N . B. D A V I E S , J . M A N T T A N , and P. F. W I L L I A M S 

on the award of their School X X I I Colours. 
J . L . W I L K I N S on being re-awarded his School E ton Fives Colours. 
I . O . A . D . B R O D I E and K . W . L L O Y D on the award o f their School 

Eton Fives Colours. 
A . W . H A R R I S on being re-awarded his School Tennis Colours. 
K . W . L L O Y D and C. G . T A Y A R on being re-awarded their School 

Chess Colours. 
R . H . G O O D A L L on the award o f his School Chess Colours. 
D . E. P L E W S and D . G . T O D D on the award o f their School Shoot ing 

Colours. 

PREFECTS 
D . J . B U T T R E S S (Jeune) h a s been a p p o i n t e d a Prefect. 

T h e following gentlemen left at the end of the L e n t T e r m : 
G . D . C L A R K ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 : H o u s e C a p t a i n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; E x h i b i t i o n e r 

of St . J o h n ' s Col lege, C a m b r i d g e . (Levett.) 
J . A . P. F U E R Y ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; C a p t a i n of Athlet ics , 1 9 5 4 ; Secretary 

of S w i m m i n g , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Athletics C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; S w i m m i n g C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 ; 
X X X C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 2 - 5 3 ; Petty Officer in R . N . S e c t i o n ; R o y a l N a v a l Col lege , D a r t 
mouth . (Evans.) 

T h e fol lowing gentlemen are leaving at the end of the S u m m e r T e r m : 
J . L . W I L K I N S ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : V i c e - C a p t a i n of the S c h o o l , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; 

President of the C a r t l a n d C l u b , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; C a p t a i n of R u g b y F o o t b a l l , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; 
C a p t a i n of C r i c k e t , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Rugger C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 1 - 5 2 , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; C r i c k e t C o l o u r s , 
1 9 5 1 - 5 4 ; E t o n F i v e s C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; H o u s e C a p t a i n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Under-Off icer in 
C . C . F . ; Bache M e m o r i a l C u p , 1 9 5 4 ; St . J o h n ' s Col lege, C a m b r i d g e . (Heath.) 

D . F . L O M A X ( 1 9 4 6 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; School R e c o r d e r , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Secretary 
of F o o t b a l l , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Rugger C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 1 - 5 4 ; X X I I C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; H o u s e C a p t a i n , 
1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Q u e e n ' s S c o u t ; E x h i b i t i o n e r of K i n g ' s Col lege, C a m b r i d g e . (Jeune.) 

D . J . B U T T R E S S ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 4 ; X X X C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Sergeant in 
C . C . F . ; S c h o l a r of Jesus Col lege, O x f o r d . (Jeune.) 

P. R . F O X A L L ( 1 9 4 6 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Rugger C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; S w i m m i n g 
C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; H o u s e C a p t a i n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; S c h o l a r of Univers i ty College, O x f o r d . 

(Cary Gilson.) 
N . W . C . G A R D N E R ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; S u b - T r e a s u r e r of the School 

C l u b , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Rugger C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; C . S . M . ( " A " C o y . ) , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 : B i r m i n g h a m 
Univers i ty . (Prince Lee.) 

K . S . H U D S O N ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; V i c e - C a p t a i n of R u g b y F o o t b a l l , 
1 9 5 2 - 5 4 ; Rugger C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 1 - 5 4 ; H o u s e C a p t a i n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; B i r m i n g h a m 
Universi ty . (Evans.) 

A . D . K I R K B Y ( 1 9 4 6 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; E d i t o r of the C H R O N I C L E , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; 
School L i b r a r i a n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Secretary of the M o d e r n L a n g u a g e Society, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; 
A . S . M . in S c o u t s ; Exhibi t ioner of D o w n i n g Col lege , C a m b r i d g e . (Gifford.) 

R . G . M E N D E L S S O H N ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; X X X C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 2 - 5 4 ; 
H o u s e C a p t a i n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 . (Gifford.) 

G . P. S I M P S O N ( 1 9 4 8 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; V i c e - C a p t a i n of C r i c k e t , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; 
Rugger C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; C r i c k e t C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 2 - 5 4 ; Athletics C o l o u r s , 1 9 5 4 ; H o u s e 
C a p t a i n , 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; F l y i n g Scholarship , 1 9 5 4 . (Vardy.) 

J . M . V E R N O N ( 1 9 4 7 - 5 4 ) : Prefect, 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Secretary of the Scientific Society, 
1 9 5 3 - 5 4 ; Sergeant in C . C . F . : D e m y of Magdalen Col lege, O x f o r d . (Cary Gilson.) 
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S C H O O L N E W S 
W i t h nineteen awards at Ox fo rd and Cambr idge to its credit , the 

School was placed th i rd equal o f a l l the schools in the count ry , and 
easily broke the previous record for the School. 

We congratulate J. A . P. Fuery and P. G . Coombes on gaining 
Special Ent ry Cadetships to the Royal Navy in the Engineering and 
Executive Branches, and P. H . Midgeley and V. G . H i l l , who have been 
accepted for Cadetships (Executive Branch) at the Royal Nava l College, 
Da r tmou th . 

We also congratulate C. R. B. T icke l l on being awarded a Cadetship 
at the Roya l A i r Force College, Cranwel l . 

We record w i t h regret the death i n a f ly ing accident o f Fl ight-Cadet 
A . V . Bennett, O.E. , o f the Roya l A i r Force College, Cranwel l . 

We congratulate J. L. W i l k i ns on his election to the Bache Memor ia l 
Cup . 

The Prefects' Christmas Ball was the usual social success. Ow ing to 
cont inued financial losses, th rough lack o f support on the Summer Dance 
over the past few years, this event w i l l not take place this year. 

Evening Prayers, Evensong, and Corporate Commun ion have been 
held regularly th roughout the year. 

Great interest and cur iosi ty was aroused in the Lent Te rm , when the 
B. B.C. Television Service invaded the School and proceeded to t ransform 
B ig School in to a television studio. A number o f Sixth Formers took 
the oppor tun i ty o f watching an operatic programme televised f r om the 
School. 

Honourab le gentlemen, who once dar ingly took lunch w i thou t 
foreknowledge of the food to be served, need suffer no longer. 

Among our benefactors this te rm, was, rather cur iously, an enter
pr is ing " pop " firm. Needless to say, we have taken to " coke " to a 
man . 

We have also encountered a large number o f rather lovely l i t t le jobs. 
As speakers in the " The Wo r l d in wh ich we l ive " series o f lectures 

on Saturday morn ings, the Sixth Fo rm has welcomed a local magistrate, 
a publ isher, a geographer, a rather nice young man f rom Fleet Street, 
a space-travel enthusiast, and the local M.P. 

GTFTS T O T H E S C H O O L , 1953-54 
Among a number o f most welcome gifts to the School dur ing the 

year, we should l ike to record our special thanks for those o f two donors 
in part icular , whose gifts w i l l b r ing about valuable changes in the 
bui ld ings. F i rs t ly , in memory o f A . C. W . A ld is , O.E. 1900, M r . John 
A ld is and his mother have given a bequest to equip a new opt ical 
laboratory . Secondly, the relatives o f Ha ro l d Smi th , O.E. 1902, have 
given a bequest to equip, in his memory , an addi t iona l music r oom. 

Since the opening o f the Car t land Room , a number o f visi tors, 
impressed w i th its beauty and magnificence, have wished to make fur ther 
gifts to i t . I n part icular , we wou ld thank M rs . Car t land and her daughter 
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fo r the gif t o f the antique clock, and M r . John Car t land for a generous 
gift o f books to the Car t land L ib ra ry . 

T o commemorate the year in wh ich K i n g Edward's School won the 
Public Schools' Fives Compet i t i on , the w inn ing pair, A . J. G . Campbel l 
and N . C. B rown , have given a Challenge Cup for House j un i o r fives. 
A . W . Har r is , the ret i r ing Captain o f Squash, has given as a leaving 
present, a School Squash T rophy . 

T o these and to others who have given us gifts, ancient and modern , 
we set on record our most grateful thanks. 

FOR O T H E R P E O P L E ' S NEEDS 

(May 1953 — A p r i l , 1954). 
£ 

Save the Chi ld ren Fund ... ... ... ... ... 26 
B i rm ingham Counc i l fo r O ld People ... ... ... 26 
St. Dunstan's 60 
Westminster Abbey Appea l ... ... ... ... ... 60 
B i rm ingham Settlement ... ... ... ... ... 14 
Sunshine Home for B l i nd Babies ... ... ... ... 28 
Royal Na t iona l L i feboat Inst i tute ... ... 28 

T H E C A R T L A N D C L U B 
The Car t land Room was off icial ly opened on the 22nd September, 

1953 and its first meeting took place in the Car t land room on the 28th. 
So the c lub is approaching the comple t ion of its first school year—a very 
successful one. 

L ike al l infants in their f irst twelve months, the c lub has been 
lavished w i th gifts. The Room itself was the first one and those that 
fo l lowed have been fine echoes o f this one magnif icent stroke. The latest 
has been a sum o f money f r om M r . John Car t land to buy books for a 
Car t land Room L ib rary . These have arr ived and the col lect ion contains 
some very attractive volumes f r om bo th a l i terary and a typographical 
po int o f view. I should l ike to thank, on behalf o f the members, al l those 
who have given g i f t s—from stationery to kett les—to the c lub, par t icu lar ly 
o f course the Car t land fami ly . 

The room is marvel lous ; it is luxur ious ly decorated i n scarlet 
leather and l ight oak, extremely comfor table and in a suitably imposing 
pos i t ion. I t is a very appropr iate setting for the c lub itself, which 
consists o f fifty to sixty members, d rawn main ly f r om the Upper Sixth 
f o rm , l t is surely r ight that selection should be made—the r oom , o f 
proper c lub dimensions, cannot ho ld the whole Sixth f o rm , much less 
any more of the school. This is not , however, intel lectual snobbery, for , 
after a l l , admission to the school itself is regulated by intel lectual wo r t h , 
not by weal th , sport ing qualit ies or the abi l i ty to wr i te controversial 
letters to newspapers. 
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The C lub , in fact, provides the body of elites on whose eminence a 
wel l-balanced society depends, l t is a sol id core o f wo r t h , t o which 
the rest o f the school wi l l look for its standards, ambi t ions and manners. 
Fo r the C lub contains all the prefects, al l the house prefects, and 
secretaries o f the leading societies, and f r om its or ig inal members came 
seventeen of the nineteen university awards won by the school. These 
boys are now united, undivided by lengths o f cor r idor , laboratory smells, 
academic rivalries or f o rm- room walls, a source of example wh ich wi l l 
d raw the whole school, down to the humblest Shell boy, together in to an 
ideal, stable social pyramid . D .N .G . 

T H E W A R M E M O R I A L C H A P E L 
Du r i ng Lent a celebration o f the Ho l y Commun ion was held every 

Tuesday morn ing . For these services the Chapel was sometimes almost, 
sometimes qui te, fu l l . We wish it were nearer to being fu l l at the short 
Fr iday evening services which go on regularly th rough the year. This 
term two series o f addresses have been given at these services : one on 
the Ho ly Commun ion , and the other on the Fru i t o f the Spir i t . 

Since the last number o f the C H R O N I C L F . went to press we have 
received the fo l low ing gifts, for which we are very grateful : f rom 
B . F. Leek (1953), a wafer -box; f rom J. M . H. Buckler"(1953), a green 
burse and ve i l ; f r om P. W. Bur ton (1953), a blue burse and ve i l ; f r om 
Mrs . K. M . Drew, a donat ion towards a carpet. 

We hope that before the end of this te rm we shall take in to use 
kneeling rails and stalls for minister and precentor, all o f which have been 
designed and made chiefly by J. B. Haseler, w i th M r . H um ' s ever 
resourceful advice and supervision. Parents, O ld Edwardians, leavers 
and other fr iends o f the School who are disposed to make us a gift are 
urged not to hesitate : after buy ing t imber for benches we have now 
exhausted our Chapel Fund, a l though we sti l l need—apart f r om a number 
o f smaller articles—a permanent altar, four more benches, and two more 
kneeling rails. F.J.W. 

LETTERS T O T H E E D I T O R 
O L D E D W A R D I A N LETTER 

To the Editor of the C H R O N I C L E . 
S IR .— O n e ' s first and most pleasant task, this te rm, is to congratulate 

the School on its impressive record of Scholarships and Exhib i t ions won 
at Ox fo rd and Cambr idge. No t the oldest inhabi tant o f the C lub rooms, 
not even the dustiest o f Dons at the oldest o f Universties, can recall a 
comparable year. We note w i th admira t ion that only two schools stand 
above K.E.S.—Manchester, twice our size; and Br isto l . Maybe you 
w i l l improve on this next year ! N ow we look for consequential results a 
l i t t le later in a higher sphere—a few more Firsts, a Fel lowship or two to 
add to that o f N . S. Suther land. 

Our own Honours , though not to be compared w i th yours, are 
perhaps wo r th not ing—a G.C.V .O. for Sir W i l l i am Sl im, to add to the 
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many letters t ra i l ing after his name; the K.B.E. for Sir Rober t B i rd , long 
ago a Kn igh t , and for A i r -Marsha l C. E. N . Guest ; a Kn i gh thood for 
Dona l d Hurs t . Per contra we mou rn the passing of not a few dist inguished 
O.E.s, most o f them at a r ipe age. I t is fo r the younger generations to f i l l 
up the gaps. H o w many years is i t since an O.E. was made a Bishop or 
became Head of an Ox fo rd or Cambr idge college ? 

The Associat ion's affairs prosper, though our one athletic success 
was the excellent show put up by the Go l f ing Society in the Ha l f o rd 
Hewi t t . A stricter watch by the Hon . Registrar and Hon . Treasurer on 
bo th subscriptions and addresses has done a power o f good. A very 
small m ino r i t y have taken amiss, not very badly amiss, reminders that 
subscriptions are due at the beginning o f the year; a very large ma jo r i t y 
have made a po in t o f paying early. As a consequence we have money 
in the bank instead of expectations and an overdra f t ; and have even 
been able to start the long overdue refurbishing of the C lub rooms. 
These domestic matters we venture to ment ion because short ly , we hope, 
they w i l l interest you direct ly. 

Mere modesty has left to the close o f this letter what we regard as 
the Associat ion's greatest achievement so far. On June 23rd we were 
able to hand over to the School Capta in , complete at long last, the 
Memor i a l Sw imming Bath , Cloister and Surround we set i n hand close 
on ten years ago. T o finish the j o b proper ly has not been easy; we 
honestly believe it wou ld have been impossible had not our O ld Boys been 
organized in to a solid and active corpora t ion for over seventy years. 
T rue , many generous donors were not active Associat ion members, some 
not even members at a l l . But it was the existence o f the Associat ion as a 
body that really made the great enterprise possible. 

The weather smiled on the great occasion. Speeches were br ief and 
to the poin t . ( In passing, may we congratulate the School Captain on 
his.) The Swimming Match against a strong O.E. side, collected by 
G . R. Green, ended handsomely in a tie (27 all) after the School just lost 
the Relay. F ina l ly , the Governors ' hospi tal i ty afterwards was the crown 
o f a happy evening. 

Th rough it al l one was impressed most by the gathering together o f 
so many O.E.s o f every age f r om the eighties down to the eighteens. 
I t was, one hopes, an inspi rat ion t o the School. I t was, most certainly, 
a jus t i f ica t ion, i f any were needed, o f the Associat ion that seeks to canalise 
all this goodwi l l , to br ing and keep O ld Boys together, however widely 
their jobs in l i fe may separate them. 

But enough—this letter is already too long. The best o f wishes f r om 
all o f us to al l o f you . O.E. 

CAMBRIDGE LETTER 
To the Editor of the C H R O N I C L E . 

D E A R S I R . — L e t us away fo r a whi le , f r om the sordid circle o f Univer
sity pol i t ics, the mud-s l ing ing of undergraduate newspapers, the hearty 
wo r l d o f sport , the constant f low of shop-bought coffee, the busy life o f 
Woo lwo r ths and the Marke t Square; let us instead creep up unawares 
on the so ord inary life o f the so ord inary ma jo r i t y o f O l d Edwardians in 
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Cambr idge. On such unsull ied creatures as D. C. Wa rd (St. John's) whose 
main occupat ion is fo rg ing signatures in the College Suggestions books, 
or B. S. Mather (Tr in i t y ) whose present disguise consists o f dark glasses 
and a beard. We have fo l lowed E. H . G . Ch i tham (Jesus) about the 
c i t y ; no longer do his footsteps lead h im to the bus garage. H . G . Brierley 
(K ing 's ) was last seen play ing w i t h Sl inky on a remote staircase. His 
fel low K ingsman, K. F. Neeves, is a member o f the Inter-Col legiate 
Chr is t ian Un i on , whi le Bi l ly G raham has worked wonders fo r D . J. 
M c K . Fo rd (St. John's). G . T . Lya l l (Pembroke) has seen fit to announce 
publ ic ly that he claims his hair is no longer red. P. J. Welbank (Tr in i ty ) 
covers his tracks by Mo r r i s dancing in f ron t o f Great St. Mary ' s , or 
disappearing in to the wi lder fens w i th the Rambl ing C lub . He is 
accompanied th i ther by R. A . Toml inson (St. John's), who is otherwise 
engaged on an extensive study o f Cambr idge slum l i fe. 

Wha t a relief, then, i t is to come to J. de C. L ing (Clare), whose 
major sin is an at tempt to br ing a personal touch in to the Tudo r C lub , 
or to R. C. Perkins (also Clare) who in fact carries this out . We believe 
that R. N . Doubleday (Down ing ) is st i l l in Cambr idge. D. E. L loyd 
(Caius) is fighting for a reputat ion in the Chess C lub . H . B. Gottschalk 's 
(Peterhouse) ma in amib i t ion is to look l ike a post-Ar is tote l ian phi losopher. 

But enough personal comment. Let us class the rest o f us, al l in our 
neat l i t t le columns on the Tudo r c lub card, as either hearty or v i r tuous, 
or, preferably, bo th . A nd what o f your correspondent ? As he is about 
to depart on an at tempt to b low up the Universi ty l ib rary , he hastens to 
sign himself. 

Y o u r most obedient servant, 
C A N T A B R I G I E N S I S . 

O X F O R D L E T T E R 
In common w i t h most Ox fo rd Correspondents to the C H R O N I C L E , 

i n my last report I contented myself w i th t ry ing to ment ion as many 
O.E.s as space al lowed, w i t h only a passing reference to our organisat ion, 
the Genista C lub . But this last year has seen a record number o f 
meetings o f the Club—there have been five in a l l—and I th ink that before 
I subside into mere superfluous chit-chat, i t wou ld be as well to report 
these funct ions. 

Our Freshmen's Tea at the beginning of the year showed us eight 
new members o f whom l i t t le has, unfor tunate ly , been seen since. John 
Buckler (B.N.C. ) and Glen Yard ley (St. John's) have been rowing, 
which pastime w i l l explain, i f not excuse, their absence f r om civi l ised 
society. Michael Maxam's preoccupat ion w i t h the Wallabies at Worcester 
leaves h im l i t t le t ime for human converse, bu t o f the others, save for the 
ub iqu i tous Vern Wr i gh t (St. Caths) l i t t le is heard and less is seen. 
However, hermits, oarsmen and socialities, almost fo r ty in number, left 
their retreats in the Tu r l , the Isis and Long John's to welcome M r . and 
Mrs . Howa r t h and M r . Burgess to our Sherry Party last December, and 
some twenty o f us gathered in the M i t r e one evening last te rm fo r the 
Annua l D inner , when our guests were Sir Charles Mor r i s , the Chief 
Master, and the School Capta in. This latter funct ion was part icular ly 
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enjoyable, despite the President's rather dubious biological stories and 
the Secretary's hal f -grown beard. This term we were guests at a tea party 
given by Sir Dona ld Finnemore, who was in Ox fo rd as Judge o f the 
Assize; and this week there is a t r ipar t i te meeting in Ox fo rd w i t h London 
and Cambridge O.E.s. Al together, fo r an association whose essential 
characteristic has always been its nebulousness, this year has been t ru l y 
remarkable in the amount o f organised act iv i ty. 

Moreover , hardly a week passes wi thout some k i nd o f i n fo rma l 
meeting o f var ious members. Pte G . F. B. Laugh land, B.A. (Oxon.) , 
has been entertained, and entertaining, at the Kemp , the K ing 's A rms , 
and the Welsh Pony at var ious times dur ing his dist inguished mi l i ta ry 
career; at G . R. Green's party last te rm, only the subdued l ight ing and 
the strength o f the " refreshment " prevented me f rom dist inguishing many 
whose names are inscribed forever on the Honou r Boards and in the 
Prefects' Black Book at K.E.S. ; and a l though Joe Got tschalk has left his 
cigar-scented rooms at Pembroke to l ive in work- infested " digs " i n the 
Banbury Road , one always has the comfor t o f ho t chocolate and cold 
Catho l ic ism w i t h Paul Gardner at Bal l io l in the hours o f cigarette-less 
depression. 

Thus , in our var ied ways we meet and pass as ships in the night. 
O ld-Boymansh ip is, for tunate ly , not a mal ignant disease amongst O.E.s, 
but we are aware o f each other and occasionally appreciate each other's 
existence by meeting together. The strength o f any O l d Boys' Associat ion 
lies not i n its fo rma l meetings or its organisat ion, but i n the feeling that 
in any th ing we undertake, singly or col lect ively, our actions are somehow 
governed by what we learned in our six or seven years at K.E.S. This is 
the true Old-Boy spir i t and as such, I believe i t exists in Ox fo rd . 

Yours sincerely, 
O X O N I E N S I S . 

R U G B Y F O O T B A L L 

The final statistics o f the Rugby 
Footba l l season, 1953-54, read: played 
15, won 12, lost 2, drawn 1, points for 
230, against 55. The defeats were 
inf l icted by Denstone College 8—11 
and by Christ 's Hosp i ta l 3—-10. 

The reason for the success o f the team was the enthusiasm and 
keenness shown by everybody who played. An encouraging feature was 
that the team played harder and often better under adverse condi t ions. 
For example, against Wrek i n College, w i t h three reserves in the side, we 
gave our best performance, w inn ing by 5 points to 3. Injur ies became 
worse and more frequent un t i l against Chr is ts ' Hosp i ta l , the whole back 
div is ion had only one regular member. However, the splendid second X V 
who were unbeaten, cont r ibuted in no small measure by prov id ing many 
reserves who always per formed credi tably. 

In the Publ ic Schools ' Seven-a-side Compet i t ion we were knocked 
ou t in the first round by T r u r o School after a rather d isappoint ing game. 
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The reason for this defeat was the complete lack o f any real speed in the 
backs w i t h the forwards being good scrummagers, but not fast enough 
on the bal l . Hav ing the School Ath le t ic Sports only three days before 
the compet i t ion d id not help matters. 

The team enjoyed its matches, wh ich is, we hope, some reward for 
the efforts o f M r . Parry, who has helped us al l so much and w i l l certainly 
cont inue to improve our standard of Rugger. 

I n conclusion, 1 wish A . Bramley and his X V good for tune and hope 
they have a successful season. 

J .L .W. 
F I N A L R E S U L T S 

T H E X V 
Score: 

Dale. Opponents. Played. Result. For. Against. 
1953 

O c t . 3 Ratcliffe Col lege . . . . Awav Won 25 6 
„ 10 R . G . S . , Worcester . . . . Home Won 18 6 

17 Denstone Col lege . . . . Home Lost 8 11 
24 T r e n t College . . . . A way Won 43 3 

„ 27 Sol ihul l School . . . . A way Won 30 0 
31 W o r k s o p Col lege . . . . Home Wan 28 9 

N o v . 7 Bromsgrove School . . . . Home Won 9 0 
14 N o t t i n g h a m H i g h School . . . . Awav Won 11 0 

„ 21 W r e k i n Col lege Awav Won 5 3 
„ 28 Bedford M o d e r n School . . . . Awav Won 23 0 

D e c . 5 W a r w i c k School Awav Drawn 3 3 
16 C h r i s t ' s Hospi ta l ( L o n d o n ) Lost 3 10 

1954 
. Ian. 23 O l d E d w a r d i a n E x t r a 1st X V . . . . Home Won 12 3 
F e b . 6 M o u n t St. M a r v ' s Col lege Awav Cancelled. 

17 K . E . G . S . , A s t o n Home Won 12 3 
20 Cardi f f High School Home Cancelled. 

C R I C K E T 

The undoubted success o f a fa i r ly 
young X I so far this year is due 
entirely to the unflagging coaching of 
Messrs. Guy and Cockle. 

The scoreboard reads so far : 
Played 11, won 5, d rawn 4, lost 2. 
The bat t ing has normal ly been reliable 

w i t h Simpson, Saxon, Mu l f o r d and Wi l k ins , M . , al l per forming very wel l 
and helping to amass some large totals. However, the bowl ing is less 
effective, though Mu l f o r d and latter ly Man t tan bowled steadily and were 
main ly responsible for keeping the opponents ' score to reasonable 
propor t ions . 

O f the performances this year, the w i n by two wickets against 
Denstone w i t h a second wicket stand o f 141 between G. P.Simpson and 
J. L. W i l k i ns , and the w in by eight wickets against Warw ick School must 
be ment ioned as outs tanding. 
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The f ie ld ing at al l times has been sound, w i t h some first-class catches 
being held in the deep and near the wicket , but the ground fielding 
generally is a l i t t le slow. 

I t is to be hoped that the second hal f o f the season w i l l be as 
successful as the first, o f wh ich there is l i t t le doubt i f the spir i t and 
enthusiasm o f the team continues. 

The Second X I , under a number o f captains, has been unsuccessful, 
main ly due to t im i d and unadventurous bat t ing, but par t ly due to the 
calls made by injuries in the X I . I t is hoped that the remainder o f the 
season w i l l see an improvement . 

The Under Fifteen X I has won two matches and lost one out o f f ive. 
There has been some stable bat t ing and qui te steady bowl ing . A n 
encouraging feature is the h igh standard o f fielding, wh ich augurs wel l fo r 
the fu ture. 

The strong po in t o f the Under Fourteen X I is also their fielding, but 
much promise is shown bo th w i t h the bat and ba l l , and more success w i l l 
come w i t h greater confidence. 

Our unreserved thanks are due to Messrs. Guy and Cockle who have 
coached and advised the X I ; to Messrs. T r o t t and Leeds for wo rk i ng 
hard w i t h the Second X I ; to Messrs. Sacret, Freeman and al l the other 
masters who spend considerable t ime coaching the Juniors. 

J .L .W. 

C R I C K E T R E S U L T S 

T H E X I v. O L D E D W A R D I A N S ' C . C . 
(Played at Hunnington, \st May.) 

T h e X I 1 5 4 ( E . L . B . S a x o n 53, G . D . A n d r e w s 4 1 , J . A . M . H a r r o d 7 f o r 4 7 ) . 
O l d E d w a r d i a n s 

C . C 98 (P . R . L a n g h a m 23, A . N . B. D a v i e s 4 f o r 25, J . M u l f o r d 3 f o r 4 ) . 

T H E X I v. T R E N T C O L L E G E 
(Plaved at Trent, St/i May) 

T h e X I 125 ( J . L . W i l k i n s 50, J . M u l f o r d 24 , C a t t e l l 4 f o r 28, R e a d i n g 
3 f o r 13). 

T r e n t Co l l ege . . 90 (J . D . G r e e n 33, M . J . D i s n e y 4 f o r 23, A . N . B. Dav ies 5 f o r 18). 

T H E X I v. W Y G G E S T O N G . S . 
(Played at Eastern Road, 15th May.) 

W v g g e s t o n G . S . 180 f o r 9 dec lared ( D . H o l l a n d 5 1 , R . D . R a w s o n 27, A . N . B . Dav ies 
4 f o r 38, J . M u l f o r d 3 f o r 4 2 ) . 

T h e X I 183 f o r 6 ( J . L . W i l k i n s 58. E . L . B. S a x o n 45, R . Cross 3 f o r 50) . 

T H E X I v. S H R E W S B U R Y S C H O O L " A " X I 
(Played at Eastern Road, 20th May.) 

S h r e w s b u r y " A " 
X I 139 f o r 9 dec la red ( J . O . R e d m a n 33, M . W i l l i a m s 29, J . L . W i l k i n s 

3 f o r 35, A . M a n d e r s 2 f o r 12). 
T h e X I 113 f o r 4 ( G . P. S i m p s o n 35 n o t o u t , E . L . B. S a x o n 2 4 , 

M . W i l k i n s 22 ) . 

T H E X I v. D E N S T O N E C O L L E G E 
(Plaved at Denstone, 22nd Mav.) 

D e n s t o n e Co l l ege 206 f o r 8 dec la red ( E . J . E v e r a l l 68 , G . B l e n k i n s o p 53, B . J . F r a d l e y 
36, A . M a n d e r s 5 f o r 4 2 ) . 

T h e X I 209 f o r 8 ( J . L . W i l k i n s 80 , G . P. S i m p s o n 80, A . P h i l l i p s 4 f o r 84, 
T . B u r k e 3 f o r 58) . 
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T H E X I v. W A R W I C K S H I R E C L U B A N D G R O U N D 
(Played at the County Ground, 25th May.) 

T h e C l u b a n d 
G r o u n d . . . . 143 f o r 7 dec lared ( J . S. O r d 42 , R . R o b o t h a m 39, J . L . W i l k i n s 

3 f o r 23) . 
T h e X I 94 f o r 4 ( J . L . W i l k i n s 38, A . C. S m i t h 28 n o t o u t ) . 

T H E X I v. N O T T I N G H A M H I G H S C H O O L 
(Plaved at Eastern Road. 29th Ma v.) 

N o t t i n g h a m H . S . 180 f o r 9 dec lared ( J . R u t h e r f o r d 54, N . W a r r e n 37, .1. L . W i l k i n s 
4 f o r 56, J . M u l f o r d , 4 t o r 61.) 

T h e X I 89 ( J . L . W i l k i n s 36, G . P . S i m p s o n 20, S . U n w i n 5 f o r 4 0 ) . 

T H E X I v. W A R W I C K S C H O O L 
{Plaved at the Cojnty Ground, Ist June.) 

W a r w i c k S c h o o l 161 ( R . G . H u b a n d 7 1 , M . S . C o o k 39, J . L . W i l k i n s 4 f o r 12, 
M . W i l k i n s 3 f o r 4 7 ) . 

T h e X I 162 f o r 2 ( E . L . B . S a x o n 58 n o t o u t , M . W i l k i n s 54) . 

T H E X I v. T H E C O M M O N R O O M 
(Played at Eastern Road, \2th June.) 

T h e X I 132 f o r 7 dec lared ( J . M u l f o r d 33, A . C . S m i t h 3 1 , J . L . W i l k i n s 2 9 , 
T . G . F r e e m a n 4 f o r 49 ) . 

T h e C o m m o n 
R o o m 113 f o r 8 ( W . R . B u t t l e 28 , A . M a n d e r s 2 f o r 24 , J . M a n t t a n 3 f o r 19). 

T H E X I v. S T . E D M U N D H A L L , O X F O R D 
(Plaved at Oxford. Mth June.) 

St. E d m u n d H a l l 158 f o r 7 dec lared ( P . F o r d 3 1 , J . S k i n n e r 30, J . M a r l t o n 2 f o r 43) . 
T h e X I 96 f o r 7 ( G . P . S i m o s o n 55 n o t o u t , J . B r a n s t o n 4 f o r 23 ) . 

M a t c h e s t o c o m e : 
June 19 The X I v. R . G . S . , W o r c e s t e r ( A w a y ) . 

26 T h e X I v. B r o m s g r o v e S c h o o l ( H o m e ) . 
J u l y 3 T h e X I v. S o l i h u l l S c h o o l ( A w a y ) . 

„ 6 T h e X I v. M a n c h e s t e r G r a m m a r S c h o o l ( H o m e ) . 
10 T h e X I v. B e d f o r d M o d e r n S c h o o l ( A w a y ) . 
17 T h e X I r . O l d E d w a r d i a n s A s s o c i a t i o n ( H o m e ) . 

C R I C K E T C H A R A C T E R S 
J . L . W I L K I N S , Captain ( 1 9 5 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 ) . A n excellent al l - rounder, 

combin ing w i t h his enthusiasm a great determinat ion t o w in . As a 
batsman he sets an excellent example to the rest o f the team, fo r he has 
curbed somewhat a natura l inc l inat ion to h i t out before p lay ing himself 
i n . He possesses a large range o f strokes, and is able to h i t the ball 
t remendously hard , especially on the leg side. 

Hav ing completely recovered f r om a knee in jury , he now bowls fast 
and vigorously, w i t h accuracy not seen last season. In the field, he is 
always keen, possessing a very power fu l th row. 

A strict captain, expecting the best f r om his team in the field. 
(Heath). 

G . P. S I M P S O N , Vice-Captain ( 1 9 5 2 - 3 - 4 ) . Undoub ted ly the soundest 
batsman in the team w i t h a defence wh ich few school bowlers can 
penetrate. He has developed many more at tacking strokes and can now 
score quite freely when required. A very polished fielder in any posi t ion 
and a useful bowler, i t is certain, i f he were ever called upon . As Vice-
Capta in , he is a first-class example to the rest o f the team. 

(Captain of Vardv.) 
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A . C . S M I T H , Wicket-keeper (1952-3-4). Yet again this season, he 
has shown what a very fine wicket-keeper he is, and has played no small 
par t in produc ing a successful team. He moves across bo th to the " o f f " 
and " leg " w i th almost professional ease, but o f late one or two possible 
chances have been grounded. His bat t ing is d isappoint ing and shows a 
lack o f concentrat ion. He is always w i l l i ng to take off the pads and 
bowl in a di f f icul t s i tuat ion. (Captain of Evans.) 

E . L . B. SAXON (1953-4). Forcefu l r ight -hand opening bat, who has 
scored quite freely and consistently this season, p lay ing some very valuable 
innings. Not iceable is his increased range o f strokes, for he no longer 
relies main ly on the " leg-side " push. His fielding is good, and he has a 
power fu l th row. (Captain of Levett.) 

J. M U L F O R D , Secretary (1954). A young player whose a l l - round 
competence belies his age. H is r igh t -arm off-break bowl ing has been the 
mainstay o f the attack, whi ls t his very tenacious bat t ing has saved the 
side on more than one occasion. He may, however, be sometimes 
crit icised for bowl ing or bat t ing defensively; more aggression, especially 
w i t h the bat, w i l l come w i t h experience. A safe fielder. (Evans.) 

M . W I L K I N S * A r ight-hand opening batsman, who has shown 
great improvement. He has been unfor tunate in gett ing out early in 
some matches, thus, perhaps losing a l i t t le confidence. Nevertheless, 
when he finds his touch, he is able to score very freely, and, w i t h more 
concentrat ion, ought to do very well indeed. As a bowler, he has not come 
up to expectat ion, being disincl ined to bow l a length. He can bow l bo th 
leg-breaks and googlies, bu t his most dangerous bal l is a " treble-
bouncer . " He is, in general, a very safe fielder, possessing a good hard 
th row. (Captain of Heath.) 

A. M A N D E R S f A steady medium-paced opening bowler who can 
move the bal l both ways. He has obtained more wickets this season than 
before because now he pitches the bal l up, but must learn to bow l at the 
stumps. H is bat t ing suffers f r om nerves, but is always liable to come off. 
Rather slow in the field. (Vardy.) 

A. N . B. D A V I E S f A br ight prospect for fu ture School cr icket , 
showing great promise. A young r ight -arm off-break bowler who has 
taken many valuable wickets for the School. He has the confidence to 
flight the bal l , and is able to keep a steady length. A competent batsman, 
a l though, at the moment , he lacks aggression. Safe in the f ield, his catching 
excels. (Levett.) 

J. M A N T T A N * A bowler who has only been unearthed recently 
bu t already shows great abi l i ty as a seam bowler. His length is very good, 
and he is capable o f mov ing the bal l bo th ways. Slow but safe in the 
field, whi lst his bat t ing remains an unknown quant i ty . (Evans.) 

D . F. L O M A X t A r ight -hand batsman who has shown much 
improved f o rm this year and has made some useful scores. He suffers 
f r om not mov ing his feet and is especially vulnerable to slow bowlers. 
A very safe pair o f hands make h im a competent fielder. 

(Captain of Jeune.) 
G. D . A N D R E W S t A young player o f much promise who has shown 

considerable powers o f concentrat ion in more than one dif f icult s i tuat ion. 
Good , i f a l i t t le over-exuberant, in the f ield. (Vardy.) 
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P . F. W I L L I A M S t A young player who has improved consistently 
this season. His bat t ing shows great promise as he has a very sound 
defence. Strokes wi l l come w i t h confidence and experience, but he must 
t ry to h i t the bad bal l . Rather slow in the field. (Gifford.) 

The fo l low ing have also played : G . H . B R I N D L E Y , ! M . J. D I S N E Y , 

A . D. H O L L A N D , P. N . B R O M L R Y . 

* D e n o t e s Schoo l C r i c k e t Blazer . 
t D e n o t e s S c h o o l X X I I C o l o u r s . 

The Second X I has been chosen f r o m : G . H . Brindley, Wi lson, R. K., 
T i p t on , R. H . , Bromley, J. N . , Sharpe, B. H . , Robinson. P. G. , Alexander, 
T . J. R., Ho l l and , A . D. , Pickering, R. D., Disney, fvl. J . , Pendry, J. S., 
Whi t ley , N . J., Parslew, M . , Soutter, D. F. and Fletcher, J. A . 

C R I C K E T R E C O R D S 

The fo l low ing addit ions should be made to the list o f records compi led 
i n the July, 1949 edi t ion o f the C H R O N I C L E , and supplemented in July, 
1950 and July, 1951 : 

H a t T r i c k : J . L . W i l k i n s v. R . G . S . , W o r c e s t e r , at Eastern R o a d i n 1953. 
B a t s m e n w h o have finished the season w i t h a n average greater t h a n 40 . 

Times Highest Total 
Innings. Not out. Score. Runs. A verage. 

1951 P. A . G o u g h 18 4 82* 582 41 -6 
1952 F . B . R e v i l l 18 2 147 664 4 1 5 

B o w l e r s w i t h m o r e t h a n 50 w i c k e t s i n a season: 
Name. Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wickets. Average. 

1951 O . S. W h e a t l e y 304 -4 102 731 55 13-3 
1952 O . S. W h e a t l e y 315 99 691 51 13-56 
1952 D . H . B e n s o n 312 -4 98 604 51 11-84 

C e n t u r i e s : 
147 F . B . R e v i l l v. B r o m s g r o v e S c h o o l , at Eastern R o a d , 1952. 
110* B. C . H o m e r v. B i o m s g r o v e S c h o o l , at E a s t e r n R o a d , 1952. 

N e w R e c o r d S t a n d for T h i r d W i c k e t : 
266 F . B . R e v i l l a n d B. C . H o m e r v. B r o m s g r o v e S c h o o l , at E a s t e r n R o a d i n 1952. 

T h e o l d r e c o r d was 208 m a d e i n 1927. 
W o r t h y a d d i t i o n s t o the l ist o f a l l - r o u n d p e r f o r m a n c e s : 

Wickets. Average. Runs. Average. 
F. B . R e v i l l . 1952 43 12-56 664 41-5 
O . S. W h e a t l e y , 1952 51 13-56 304 17-88 

A T H L E T I C S 

Adverse weather condi t ions marred as always our br ief season of 
Athlet ics, causing the cancellat ion o f one inter-school match. O f the 
two fixtures wh ich were fu l f i l led, however, the away match w i t h Ratcl i f fe 
College prov ided an unpleasant surprise in the shape of annih i la t ion by 
an altogether f i t ter team. This defeat reveals that , i f compet i t ion is to 
be maintained w i t h boarding-schools o f this standard, Athlet ics must be 
treated as a major act iv i ty. 
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The Sports were held on Saturday, Ma r ch 27th, an af ternoon 
remarkable fo r its lack o f ra in . However , an already wet t rack d id not 
make for fast t imes, and the two records broken were in f ield events. 
Jeune having previously registered their seemingly inevitable " Standards " 
v ic tory fo r the John U r r y Cup , the compet i t ion for the Championship 
Shield was keen, cu lminat ing in t r i umph for Cary Gi lson. 

Our thanks are due to Mrs . A . F. Adams, who presented the awards 
after the Sports, and as usual t o M r . Cadenhead and other masters fo r 
their wo rk in coaching, organisat ion and admin is t ra t ion. 

D .H .J . 
R E S U L T S O F M A T C H E S 

S C H O O L V. W A R W I C K S C H O O L A N D R . G . S . , W O R C E S T E R 

(Held at Eastern Road on 13r / i March, 1954.) 
Result : S c h o o l 621 p o i n t s ; R . G . S . 26 p o i n t s ; W a r w i c k 39J p o i n t s . 

Junior Match : W a r w i c k 41A p o i n t s ; R . G . S . 4 0 1 p o i n t s ; S c h o o l 35 p o i n t s . 

S C H O O L V. R A T C L I F F E C O L L E G E 

(Held at Ratcliffe on 18th March, 1954. On Cinders.) 

Result : R a t c l i f f e C o l l e g e 59J p o i n t s ; S c h o o l 434 p o i n t s . 
Junior Match : Ratcl i fTe Co l l ege 61 p o i n t s ; S c h o o l 33 p o i n t s . 

T h e t e a m t h i s year has been selected f r o m : N . C. B r o w n , D . H . J a c k s o n . R . K . 
W i l s o n , G . P. S i m p s o n , A . B r a m l e y , P. G . C o o m b e s , S . D . L . H o l l a n d , B . S . A d a m s , 
S a x o n , E . L . B . , M a n d e r s , A . , S h a r p e , B . H . , T i p t o n , R . H . , P e n d r y , J .S. , D a v e n a l l , W . W . , 
G r o g a n , R . , M o u n t f o r d , P. C . A . 

A T H L E T I C S S P O R T S R E S U L T S 
O P E N E V E N T S : 
l O O y a r d s : 1 , S i m p s o n ; 2, T i p t o n ; 3, M o u n t f o r d . 11 0 sees. 
220 y a r d s : 1 = , S i m p s o n , W i i s o n ; 3, D a v e n a l l . 24-8 sees. 
440 y a r d s : 1, J a c k s o n ; 2, W i l s o n ; 3, S i m p s o n . 55 -6 sees. 
880 y a r d s : 1, J a c k s o n ; 2, C o o m b e s ; 3, M i l l a r . 2 m i n s . 9 0 sees. 
O n e M i l e : 1 , J a c k s o n : 2, C o o m b e s ; 3, G r o g a n . 4 m i n s . 58-4 sees. 
H i g h J u m p : 1, A d a m s : 2, E v a n s , D a v e n a l l . 5 - f t . 3 i - i n . 
L o n g J u m p : 1 , D a v e n a l l ; 2 , M o u n t f o r d ; 3, P lews . 19- f t . O i - i n . 
H u r d l e s : 1, B r a m l e y ; 2 = , P i l l i n g , W i l s o n . 16-6 sees. 
D i s c u s : 1, A d a m s ; 2 = , S h a r p e , M a n d e r s . 102-ft . 6 - i n . 
W e i g h t : 1, B r a m l e y ; 2, N i g h t i n g a l e ; 3, B r o w n . 37 - f t . 4 | - i n . 
J a v e l i n : 1, A d a m s ; 2, A n d r e w s ; 3, B r a m l e y . 143- f t . 9 - i n . 
R e l a y (4 x 110) : V a r d y . 
Cross C o u n t r y R u n : 1, K i n g t o n ; 2, B r o w n ; 3, J a c k s o n . 20 m i n s . 4 9 - 4 sees. 

I N T E R M E D I A T E E V E N T S : 
100 y a r d s : 1, R u s s e l l ; 2, H o l l a n d , R . P . ; 3, B r o m l e y . 11 -6 sees. 
220 v a r d s : 1, R u s s e l l ; 2, B r o m l e y ; 3, H o l l a n d , R . P. 25 -6 sees. 
440 y a r d s : 1, R u s s e l l ; 2, B r o m l e y ; 3, H o l l a n d , R . P. 59 -6 sees. 
880 v a r d s : 1. O g b o r n ; 2. B u l l ; 3, L e i g h . 2 m i n s . 16-4 sees. 
H i g h J u m p : 1, H o l l a n d , A . D . : 2, M i d g e l e v ; 3, G u e s t . 4 - f t . 8 - i n . 
L o n g J u m p : 1, M o u n t f o r d , J . D . ; 2, M i d g e l e y ; 3. H o l l a n d , A . D . 16- ft . 6 1 - i n . 
H u r d l e s : 1, H o l l a n d , R . P . ; 2, M o u n t f o r d . J . D . ; 3, M i d g e l e y . 12-0 sees. 
D i s c u s : 1, H e n l e y ; 2, Spencer ; 3. Spiers . 8 8 - f t . 0 - i n . 
W e i g h t : 1, M a s t e r s ; 2, Sp iers ; 3, D a u n c e y . 32 - f t . 1- in. 
J a v e l i n : 1, W h i t l e y ; 2. R o b i n s o n ; 3, G o o d e . 14- ft . 101 - in . Record. 
R e l a y ( 4 x 110) : G i f T o r d . 
Cross C o u n t y R u n : 1, L e i g h ; 2, O g b o r n ; 3, G u e s t . 14 m i n s . 15-6 sees. 
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J U N I O R E V E N T S : 
100 y a r d s : I , B r o w n ; 2, C a s h m o r e ; 3, Beaumont . 1 3 0 sees. 
220 y a r d s : 1, B e a u m o n t ; 2, B r o w n ; 3, Webley . 29-6 sees. 
H i g h J u m p : 1, M c C a r t y ; 2, R u s s e l l ; 3, U d e l l . 4-ft. 2 - in . 
L o n g J u m p : I , U d e l l : 2, W e b l e y ; 3, B r o w n . 14-ft. 5 - in . 
C r i c k e t B a l l : I , H o r n i g ; 2. M c C a r t y ; 3, Webley . 196-ft. 6- in. 
R e l a y ( 4 x 110): V a r d y . 

U N D E R 12A. E V E N T S : 
80 y a r d s : I , J o n e s ; 2, W h i t e h o u s e ; 3, Papps . 11 0 sees. 
150 y a r d s : 1, J o n e s ; 2, Whitehouse ; 3, Papps . 20 0 sees. 
High J u m p : 1, Reeves ; 2, J o n e s ; 3, Papps . 3-ft. 11-in. 
L o n g J u m p : 1, J o n e s ; 2, Reeves ; 3, Papps . 14-ft. 0 - in . Record. 
C r i c k e t B a l l : I , S m a l l w o o d : 2. S m i t h : 3, D u n n . 153-ft. 11-in. 
R e l a y ( 4 x 1 !0 ) : Levett 

O p e n C h a m p i o n s h i p : D . H . J a c k s o n . 
Intermediate C h a m p i o n s h i p : R u s s e l l . 
J u n i o r C h a m p i o n s h i p : B r o w n , C . H . 
U n d e r 12 i C h a m p i o n s h i p : Jones . 
H o l d s w o r t h C u p (for Senior R e l a y ) : V a r d y . 
Robert Moseley C u p (Intermediate R e l a y ) : Gi f ford . 
T u d o r T r o p h y (Junior R e l a y s ) : V a r d y . 
R i c h a r d s C u p ( C r o s s C o u n t r y R u n ) : H e a t h . 
J o h n U r r y C u p ( S t a n d a r d s ) : Jeune . 
Wiggins -Davies C u p (for Athletic S p o r t s ) : C a r y G i l s o n . 
Mitton Shie ld (Athletic C h a m p i o n s h i p ) : C a r y G i l s o n . 

S W I M M I N G 

In i t ia l l y i t is my most pleasant 
duty to thank the O l d Edwardians for 
their completed gif t o f the Memor ia l 
Cloister, the Bath and the Surround. 
This gif t is deeply appreciated and wi l l 
undoubtedly prove itself to be an 
invaluable social and sport ing asset to 
the School. 

" Swimming this year has been very slow in start ing " ; thus I quote 
my predecessor. Unfor tunate ly this year the start has been even slower. 
W i t h Midsummer 's Day reached, general school swimming had barely 
begun. I t is in expectation that we thank the parents for their contr ibut ions 
to the heating fund . 

The V I has remained undaunted in the face of these disadvantages 
and wi l l ing ly has trained in water frequently as low as 58°F. As a result, 
despite the departure o f the major i ty o f last year's team—conta in ing as it 
d id four record holders in six events, and const i tut ing, on performances, 
the best team yet to have represented the School—moderately good results 
have been obtained. Indeed, three o f the matches swum to date have 
been won , but the harder fixtures lie ahead. Yet the future is faced w i th 
no l i t t le confidence, fo r whatever might be the final results this year, 
several members o f the V I remain to swim in 1955. I f much hard practice 
is done, then the prospects are good. J .D .L .A . 
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E T O N F IVES 

This year Fives is enjoying great 
popular i ty , and this new enthusiasm for the 
game is reflected i n the success o f the School 
team. The first pair , N . C. B rown and 
I . O. A . D . Brodie, lost only twice, each t ime 
to Highgate School on Highgate courts. The 
second pair ( f rom K. W . L l o yd , J. L. W i l k i ns 

and Smi th , A . C.) has performed very creditably considering its lack o f 
experience. 

A t the end of the Christmas term, the team made its annual London 
tour , and for the first t ime we won al l three matches: v. Westminster 5—2, 
v. A ldenham 5—4 and v. Ci ty o f London 5—3. The tour proved a great 
social success and provided us w i t h some much-needed match practice. 
Du r i ng Lent te rm, three matches were played. We lost to the O ld 
Citizens by 3—5, due to a disappoint ing 3—0 defeat for the second pair. 
Shrewsbury were beaten 5—4, undoubtedly the School's best w i n o f the 
season—but we lost 1—6 to Highgate, who had been enjoying an unbeaten 
season. 

PUBL IC SCHOOLS ' C H A M P I O N S H I P , 1954. 
As last year, this tournament was held at Highgate School, and 

again the School entered two pai rs : B rown and Brodie, and L l oyd and 
B i rd ( M . R.). I n the first round , the first pair easily defeated Lancing I I I 
(12—6, 12—1 , 12—0), bu t the second pair were unfor tunate in meeting a 
strong pair f r om St. Olave's, and were defeated 12—4, 12—5, 14—13 in 
a match they might wel l have won had they won the th i rd game, since 
they were then settl ing down and gett ing the measure of their opponents. 

I n the second round . B rown and Brodie scored a comfor table w i n 
over Berkhamsted 1 by 12—0, 12—5, 12—4. I n the t h i r d round we met 
Highgate, who had earlier beaten us in a School match. Once again 
their smashing was considerably better than ours and they were much 
faster around the cour t , bu t they al lowed us to play our tactical game, and 
consequently d id most o f the runn ing. I n the first two games we twice 
held the lead at 9—7 but eventually lost bo th by 9—12. The th i rd game 
was fought at terr i f ic pace. Aga in we held the lead, but sl ipped back to 
10 al l . I t was decided to play to 15, and we went in to a 13—10 lead. 
Once again Highgate pul led up and the score reached 14 al l and remained 
there for some t ime before a simple return was put down and we were 
out o f the compet i t ion , wh ich was easily won by the Highgate pair. 

F ina l ly , our report wou ld not be complete i f we were not to thank 
the Second Master for his help and especially for keeping us supplied 
w i th equipment. 
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E T O N F I V E S C H A R A C T E R S 

N. C. B R O W N , Captain (1952-3-4). The outstanding player o f the 
side, he possesses a large number o f power fu l shots, notably the overhead 
smash which he plays superbly w i t h either hand. His tact ical play has 
always been exemplary and has been the main reason fo r the success of 
the team. A n enthusiastic and remarkably efficient captain. K . W . L . 

I . O . A . D . B R O D I E (1953-4.). A wel l -bui l t , stocky left-handed player, 
he has by hard practice become a very competent player indeed. He is 
perhaps a l i t t le slow upstep, but his downstep play is very aggressive, while 
his shrewdly placed and very fast f irst cut has completely bewildered 
nearly all his opponents. He should be congratulated on his fine display 
against Highgate. 

K . W . L L O Y D (1953-4). When on f o rm , an extremely di f f icul t 
opponent to beat. He is undoubtedly a very fine tactical player and on his 
day wi l l dominate the game in the best o f company. He has practised 
hard and is now overcoming his ma in faul t o f inconsistency. He has a 
very hard first cut , wh ich when it is more control led should be a very 
useful shot. Captain fo r 1954-5. 

J. L . W I L K I N S (1953-4). Unfor tunate ly numerous official duties have 
reduced his appearances on the courts this year. This is a p i ty since he 
cou ld , w i t h practice, have become a very fine player. He hits the ball 
hard and accurately w i th his r ight hand, and his left hand is very reliable. 

S M I T H , A . C. In t roduced to serious Fives only this year, he has given 
a very good account o f himself. He cuts the bal l well w i t h his r ight hand, 
whi le his left hand is remarkably steady. When he has gained more 
experience, and learnt more of the tactical side of the game, he should be 
very good indeed. 

B I R D . M . R. Has played one match for the School and performed 
quite creditably. He is very good upstep, but over-eagerness in t ry ing to 
cont ro l the game whether he is upstep or downstep tends to leave his 
partner l i t t le or no scope. N . C .B. 

S H O O T I N G 

N.S.R.A. S E A S O N . 

The winter term was a successful one for the V I I I , for o f our thirteen 
matches we lost only three. The indiv idual averages were headed by 
D . G . T odd , w i t h 95 -7. Two scores o f 99 were made and several o f 98. 
C O U N T R Y L I F E S E A S O N . 

Throughout the Lent Term the V I I I shot consistently at a rather 
unfor tunate level. The weakest aspect was the rapid fire, and despite 
practice, this d id not become consistent. Nevertheless, we won seven of 
our twelve matches. 
•303 S E A S O N . 

A l though the bangs are louder, the *303 season has begun wi th a 
whimper. Scores have been poor, chiefly on account o f lack o f practice 
whi le K ingsbury was closed. I n the M id l and Ashbur ton we finished 
twel f th o f sixteen, scoring 453. Next day four members o f the team shot 
in the Bi rmingham Bisley, not w i thou t success. 
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Next year's team wi l l be almost unaltered, since we lose only R. V. B. 
Smi th and J. W. No r t h f rom the regular V I I I . 

F inal ly , we must thank Ma j o r Cooke for giv ing us the benefit o f his 
experience and advice, and also R.S .M. Moo re , for the great attent ion 
he devotes to our weapons. A lso , for the first me, we thank F l t . / L t . 
T raynor for considerable financial assistance. 

R E S U L T S O F M A T C H E S 

N.S.R.A. (H.P.S. 800) For Agst. Result 
v. Wel l ingborough . . 758 761 Lost 
i . E t o n Col lege 768 W . O . Won 
v. Bromsgrove . . . . 760 722 Won 
v. H a m p t o n G . S . . . 1133 1109 Won 
v. T h e L e y s School . . 766 769 Los! 

Country Life 
(H.P.S. 720) For Agst Result 

v. K i n g ' s S c h o o l , 
Worcester 611 677 Lost 

v. G l a s g o w A c a d e m y 653 693 Lost 
v. Bromsgrove . . . . 633 600 Won 
v. St . Paul ' s S c h o o l . . 637 633 Won 
v. O a k h a m S c h o o l . . 653 647 Won 

L A W N T E N N I S 
A record of won 6, lost 2 suggests that so far the V I has had a good 

season, and, indeed, in tennis sk i l l , this year's team compares favourably 
w i t h most School teams over the past few years. But apathy caused 
defeat in certainly one and possibly both o f the School matches lost to 
date ; and a number o f matches have been won by default in bo th the 
House and Singles compet i t ions. 

No r , i f we look to the future, is the out look part icular ly br ight . 
W i t h five o f this year's V I ' l eav ing at the end of te rm, one cannot expect 
very good results in School matches next year, a l though one or two boys 
staying at School for at least another year seem to be able to combine 
enthusiasm w i t h some knowledge o f the game. I n an at tempt to increase 
this number, coaching lessons were arranged on six days o f the Easter 
hol idays, bu t this was not an unqual i f ied success for a number o f reasons, 
not al l o f wh ich can be traced to the boys themselves. To the same end, 
there have been practices on Monday evenings for potent ial members o f 
the V I , and two 2nd V I matches have been arranged, the one against 
No t t i ngham H igh School having been lost, and, at the t ime of wr i t i ng , the 
one against Sol ihul l sti l l to be played. 

However, under the able and enthusiastic guidance o f M r . Osborne, 
School tennis w i l l cont inue undeterred, and those who play it w i l l cont inue, 
we hope, to derive enjoyment f r om so do ing. I f next year is not a record-
breaking one we can always console ourselves w i th the thought that " the 
game's the th ing, ' un t i l we bu i ld up , as we hope we shall in the near 
fu ture , a first-class V I . R.C.T. 

P .T . 
This term the House teams have been rehearsing for the P.T. 

compet i t ions, to be held at the end of this te rm, results o f wh ich w i l l be 
announced in the next edi t ion of the C H R O N I C L E . 
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CHESS 

School chess seems to have reached that decadence that fo l lows a 
period of a high standard of development. This is part icular ly noticeable 
internal ly. The house compet i t ion , which was won by G i f fo rd , was. wi th 
di f f icul ty, completed on t ime. 

However, the School team sti l l does very wel l , though now only one 
o f the " o ld guard " remains. The Junior League, Div is ion 1, was won 
wi th ease. The second and th i rd teams, though strong enough to have a 
regular team, d id not do so wel l , bu t w i l l probably—the league results are 
not known yet—come th i rd and second respectively in their respective 
leagues. The match versus the Common Room , a long-established annual 
event, ended in victory for the School, another long-established annual 
event, l t was good to see Roberts, J. D. break his run o f draws—though 
it wou ld have been even better had he broken it in a different way. The 
School's only defeat came f rom an extremely strong Ox fo rd University 
side—almost the one which held Cambridge to a draw—determinedly 
out to avenge two successive defeats. N o team was entered in any postal 
compet i t ion. 

Ind iv idua l ly there were many t r iumphs. K. W. L loyd led the 
Warwickshire Junior Team to victory in the Inter-County Junior 
Championship, won an open event in the Bi rmingham Easter Congress, 
and came second in the M id l and Boys' Championship. This was actually 
won by C. G. Tayar, who brought down w i t h this almost as many prizes 
as couid be won on an Amer ican television quiz programme. He obtained 
9^ points out o f 10, and came first equal in the Warwickshire Boys' and 
Junior League Championships w i th 9 out o f 10. Havves, P. K., captain 
o f the second team, came four th equal in the second o f these, K iparsky, 
P. R. V. was fou r th equal in the Warwickshi re Under 14 Championship, 
and there have been as many as nine members o f the School in the first 
sixty boards for the County Seniors. We have the stars but also need the 
efficient humbler players to mainta in cont inu i ty . 

We should l ike to thank M r . Hu r n for his help throughout the 
season, and also Miss Chaffer, who showed so much tolerance towardsthe 
barbarism and destructiveness w i th which the most j un i o r boys seem 
compelled to play what should be a comparat ively quiet game. 

D .N .G . 
The School team has been drawn f r om : K. W. L loyd , C. G. Tayar, 

R. H . Gooda l l , Si lk, J. C , Price, C. D., Young , D. J. , Roberts, J. D., 
Huskins, J., and D . N . Ga l lon . 
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T H E H O U S E S 

CARY G I L S O N 
The achievements o f the House this year have been somewhat 

unpredictable. 
The year started disappoint ingly w i th our Rugger. For , despite 

considerable enthusiasm for the greatest o f al l b lood-sports, we attained 
a final posi t ion of s ixth. Our Chess had potential i t ies and was played as 
a mathematical game, but our probabi l i ty equations always appeared to 
include the possibil i ty o f defeat. Here again we scrambled in to sixth 
place. 

The Senior Fives team was weaker than in past years, bu t i t was 
unfor tunate to w in only one match. 

The middle o f the Lent te rm, however, was a tu rn ing po in t for us 
al l . The whole House made a concerted effort in the Athlet ics standards 
and our athletes t r iumphant l y retained the Athlet ics Shield for us on 
Sports Day. 

Cricket prospects d id not look part icular ly encouraging. Bu t the 
House has been br i l l iant ly successful w i th astonishing regulari ty. A l l four 
sides appear to excel and revel in the sport o f the English gentleman, and 
i f they lack the t radi t ional digni ty as they play they make a valuable 
cont r ibu t ion to brighter cricket. F rom a to ta l o f twenty- four games we 
have only one defeat and two draws to spoil the record. Our team for 
the knock-out w i l l not be violent ly disrupted by the return o f members 
f rom School teams. Despite the strength o f our first round opposi t ion, 
we should put up a good effort. 

Abou t swimming, many advise a reverent two-minutes silence for 
House swimmers long departed. But lack o f abi l i ty has not proved a 
handicap in our other activit ies, and so we wai t and hope. 

Tennis matches are played or postponed, alternately, apparently. 
Our success is again due to enthusiasm rather than ski l l and is al l the 
more creditable for that. 

Our j un io r Fives team is v indicat ing the senior team and has won all 
four o f the matches played so far. 

The House's f inal posi t ion in the House Championship is not 
completely predictable, bu t w i l l assuredly be creditable ; great honour 
should go to those who keep up our hope. M r . Biggs and our House 
Tutors , M r . Vaughan and M r . Weatheral l , should be thanked for 
cont inued efforts to mainta in a cheerful spir i t o f opt imism and deter
mina t ion , despite difficulties wh ich we encountered early in the year. 

P . R. F O X A L L (House Captain). 

E V A N S 
This year has not been a successful one for the House, for, unl ike 

some houses, we have lacked in al l our teams good ind iv idua l performers, 
who provide a sound backbone o f experience for the rest o f the team and 
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give invaluable advice. This was especially apparent in both Rugby and 
Athletics where we met wi th l i t t le success, despite the efforts o f all those 
who part icipated. 

In the Senior part o f the House, and to a much lesser extent in the 
Junior part , there has been some reluctance to play both Rugby and 
Athlet ics, but the commencement o f the Summer term awoke the House 
f rom its winter hibernat ion and brought fo rward numerous volunteers 
who wished to indulge in the noble art o f Cr icket , which I feel I must 
point out has been played in condi t ions which wou ld make even the most 
hardened rugger enthusiast shudder. What a magical wo rd " Summer " 
is. 

Our hopes for Cricket were higher than for Rugger and Athletics 
and we had enough players, even though we have had to sacrifice to 
school teams more than we expected, to make up the requisite number 
in each team and several reserves for each, ready and wi l l ing to t u rn out. 
These hopes, to a certain extent, were just i f ied, for w i th two games of the 
League sti l l to be played, we have collected more points than we did in the 
whole Rugger compet i t ion. W i t h the return o f School team players, 
prov id ing the wicket is tu rn ing, we should do well in the knock-out 
compet i t ion. 

Swimming is not a favour i te pastime o f the House, for i t seems that 
most o f the Seniors are reluctant to approach the water ; this is possibly 
a reflection on their early ch i ldhood. 

We have redeemed our good name in Chess, Fives, Tennis and 
Shooting and it is hoped that we should f inish in the first four in all these 
activities. 

Congratulat ions should be offered to the Juniors as a whole for their 
efforts throughout the year and the success they have brought the House, 
for w i thout them we wou ld be in a far lower posit ion in the Championship 
than we already are. However, the Juniors must realise that playing for 
a School team is a greater honour than playing for the House. By so 
doing they gain experience which in later years w i l l benefit not only them 
but also the House. 

A l though this year things have not always gone r ight, those of us 
whose time has come to part , feel assured that the prospects o f the House 
are good and its future secure. 

The House would l ike to thank M r . Dun t and M r . Buttle for al l the 
encouragement given and for al l the t ime they have devoted to us this 
year. 

K. S. H U D S O N (House Captain). 

G I F F O R D 
Qual i ty not quant i ty is our watchword. A l though we are small in 

numbers our spir i t is high. We are undismayed by constant fai lure. 
Success shocks us. Indeed, our tennis team who have so far not lost a 
match, are regarded w i th amazement and awe. Cr icket , however, returns 
us to a more placid frame of m ind , for here at least we can boast a certain 
measure of fai lure. The First X I has not l ived up to the high hopes of 
our effervescent captain, having lost more matches than it has won . 
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The other three teams, especially the Second X I , have done wel l . Here it 
must be pointed out that this term a grand old G i f fo rd t rad i t ion has been 
broken, and for the first t ime in five years we have two members o f the 
House playing for the School eleven. 

But what o f the minor activities '? Are we hold ing our own at the 
bo t t om of the championship as magnif icently as ever ? The answer, i t 
must shamefully be admit ted, is in the negative. Our Junior Fives team 
is w inn ing matches. We are th i rd in Swimming standards, and our 
P.T. team has every chance of do ing wel l . A n d last, bu t by no means 
least, even our eating habits show signs, however slow, o f amel iorat ion. 

I t seems that the bad o ld days of G i f fo rd are on the way out , no 
doubt to be regretted by al l . This year has seen the re-emergence o f a 
certain spir i t and combined effort on the part o f the House. There are 
definite rumours abroad that i f al l goes wel l we may rise to the giddy 
heights o f sixth in the house championship. But whatever our f ina l 
posi t ion, whatever our success or fai lure, we can at least say to posterity 
" Let not Amb i t i on mock their useful t o i l . " 

G . M E N D E L S S O H N (House Captain). 

H E A T H 
There is l i t t le t ime now w i th the mul t ip l ic i ty o f House activities to 

sit back and assess our overall posi t ion. W i t h some five weeks o f the 
term stil l to go, accurate results cannot be determined. 

Our fortunes have f luctuated over the past year. In the Michaelmas 
term great deeds were per formed on the rugger field, Fives Cour t and may 
we even say, on the Chess board. Christmas seemed to have no immediate 
effect on the results and we cont inued in an al l -conquering mood by 
convincingly w inn ing both the Knock -ou t Final and Championship. 
A t this po in t , however, for tune seemed to desert us, for we narrowly 
missed winn ing bo th the H i l l Cup and the Rothe Cup. This disappoint ing 
trend cont inued in Athlet ics, where we came th i rd , when, on paper, the 
championship should have been ours. Fives cont inued to be encouraging, 
but Chess returned to its norma l level, and yet again Heath filled the 
eighth posi t ion. 

W i t h the advent o f summer, members o f the House have begun to 
show a lack of enthusiasm hi therto unknown . Cricket has consequently 
suffered to such an extent that not one first, th i rd or four th team win has 
been recorded. Shoot ing is also disappoint ing considering the efforts 
o f D. E. Plews ; but tennis has possibilit ies, we are to ld . 

Our first object o f finishing in the first hal f o f the House Champion
ship w i l l be achieved, but beyond that l i t t le can be said or hoped for , 
because of the unaccountable lapse this term. However, next year, 
prospects are br ight w i th very few stalwarts leaving and a solid core of 
reliable people staying on. 

May I thank the House Prefects, House Officials and most o f a l l 
you , Heathens, for the way you have ral l ied round and tr ied so hard. 
Our thanks are due also to M r . Bar low and the House Tutors. In 
conclusion, on behalf o f al l who are leaving, I give our best wishes to the 
House for the future. J. L. W I L K I N S (Head of the House). 
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J E U N E 
In our lean years we have preached so ardently the gospel o f non-

interest in wor ld ly matters, especially silver trophies, that a r un o f 
successes leaves us a l i t t le unsure o f ourselves, perhaps even a trif le 
gui l ty , as a vicar might feel i f it were discovered that he had been 
surrepti t iously investing in the footbal l pools. W i t h this cr i ter ion in mind 
the Christmas and Lent terms embarrassed us greatly, but it appears that 
we are slowly regaining the straight and narrow path o f circumspect 
mora l i ty . 

A t the end of the Lent term when Rugger, Athlet ics and Chess had 
been completed we were head of the house ladder, but we fear there w i l l 
be many gains and losses of posit ion as the results o f the other sports are 
known. The w inn ing o f the Rugger Championship came as a very 
pleasant surprise, which must be credited to the members o f the house 
who gained us first place in the League Compet i t ion , and especially the 
second X I I who emerged victor ious in their sphere o f activity. It is 
many years since we last had the Rugger and Cricket Championship cups 
in our cupboard at the same t ime. A steady posit ion of four th in Chess, 
Senior Fives and Athlet ics, where we had the added and expected 
satisfaction of keeping the John Ur ry Cup for " standards," and a second 
posit ion in what Shoot ing has been completed, wi l l ensure that we do not 
let ourselves down in these sports. 

W i t h luck we may vacate the eighth posit ion in Swimming, where our 
prospects are the brightest for years; but this gain is offset by our fai lure 
to keep up w i th the success o f last year in Cricket. We could do wi th a 
l i t t le M o ' success in Tennis where to date we have only succeeded in 
w inn ing one match out o f five. 

Our vain and vague talk at the end of the Lent Term of being Cock 
House might well be the specific subject o f the Spanish proverb: Mucho 
ruido y pocas nuecas. which immediately comes to m ind . The noise we 
made has in retrospect l i t t le just i f icat ion. 

The year has been a very pleasant one, for which we have to thank 
M r . Leeds and his two aides, M r . Sacret and Mr . McGawley very sincerely. 
May the House remain next year in its present state o f well-being, and i f 
I may add a personal note, my best wishes to al l its members then. 

D. F. L O M A X (House Captain). 

L E V E T T 
Video meliora proboque, deteriora sequor. This , alas, has been the 

apparent pol icy o f too many o f the House this year. That dread goddess 
Apa thy has stalked in our midst, br ing ing such banes to mortals as 
Dent istsappointment i t is. A l l that cheerful ly can be said is that, though the 
House may not be bo t t om, i t w i l l certainly not be top. 

Both the Rugger knock-out and Athlet ics were disappoint ing, 
a l though, under the guidance of P. C. Tra f ford-Wi l ley , the number o f 
cross-country standards was qui te impressive. Also, A . M . Russell won 
the House's only cup so far (the Intermediate Athlet ics Championship) . 
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Cricket is s t ruggl ing; but it is hoped that E. L. B. Saxon can infuse new 
vi tal i ty for the knock-ou t compet i t ion. 

A momtmentum perermius acre is being fashioned to commemorate the 
fact that the Tennis team has won a match. Much the same is true o f 
Fives. The wettest June for fifty years has put a slight damper on House 
Swimming, but there is talent and therefore hope in the House. 
J. W . No r t h in forms that, w i t h the Tunstal l Cup postponed, the House is 
well placed to come first in Shoot ing. Classification is going better than 
last year. Chess, under the very able leadership o f C. G . Tayar, sti l l 
keeps opponents in check; the House came second. 

These few successes are only a small reward for the hard work o f 
M r . Porter, M r . Cadenhead, M r . Freeman and M r . Adams ; al l the House 
admires and appreciates their efforts. I t may be that, art i f ic ial a uni t as 
i t is, a House has some of the qualit ies o f a Frazeresque dying god and 
in the cycle o f years our revivif ied Adonis may return. Courage, therefore, 
men o f Levett—the phoenix hour shall dawn. 

B. J. C O L E M A N (House Captain). 

P R I N C E L E E 
Sti l l more labyrinthine buds the rose and sti l l we have not gathered— 

it appears that our mot to for sport should be " moderat ion in all th ings . " 
On the footba l l field, despite the House XV ' s again reaching the 

final, we finished th i rd , thus losing the Rothe Cup. In Chess the House 
also finished th i rd , a posit ion which it seems we are l ikely to assume in 
Fives, Shoot ing and Tennis. Fives stil l requires more " pep, " Tennis more 
dr ive, whi lst our Shoot ing is apparently less crooked than before. 

Athlet ics, however, represents a dismal fai lure on the part o f most o f 
the House. But this state o f affairs is not confined to Prince Lee, for 
despite the fierce compet i t ion o f the octagonal system, it appears that the 
satisfaction o f the many too often rests in the hands of the few. 

Cricket, as yet, is incomplete, bu t G . H . Brindley confidently predicts 
that th i rd or f ou r th place should be obtained. This wou ld represent an 
effort refreshingly wor thy o f cricket 's rather leisurely atmosphere—an 
effort in keeping w i t h the true tradi t ions of playing the game not always 
for the result. 

Thus i t appears that it w i l l be left to Swimming and P.T. to mainta in 
our Championship posi t ion. As ever, we w i l l not take on any assuring 
airs, bu t merely state that we have a quiet confidence in our own abil i t ies. 

Modera t ion , then, shall be our sport ing mot to , bu t what o f the 
School i tsel f? Here we have noticed many members o f Prince Lee 
mak ing their mark , and we hope that this indicates that the uphi l l 
struggle against the House being a mere sport ing entity is being w o n — 
that the House is confined no longer to the sport ing sphere. Sport, 
inevitably, i f unfor tunately, forms the basis o f our aspirations, but need 
it be the pinnacle as wel l ? 

When , as very short ly they w i l l do , many of our more senior 
gentlemen leave our midst, they w i l l do so w i t h the sincerest thanks and 
good wishes of the House. They w i l l rapidly become Edwardians o f the 
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past—members o f this School no longer in the body but for ever in the 
spir i t . We trust that this may also now be said o f Prince Lee. For this 
our deepest gratitude must be extended to the Rev. F. J. Wi l l iams, his 
assistant, M r . Osborne, and to M r . Bol ton and Mr . Hu t t on . 

J . D . L . A D A M S (Head of the House). 

V A R D Y 
This term has been marked by the absence (on account o f i l l -

health) o f our House Master, M r . Cop land. The House welcomes his 
return and hopes that he has made a complete recovery. He has returned 
to find us making a great effort to mainta in the high standard set up in 
the past two years. House spir i t has not waned. In the past the House 
has done great things, there is no reason why it should not cont inue to do 
so. 

In Footba l l , th i rd posit ion was gained in the league championship. 
In the knock-out we finished th i rd also, whi le in the Seven-a-Side 
championship the first team won its final, bu t the H i l l Cup was lost 
because of the low posit ion of the j un i o r team. In Athlet ics, the House 
performed quite wel l , f inishing a good second in the championship. 
In Standards we came fou r th , mainly because a great lack o f effort by the 
Intermediates, none of whom obtained more than five standards. In the 
Sports, the Seniors acquit ted themselves wel l , w inn ing the Holdswor th 
Cup for the Relay. The Juniors d id wel l in w inn ing their Relay, and two 
members o f the House came close to w inn ing the Junior and Under 121 
Indiv idual Championships respectively. 

Results in the minor activities have, on the whole, been disastrous. 
However, the Tennis team, fo l lowing in the footsteps o f its predecessors, 
is playing wel l , having won four matches out o f five. Senior Fives was 
once more unfortunately, poor, only two matches being won . The Junior 
team has not performed as well as it promised, w inn ing two matches out 
o f four played. The Chess team has this year let us down , finishing in 
the very low posi t ion of seventh. So far in Shoot ing, the House is sixth. 

I t is dif f icult to report on Cricket and Swimming, as the compet i t ion 
in these activities is not nearly finished. Suffice it to report that we have 
done moderately wel l , whi le in the Knock -ou t we shall f ield quite 
formidable teams, on paper at least. Swimming is not progressing as 
well as i t should be, not many swimmers having gained standards, whilst 
the number o f entrants for the half-mile race is not large. I t is to be hoped 
that the House wi l l do much better as the term continues. 

To our House Prefects and House Officials, who have done so much 
for the House throughout the year, I should l ike to express my sincere 
thanks. The House is, as always, most grateful to Mr . Copland for his 
encouragement and advice, w i thou t which we cannot d o ; to Mr . Parry, 
who has this term so ably taken on the responsibil i ty o f House Master 
in M r . Copland's absence; to M r . Skinner, whose enthusiasm is an 
example to every member o f the House. 

G . P. S I M P S O N (Captain of the House). 
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M U R D E R I N T H E C A T H E D R A L 

As I settled in to my seat I wondered 
how many shared my relief that the 
handsome programme did not announce 
a Shakespeare play. The Bard is 
generously commemorated on regular 
Saturday evenings, and his unlovely 
theatre can be sensed just over the 

hor izon. Moreover , duly p roud as 1 am of the School Dramat ic Society, 
I could not bu t reflect that o f its many past achievements, only two are 
invariably quoted w i t h awe: " A b r a h a m L i n c o l n " (1944) and " S a i n t 
Joan " (1949). 

We l l , whatever lustral cycle governs these matters, the 1954 
product ion of " M u r d e r in the Ca t h ed r a l " conf i rmed my tentative 
deduct ion. The conjunct ion o f an exceptionally gifted actor, an 
i l luminate producer and a major modern play ensured a most exhi larat ing 
and memorable experience, well wo r th undergoing again, in but slightly 
diminished degree, a for tn ight later, when the Society gave a performance 
in St. Mary ' s Church, Selly Oak. 

El iot 's plays are an acquired taste. They make stern demands on both 
actor and spectator. The story o f Becket, one wou ld say the very stuff o f 
dramatic act ion, is for El iot (1 quote h im) " somewhat l imi ted. A man 
comes home, foreseeing that he w i l l be k i l led, and he is k i l led . . . I wanted 
to concentrate on death and ma r t y r dom . " A nd so he does. The murder 
of Becket by a quartet o f tipsy knights is a briefly violent i r rupt ion in to 
an elegantly statuesque threnody, the crude historical act o f 29 December, 
1170, fitted in to an essentially modern pattern o f intellectual suffering, 
the great lassitude of the cul tured Western m ind . Becket is shown as not 
outfacing three temptat ions, but as ou tgrowing them, and w i th them al l 
terrestrial experience; in his debate w i th the four th tempter we await a 
revelat ion, but he dies w i th the secret o f his mar ty rdom sealed as firmly 
f rom the great poet as f r om the author o f the Cambridge Medieval 
History. Such confl ict as there is in the play is not between Church and 
State, nor between spir i tual and material values; i t is between characters 
speaking different languages, a problem of communicat ion repeated in 
" T h e Fami ly Reun ion , " in " T h e Cockta i l P a r t y " and even in " T h e 
Conf ident ial C le rk . " This novel, though perhaps rather sterile, approach 
to drama has been handled w i th great verbal v i r tuosi ty by El io t—so much 
more entertaining a poet to read than to hear—and M r . T ro t t and his 
company took all pains both to treat the br i l l iant text w i th imaginat ion 
and understanding; and to achieve dramatic effects and contrasts by way 
o f necessary support. 

Evans invested the part o f the Archb ishop wi th rare dist inct ion. 
His grace of dict ion and contro l o f gesture dur ing the Christmas sermon 
encouraged a most i l logical impulse to stand up and cheer; his poise was 
unruffled alike by the fussy, uncomprehending priests and by the occasional 
negotiation of a door specifically designed to knock his mi t re off. 
Anyone's vocal resources wou ld have been strained to dominate the 
bel lowing knights, even discount ing the feeble lines he is given to speak 
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to them. The vir i le recollection, the last flexing of the muscles that once 
ruled field and t i l t -yard were perhaps not in Evans' rendering o f the 
part , and in this he t ru ly interpreted the author. Here was a man already 
dedicated to sainthood, look ing steadfastly fo rward and beyond. I t was 
a most notably poised performance. 

A r ound Evans' commanding figure ral l ied admirable support . 
Pett i t t and Wi l l iams, as the second and four th tempters, spoke w i th 
especial c lar i ty—the former recit ing rhy thmica l riddles so as to make them 
almost intel l igible, the latter palely urgent. Ho l l and and Wi lson , wel l cast 
as rakish reveller and b luf f count ry squire, completed a most interesting 
sequence: the idea o f dressing the tempters in modern garb succeeded 
doub ly—i t added variety and point , and was by way of a concession to an 
audience struggl ing w i th El iot 's poetic and phi losophic fare. 

Sweeney, Whi teman and Homer made the most of the thankless 
roles o f the priests, and Honeybone made a short, typical ly puckish 
appearance. 

The four knights, more earnestly portrayed, wou ld show up the 
somewhat unnatural pal lor of the rest o f the p lay ; we are therefore 
encouraged to regard them w i t h mi ld ly supercil ious amusement. In this 
spir i t , casqued, mai led, bruta l and l icentious, they were most robustly 
acted by Vaugon, now rant ing, now soberly presiding; Picker ing— 
eloquently compensated for his disastrous part in " Twe l f t h N i g h t " ; 
Buttress—jol ly sound chap, that W i l l i am de T rac i ; and Coleman, whose 
sidelong, l isping analysis o f Becket's sanity wound up the case for the 
C rown . 

The poetry which I am assured is the play's chief c la im upon the 
attent ion of posterity is recited by a chorus o f (E l io t again) " excited and 
sometimes hysterica! women, reflecting in their emot ion the significance of 
the ac t ion . " Group ing themselves w i th smooth and unobtrusive 
precision, they delivered their forebodings, gossip and pangs unfalter ingly, 
in an adroi t ly blended range of keys—a marshalled body and yet tak ing on 
marked indiv idual i ty as the play developed: Davies, for example, so 
self-effacing, while Whi t f ie ld chafed against anonymity . A most effective 
choir off-stage reinforced the chorus at cr i t ical moments. I f I felt 
occasionally dissatisfied, perhaps it was because I wanted to , bu t could 
not, relate them to that other chorus of women of Selly Oak who twice 
dai ly, w i th no less pungent comment, efface our ephemeral traces here. 

Var ious isolated impressions l inger: Kupha l look ing as though he 
had just stepped down f rom a stained-glass w i ndow ; Vaugon, as he 
hooted before Becket, suddenly br ing ing the first stanza of " Sweeney 
Among the N igh t i nga les " to l i fe ; Evans' dramatic gesture impl icat ing 
us all in that age-old cr ime; Stock win 's falsetto mercilessly cauterizing 
the tor tured tripes o f the chorus ; the lights l ingering a second too long 
on the swords poised over Becket; the bawl ing, clanging entry down the 
cr inging aisle o f Reggie Fi tz Urse and his gang; and, once again, supreme, 
the quite remarkable beauty and entire harmony o f the moments dur ing 
which Becket delivered his last sermon. 

The play was presented w i th a tautness, an economy o f movement and 
decor, w i th an overr id ing artistic un i ty on wh ich Messrs. T ro t t , Hu t t on 
and Vaughan cannot be too highly congratulated. The school's flourishing 
dramatic t rad i t ion has been wor th i l y upheld and enriched. 
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T H E A D M I R A B L E C R I C H T O N 

McCar ty and Swales opened careful ly on a rather slow wicket, but 
soon gained confidence and began to score freely. The middle batsmen 
attacked cheerful ly and conf ident ly, and despite some dif f icult bowl ing 
which swung sharply away f r om the batsman in the heavy pre-1914 
atmosphere, and caused even the most experienced to miss on occasions, 
the brisk rate o f scoring was maintained throughout . I t was easy to 
see that these youngsters had been wel l coached. The speaking was 
excellent, the actors moved well and listened we l l ; they knew their places 
and what they were about, and d id not mask each other. Best o f al l they 
enjoyed themselves enormously. The only possible cr i t ic ism is that they 
were so wel l dr i l led that the d r i l l d id obtrude itself at points. They 
squeezed themselves into impossible posit ions behind sofas to avoid 
masking the entrance of the next character, and the complicated tea-party 
scene, w i th the servants entering at the back (1 thought that Lo rd Loam 
was at his best here, in welcoming them) and then peeling off, first to the 
left and then to the right, reminded me of the wel l-dr i l led evolutions of a 
minuet or musical ride. 

Perhaps the most remarkable th ing about this product ion was that 
the " girls " outshone the " boys . " R. A . P. Duva l gave a most intell igent 
and lively por t ra i t o f Lady Ma ry Lasenby and was an outstanding success, 
and he was ably seconded by R. W. Braithwaite as Lady Agatha, who also 
spoke beaut i fu l ly and moved we l l ; M . A . Babb as Lady Catherine 
completed a most convincing t r io o f sisters. Eliza, the tweeny ( H . C. Mason) 
was also very good. His embarrassment in the first and fou r th acts was 
beaut i ful ly done. Further he had a natural advantage for his part that 
other members o f the cast lacked. N o adult could possibly have looked 
so wist fu l and appealing as this boy of eleven. This was a successful and 
imaginative piece of casting, bu t one is left hop ing that for his own sake 
Mason w i l l not t ry out this admirable technique on his masters too often. 

The burden of the play was honourably sustained by M . W . Swales as 
Cr ich ton. He acted w i th ease and fluency throughout and impressed a 
most pleasant personality on his audience. He d id not make the mistake 
o f t ry ing to be a stage butler. But Cr ich ton is the perfect but ler and the 
play's meri t depends on the cleverness w i th which Barrie makes us admire 
the man whi le he ridicules the system of wh ich Cr ichton is the perfect 
flower. I t wou ld hardly be fair to expect the Junior Dramat ic Society 
to include the poin t ing of such cr i t ic ism of bygone Society in its repertoire. 
Swales succeeded splendidly in put t ing across the likeable part o f Cr ichton's 
personality, but the pompous self-assurance natural to the last o f a long 
line of butlers and lady's maids was outside his experience. So favourably, 
however, d id he impress us that we felt that this was a vir tue on which 
he was to be congratulated. A Cr ich ton born into the Welfare State, one 
hoped, wou ld have been l ike Swales. 

C. Whi t f ie ld as Lo rd Loam had another part in which realism was 
v i r tual ly impossible. He had to act second ch i ldhood before he was out 
o f his first, and r ight at the beginning of the play he had to pat on the 
head a page boy taller than himself. He romped through his part w i th 
enormous dash and enjoyment. There was, however, a certain monotony 
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in his gestures ( " nor do not saw the air too much w i th your hand, 
thus " ) and very occasionally he was inaudible. 

N . M . McCar ty as the Hon . Ernest Wool ley improved every evening 
and J . S. Thane gave a convinc ing interpretat ion of the cr icket ing 
clergyman. P. .1. Stephens looked formidable in hat and wig and spoke 
his lines clearly. R. C. Bonehi l l was admirably wooden as Lo rd 
Brocklehurst and provided an excellent fo i l to Duva l in their scene together 
in the four th act wh ich I thought was the best scene in the play. Here 
Duva l displayed great v i r tuosi ty in showing the change which the island 
l i fe had wrought in the languid Lady Ma ry o f the first act. He bounced 
on the sofa w i th ind ignat ion, his eyes flashed and he filled the stage w i th 
his new energy. 

The enormous difficulties in dressing and making up a play o f this 
k ind were very creditably overcome. 1 should have l iked a l i t t le more 
disarray in the second act, and part icular ly a few more stray hanks of 
hair to emphasise the need for hair-pins. The minor characters were very 
wel l turned out , part icular ly R. Bagnall , a most seductive Fisher and 
A . E. H . Ho rn ig , who provided some amusing by-play as the page boy. 

The sets were, as usual, excellent; I admired very much the island 
scene in Ac t I I . The smooth finish o f the whole product ion showed how 
much hard wo rk had been done by everyone concerned. I should l ike 
to congratulate them al l , especially the producers and actors, on the 
happy success of their labours. 

T H E SEASONS 
In the last three years the Chora l Society has done a lot to demonstrate 

the range and variety o f eighteenth century choral music. We have 
heard the solemnity o f Handel 's " Judas Maccabaeus," the poignant 
intensity o f Mozar t 's " Requiem " and now the invigorat ing, muscular 
extraversion o f Haydn's orator io , " The Seasons." In some ways this 
last work is the most interesting, for it is excellent in so many of the 
various genres o f which the century approved. One thinks o f the melt ing 
galanterie o f the duet, " Ye gay and painted fa i r , " the rousing four-square 
rhythms and solemn counterpoint o f the choruses and the perpetually 
felicitous instrumentat ion. The slightly effeminate sensibility that reveals 
itself in Thomson's or iginal poem is completely submerged by Haydn's 
robust music and, paradoxical ly, by the l ibret to itself. This retranslation 
of Van Swieten's German version constitutes a superb collection of all 
the tr icks up the eighteenth century poetaster's sleeve, and is a sheer joy 
to those who take an innocent, but perhaps immoderate, pleasure in 
the cliches o f the per iod. L ike the delicious formal i ty o f the closes at the 
end o f the recitatives it is very much a part of, what was on tue whole, the 
healthy and vigorous sensibil ity o f the age. The apparently pompous 
vacancy o f : 

" Anon the sportsman's voice 
A l ong the sounding vale«is heard 
And keen to share the healthful sport 
The lusty swain assists his lord " 
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—is an embodiment o f that sense o f the fitness of things that is so 
noticeable in the music, in the perfect adjustment between imaginat ion 
and technique. 

The predominance of the chorus is the characteristic o f the orator io 
and Haydn certainly gives the singers plenty to th ink about. I f one felt 
that possibly they were not so impressive as they were last year this is by 
no means an unfr iendly cr i t ic ism. I t is a testimony to their general 
excellence that the occasional unsatisfactory moments are precisely what 
one remembers—remembers simply because they unexpectedly surprised 
the confidence that the rest o f their singing had created. W i t h this po in t 
established, one need not feel too nicely censorious in recording that their 
init ial entry in " C o m e , gentle S p r i n g " was indecisive and b lur red or 
that the trebles occasionally sounded overstretched and uncertain. 
Otherwise, they sang w i th a commendable balance of tone, a f i rm bass 
and steady tenor line and a good deal o f verve. Indeed, it was remarkable 
how well they stood up to the demands of the b ig chorus, " Ha rk , the 
deep tremendous vo ice," and how well they responded, after what must 
have been a strenuous evening, to the st imulat ing sentiments o f the final 
chorus, devoted to celebrating " the joyous produce of the grape." They 
can certainly look back on their performance w i th satisfaction. 

To the untrained ear o f the present wri ter it seemed that the orchestral 
p laying was better than in former years. The work makes demands upon 
the orchestra, part icular ly upon the w ind band, and the hurdles were 
always surmounted. They played w i th attack and, w i th the possible 
exception o f some o f the l ight ly accompanied solo numbers, w i th clar i ty 
and confidence. O f the soloists, Miss Joan Clarke, soprano, and 
M r . Phi l ip Russell, tenor, sang deliciously, w i thout effort, w i thou t licence, 
w i th a beaut i fu l fu l l tone and, one wou ld say, w i t h obvious enjoyment. 
The bass, M r . W i l l i am Goodsman, was always safe and steady but his 
voice seemed to lack edge and resonance w i t h the result that his solo 
numbers lacked impact. 

One looked in vain on the programme for the name o f the pr ime 
mover o f the enterprise, D r . Wi l l is Grant . Whether this was the result o f 
inscrutable policy or was a whimsical subterfuge to pretend that he was 
not really there, one does not know. But the concert, as in former years, 
bore test imony, beyond all else, to his colossal energy, determinat ion and 
confidence. To the unini t iated, it seems a very considerable achievement 
indeed to have fused so diverse a body as the school choir and an 
augmented orchestra into an instrument o f such efficiency that a per form
ance of such dist inct ion was possible. 

A.J .T . 

T H E SC IENCE C O N V E R S A Z I O N E 
I t is not often that a door opens for you as you approach it, and 

closes itself after you , al l w i thou t assistance, or that you are repeatedly 
beaten at noughts-and-crosses by a machine; but these and many other 
remarkable things were experienced by visitors to the Conversazione 
staged in the Science School on Fr iday and Saturday, 12th and 13th 
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March , 1954, after weeks of intensive mental , experimental and con
struct ional work . 

Members o f the Science Masters' Associat ion, meeting at school on 
the Saturday af ternoon, were interested in our efforts, and staged a more 
professional, i f less comprehensive exhibi t ion in the Junior Physics 
Laboratory. 

H igh voltage discharge phenomena, photoelasticity o f plastic, 
properties o f ultrasonics, opt ical i l lusions, Lissajou's figures. Lecher 
wires, the electrostatic photographic process of xereography and simple 
but convincing experiments w i th l iqu id air were all demonstrated in the 
Pugh Laboratory . 

In the Biological department, wood lice showed their preferences for 
l ight and moisture, while an anaesthetised f rog was expertly examined. 
Coffee was imbibed by a model man, and the unini t iated learned about 
fermentat ion. A series o f microphotographs o f tissues and a fine 
exhib i t ion o f bones, butterfl ies and other biological sundries were on 
show. 

The three inch telescope was in use, and so, sometimes, was a wind-
tunnel . 

A model gas works and preparations of dyes and drugs f rom coal-tar 
by-products were part o f a project in the Coal Industry, whi le another 
project dealt w i th the extraction and properties o f phosphorus and the 
commercial uses o f its compounds. The Chemistry Laboratories were 
the scene for these and other exhibi ts: staining anodised a lumin ium, 
etching glass and metal , chromatographic absorpt ion, etc. A display o f 
chemical magic had a very successful run . 

I n a darkened lecture room chemiluminescent, phosphorescent and 
fluorescent effects were produced. Those engaged in an ambit ious glass 
project poured coloured ash-trays f rom melts in a home-made furnace in 
the cellar, and a professional glass-blower demonstrated his ski l l in 
fashioning birds, wine-glasses and other objects, many o f wh ich were 
distr ibuted as souvenirs. 

Mathematicians explained moment o f inert ia, precession wi th the 
aid o f gyroscopes, and traced beaut i ful ly intr icate and symmetrical 
harmonographs by compounding pendular mot ions. Also in Big School, 
the usual Foucault 's pendulum proved that the earth was sti l l rotat ing. 

We wou ld l ike to thank the Science Masters for showing enthusiasm 
and restraint at the right t imes, and for supervising the whole show, and 
the laboratory stewards for their invaluable assistance. W i t h the strains 
o f " Pop goes the Weasel , " rendered on the electronic organ, sti l l echoing 
fa int ly in our ears, together w i th many other memories, we congratulate 
the staff and exhibitors alike on a most successful and impressive 
conversazione. 

T H E L I B R A R Y 
Throughout the year the l ibrary has maintained the high standard of 

efficiency achieved in 1953. Moreover, w i t h the opening o f the Cart land 
Room at the beginning of the year, its role as a common- room and 
salon de causerie for the Sixth Fo rm has now lapsed, and it now funct ions 

90 



as a School L ib rary should—as an invaluable store o f in format ion and a 
place for reading and study. 

On the whole, the School should show more appreciat ion for the 
services offered : far more care should be taken w i th the large bound 
volumes, in part icular w i th the London Illustrated News and Punch, 
which, once damaged, are irreplaceable. A l l l ibrary-users are, moreover, 
urged to make a habit o f returning books, used for reference, to their 
appropriate shelves. 

New books cont inue to f low in to the l ibrary. By the end of the 
School Year, eleven thousand books wi l l have passed through the 
Librar ian's hands, since books were first entered in the Accession Register 
in 1936. Among our numerous benefactors dur ing the past year, we offer 
our thanks to Miss Pugh, who , as a regular donor , shows cont inued 
generosity; to A . Jackson, Esq., for a set o f Mathemat ical Gazettes; 
to Dr . W . D. N i co l , for very scarce early volumes of the C H R O N I C L E ; 

to T. W. Hu t t on , Esq. ; to Miss E. C. Goodw in for books f r om her 
father's l ib rary ; to Charles Vince, Esq., O.E . ; and to London O.E.s for 
cont inu ing their annual gift o f money. W i t h great pleasure we record 
our thanks also to all those boys who have contr ibuted books to the 
l ibrary on leaving school, and suggest that future leavers continue the 
t rad i t ion. 

Final ly , I should l ike to pay tr ibute to the efficiency and enthusiasm 
wi th which al l the l ibrarians have carried out their thankless duties over 
the past year : their purely voluntary services are too l i t t le appreciated by 
members o f the School. To them, my sincerest thanks, as also to M r . 
Blount for steering us so confidently through a hiehly successful vear. 

A . D . K . 

T H E S C H O O L W E A T H E R S T A T I O N 

The station's seven observers have cont inued to mainta in the almost 
uninterrupted record since our recognit ion by the Meteorological Office. 
In fact, observations have been made on every day dur ing the past three-
and-a-half years, w i t h but one exception. 

I t had been hoped to start sunshine observations and resume w ind 
speed records this year, but this has not been possible owing to lack o f 
suitable exposure for the instruments. P .M .H . 

T H E S O C I E T I E S 

When you' re ly ing awake w i th a dismal headache—Society notes to 
be wr i t ten—1 concede one may find there's no more perplexed m ind in the 
whole o f the realm of Great Br i ta in . For ready to hand is a formidable 
band of reports and remarks very numerous: some are long, some are 
short, some make sense, some make naught, some are serious, others are 
humorous. So pardon is sought i f f r om someone's report an impor tant 
remark is omi t ted. But let me begin, for delay is a sin. and see just what 
in can be fitted. 
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Now many a word has been spoken and heard w i th in the Debat ing 
Society on Spain and Gibra l tar , should democracy alter, have the English 
excess of propr iety ? W i t h the S . C M . too they've accepted the view that 
this House believes in infernos. Ex-secret'ries said they wou ld rather be 
dead (but afterwards one could discern noes) than l ive in the fu tu re— 
a notable feature in the Society annals. A nd there w i l l be later an 
impromp tu debate—er, i f members w i l l dof f cricket flannels. 

Next the Literate set—they have heard and have met w i t h some 
Greek, Chinese and English men, sir. " G r e e k C h o r u s " has been 
M r . J. Bol ton's theme, G . G . Ney the works of Edmund Spenser. 
B. J. Coleman was terse on " Chinese Lyr ic Verse," Mrs . Duncan-Jones 
spoke of Jane Austen. It is hoped that now on some scientists wi l l come 
and fill this assembly to burs t in ' . 

I couldn ' t fill pages on Modern Languages—this Society's had but 
one meeting. The members have heard (or so I 'm assured) a lecture o f 
linguistics treat ing. Professor Ross came, a professor of fame, University 
sage of l inguistics. Let the school interest take and not this forsake as a 
company that's too specialistic's. 

M r . Lawrence has to ld the Photographers bold o f the science and art 
o f processing. Then M r . Eric Hale o f the town's Post and Mail (no t ime on 
that stalf is for messing) made many to see press photography. Flashing 
poster brought record attendance. M r . Mor l and Braithwaite's wealth of 
cameras could rate w i th the wealth o f Croesus and dependants. 

For those who are bored, 1 next w i l l record Scientific Society's al l 
r ight. Visits were paid to where phosphorate's made, the factories o f 
Wi lson and A lb r igh t , and to the Machine (1 the cyclot ron mean) round 
which D r . Bracher well guided. Chemical Engineering, its scope and its 
bearing on life Dr . N u t t has confided. M r . A . Douglas-Jones in enthral l ing 
tones has to ld o f a visit to Russia to the Art ists and expressed how very 
impressed he was that the war d idn ' t crush her. Good pictures were 
shown to display how she's known to bui ld greater buildings than others. 
Sweet music has charmed and whol ly disarmed the Society o f music 
lovers: P. Cutts and A . K i r k b y you cou ld not be i rked by performing 
upon p ianofor te ; records of Bach, a Brahms t r io , and mark these my 
words, all you p roud and you haughty—the musical contest was this year 
among the best the walls o f Big School have encompassed and the chapel 
w i l l r ing when the chapel choir sing Tudo r music, for can this be 
surpassed '? 

Many Junior Debators give promise that later success w i l l attend 
them in speaking. This Society does thr ive w i th mot ions alive and no-one 
can call i t a weakl ing. The Shakespearean set have frequently met, 
popular i ty never decl ining. Many plays have been read, as need hardly 
be said, o f A rden or the Moor ' s undermining. Varese has been played 
(Modern Music he made) to the Musical Circle's one meeting. 

On some Monday lunch-hours ta lk o f spir i tual powers the Christ ian 
Un ion 's greeting. A film has been seen and declared to have been a 
success by all those who were present. Bible studies there were of value 
quite rare; they were very inspir ing and pleasant. The S.C.M's heard 
f r om the Reverend Tizard of marriage the Christ ian's concept ion. The 
Reverend Beaumont explained Chr is t ian treatment o f ex-convicts and their 
reception. The Reverend Crowle Ellis expounded qui te well his ideas 
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of the sense of devot ion. But really support is desperately sought for the 
Movement to have locomot ion. 

M r . P. Gel l ing was very compel l ing to the few that are Archae' logical 
on Romans in Br i ta in. This Society's h i t on the Lab. that is Biological. 
M r . Biggs' talk was second: as one might have reckoned, o f the Ho ly 
Land a splendid survey. Mode l Engineers have been, i t appears, to 
L iverpoo l , Swindon and Derby (Darby to some) and the quest o f their 
fun was engines and rol l ing-stock dir ty . Though the rai lway reproaches, 
they travel in coaches that hold between twenty and th i r ty . 

One cannot deny and one cannot decry the Civics men's choice o f 
good speakers. H . E. Dol lery one, who a very great sun brought o f 
eager young cricket tip-seekers. A n d out one can't miss M r . Dennis 
Mor r i s o f the B.B.C. M id l and Region. A tableau wi l l take place which 
many wi l l grace w i th talks o f eighteenth century legion. The F i lm 
Societee have witnessed films three: Mar ius , Ghost goes West, and a 
th i rd one, Bataille du Rai l . N o crit ic could fai l to declare the choice not 
an absurd one. 

A n d as for the rest, many thanks are expressed to all chairmen and 
helpers uni ted. N ow 1 finish my song, to go on wou ld be wrong and to 
end I am really delighted ! 

D E B A T I N G C H A R A C T E R S OF T H E YEAR 
J. A . A . S T O C K W I N . A forceful speaker who can quickly discover the 

flaws in his opponent 's armour , but is sometimes unable sufficiently to 
exploi t them. Look ing every inch a debater, and a classicist, he is apt to 
carry away the listener by the sheer weight o f his erudi t ion, and, at t imes, 
himself, though there is no lack o f humour to counteract the solemn 
philosophies which he propounds. As Secretary he bears minute book and 
agenda paper val iant ly, and w i th an endless source of good humour , 
whilst his tw ink l i ng eye constantly inspires the more t im id to even greater 
efforts. D.J.B. 

G . M . S I M O N has spoken at every debate this year (as well we know !-
Editor) and can be relied upon at Commit tee to find good mot ions. 
He knows the ropes and swings on them w i th the greatest confidence. 
When called upon to deplore Socialists, or foreigners, or Socrates, or the 
Secretary, he does so w i th wi ther ing scorn, a highly accomplished debating 
style, and a splendid convict ion of the monocle through which, and the 
pinnacle f rom wh ich , he surveys the wor ld . 

O. C. W. T H O M S O N , though the study of " T r u t h " at Bodmin has 
unfortunately curtai led his t ime w i t h the Society, went far to conquer an 
in i t ia l slight lack o f confidence and audibi l i ty . A subtle nor thern wi t , and 
a command of the best that has been said on many topics, lend colour and 
unity to his speeches. 

M . J. S U T T O N has also, alas, departed. He is declamatory in manner 
and sensible in matter ; a good, straight speaker. 

G . A . B U N N , the Society's tame comedian, remembers his Celtic 
ancestry, and replaces logic w i th a warm-hearted and endearing 
inconsequence. I f ever our hearts do not go out to h im , at least we 
commiserate. 



D . J. B U T T R E S S is a new boy who has rapidly acquired the ski l l o f an 
o ld master. It is impossible to associate w i th h im a bad speech. When 
he is on his feet, there speaks an author i ty , w i th the facts at his finger
tips, whose strident tones wou ld resound to good effect both in the Bul l 
R ing and in the Mother o f Parl iaments. 

J. G. E V A N S brings to the Society archi-episcopal digni ty and true-
blue convic t ion. His majestic figure looming over the table strikes awe 
into his opponents. A stage-bred command of gesture and a beautiful ly 
modulated voice are useful capi tal . 

M . P A R S L E W is a conscientious speaker, who may reap a very 
successful harvest next year. That it may be the earlier gathered, let him 
fearlessly project a l i t t le more o f the sparkle and verve o f his private life 
in to the soul of debate. 

B. J. C O L E M A N is an al l- too-late comer to the Society. He has 
defended He l l , democracy and eccentricity w i th enthusiasm, wi t and 
learning. 

G. G . N E Y is very sincere and unspoi l t by the wicked wiles o f 
debaters. 

J, D . R U D K I N ' S speeches tend to possess the logic o f a maze—get 
there in the end. Nevertheless, they are as agreeable as a Tipperary-
fairy, and must cont inue. 

Eighteen other gentlemen have spoken dur ing the year. We hope 
to hear more o f them. 

A t the Ex-Secretaries' Debate, the Society was honoured by speeches 
f rom J. Got tschalk, Esq., R . C . Perkins, Esq., P. A . Gardner, Esq., 
J. E. Trevis, Esq., B. W. Tanner, Esq., G . W. Peters, Esq., K. J. Werr ing, 
Esq., P. S. Trevis. Esq., A . J. T ro t t , Esq. 

C . C . F . 

Somewhat depleted at the t ime o f wr i t ing 
by the calls o f the N .U .J .M .B . examiners, the 
C.C.F. , nevertheless, continues preparations for 
the two main events in its calendar, the Annua l 
Inspection and Camps. For the latter, the 
Naval Section w i l l serve aboard H . M . Ship 

Glory, whi le the A rmy and Basic Sections wi l l pay another visit to 
Cast lemorton. Mae Wests w i l l be the order o f the day for the R.A.F. 
Section when it invades the provincia o f the Senior Service w i th a week at 
Thorney Island, near Por tsmouth. 

I t is rel iably stated that t ra in ing in the Naval Section has been varied 
and interesting. Now that work on the cutter, inc luding the instal lat ion 
o f a bi lge-pump, has been completed, boat -pu l l ing takes place at 
Brookvale Park each Fr iday. A very successful Field Day was held on 
the Severn at Tewkesbury, where a flotilla o f skiffs and sail ing dinghies 
terrorised al l other river traffic. Fo l low ing in the wash o f P/O Fuery, 
three of the Section's A.B.s, Coombes, Midgeley and H i l l have obtained 
cadetships at Da r tmou th , a very creditable achievement. Another four 
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ratings have been accepted by the R.N.V .R. for t ra in ing under the 
schools and Universit ies scheme. 

As results were disappoint ing in the Cert. A . , Part 2 exams., much 
more practical work has been done of late in the A rmy Section, and a 
Field Day was spent on the Clent H i l l s making sure that cadets wou ld 
pass on their next attempt. A successful N.C.O. 's cadre has been held, 
enabling cadets to gain experience of responsibil i ty before p romot ion . 

I n spite o f congestion w i t h scouting activit ies, Basic Section t ra in ing 
has cont inued over the wel l -worn batt lef ield o f Park Vale, and the results 
o f the Part 1 examinat ion were excellent. Af ter this term's Field Day in 
Hagley Park, B Company received valuable in fo rmat ion about tactics in a 
short lecture by Ma jo r Podesta, O.E. 

As i t was discovered that anyone seating himself in the A i r Section's 
L ink Trainer and touching the controls received a severe electric shock, 
L ink t ra in ing has not taken place this te rm. The problem of occupying 
the Advanced cadets for whom there are no vacancies as N.C.O.s was 
part ly solved by j o i n t Signals and Royal Engineers courses w i th the A rmy 
Section. 

O f the twenty odd (sic) cadets who took the Proficiency Exam. , 
there were only two failures, and equally good results are expected this 
term f rom No . 2 Fl ight , who , returning unscathed (al l but one) f r om their 
sojourn w i t h the A rmy Section to the t ranqui l i ty o f the Lecture room are 
now studying for the Advanced Exam. 

Field Days were spent visi t ing R.A.F. , Ternh i l l and R.N.A.S. , 
Bramcote, both o f which provided flying in Ansons. A l t hough flying 
time has been cut by the A i r M in is t ry and there are fewer vacancies on 
Gl id ing Tra in ing Courses, F ly ing Scholarships cont inue to be awarded 
frequently to members o f the Section. 

The Section Shoot ing Team entered the 63 group Championships at 
Sealand in Ap r i l , and were runners-up. 

A t the end of another year o f splendid achievements, the C.C.F. 's 
warmest thanks go out to Ma jo r Mathews and al l his staff for a l l the 
hard wo rk that the organisation and smooth runn ing of the Corps entails. 

T H E SCOUT G R O U P 

Du r i ng the Lent and Summer terms, the 
activities o f the Scout G roup have fo l lowed their 
normal , progressive course. Camping, always 
our most impor tant activity at this t ime o f year, 
has occupied the t ime and energy o f the whole 
G roup . Du r i ng the Easter holidays troops 
held camps on three new sites: V ik ings at 
Hagley, New T roop at Dowles Manor , near 

Bewdley, M i t r e and Park Vale at St rat ford. 
F r om the beginning o f the Summer term, t roop week-end camps 

have been held regularly for the t ra in ing o f recruits for Summer camps. 
The G roup now possesses enough hike tents for troops to ho ld l ight-
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weight week-end camps. This innovat ion has already proved a success, 
a l though several recruits, attending their first camps, have found that to 
avoid a soaking, cautious movement is necessary in small tents in wet 
weather—experientia ciocet. 

After some dif f iculty and uncertainty, Summer camp sites have 
finally been settled. New T roop and Park Vale are to camp in the Tal-y-
l l yn Valley, near Cader Idr is , M i t r e and Vik ings at Aberayron , Card igan
shire, and the Seniors in northern Scotland. 

T roop programmes cont inue as usual. The Juniors progress along 
the normal lines, steady t ra in ing mixed up w i th a l i t t le fun and games, 
while the Seniors are cont inual ly reported to be work ing off surplus 
energy by c l imbing trees at great speed, by dangl ing f rom ropes and by 
t ramping through the countryside at the dead of night. The Rover 
Crew is steadily swell ing its ranks w i t h Scouts stil l at school and it has a 
comprehensive programme of meetings and good deeds planned for the 
remainder o f the year. 

Outside school our activities have been numerous. We contr ibuted 
an i tem to a Div is ional Gang Show, a considerable amount o f work was 
done in " bob-a- job " week and at Alvechurch bridges have been bui l t , 
trees felled and undergrowth cleared in the construct ion of a picnic ground. 
Recently we have gained cups for the Tra f fo rd Wil ley compet i t ion, the 
j un io r section of the Div is ion First A i d compet i t ion and the senior section 
of the Div is ional Sports. Only the Annua l Scout Ral ly at Handsworth 
Park now remains before the end of term. The G roup Commit tee is 
preparing a side-show, an action for wh ich we are all grateful , and the 
whole G roup is to take part in the March Past at which Brigadier Sir 
John Hun t wi l l take the salute. 

Here may we take the oppor tun i ty to extend a warm welcome to 
M r . Kent who has taken charge of Park Vale and to Mr . Dodds who has 
jo ined us as Senior Scoutmaster. We all hope they wi l l be happy wi th us. 

We are all most grateful for the unfai l ing help and enthusiasm of 
Dr . Mayor and our Scouters. Final ly, may we say how very much we 
appreciate the constant interest of the Chief Master, and his generous 
part ic ipat ion in our activit ies. 

J .H.W. 

C . A . C . T . M . CONFERENCES , EASTER , 1954 

The Central Advisory Counc i l for the Tra in ing for the Min is t ry held 
a series o f three-day residential conferences dur ing the period Ap r i l 6 t h— 
12th, two at Jesus College, Ox fo rd , and one at Queen's College, 
B i rmingham. Two Edwardians were present at each o f the Oxford 
Conferences and one at the B i rmingham one. The purpose o f the 
conferences was to show the nature o f the Church's work and the ways 
in which those who felt they were called to serve God could help the 
Church, al though not necessarily in the Min is t ry . 

The pattern o f each conference was the same—lectures by outside 
speakers, discussion groups, and question times. There was Holy 
Commun ion in the college chapels each morn ing and either Evensong, 
Compl ine or Prayers at night. 
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The speakers included two Members o f Parl iament and the subjects 
covered included " The Parson's L i f e , " " The Layman's T a s k " and 
" The Church at Home and Overseas." The B i rmingham conference was 
visited by D r . Wi l son , Bishop o f B i rm ingham, and the first Ox fo rd one by 
the late Bishop of Ox fo rd , Dr . K i r k , and the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr . Fisher. 

I t was not intended that anyone should commi t himself to a decision 
about his vocat ion at the conferences. But al l came away w i t h a convict ion 
o f " a growing sense of c la im " and o f the fact that God lives in the hearts 
o f very many people to-day. 

M.J.R.C., J.R.S., J .L .G .L . 

F R A N C E , 1954 
This year it was decided that the French t r ip should once again be 

stationary, and a hotel near Av ignon was duly reserved fo r a week. 
M idn igh t on Monday , Ap r i l 5th, saw an unusual amount o f act ivi ty 

behind the Civic Centre, w i th cars ar r iv ing in a steady stream, shedding 
their occupants to board the coach for Newhaven. The party ate its way 
steadily to the coast, where we were met by the fami l iar face of M r . Leeds. 
Af ter a calm channel crossing the first few minutes o f the journey to Paris 
excited great interest, as the t ra in steamed down the main street o f 
Dieppe, and then through a gate on to its own track. Fo l low ing a coach 
t r ip around the sights o f Paris, a restaurant near the Gare de Lyon 
provided us w i t h out first taste o f French fare. Leaving Paris in the late 
evening, we journeyed through the night towards Av ignon , t ry ing to 
make the best o f the doub t fu l comfor t o f the French Th i r d Class. 
Boarding a coach, which was to be our only means o f transport for the 
next week, we soon arr ived at our hotel , wh ich was discovered to be 
adjacent to a monastery on the top of a h i l l . Prel iminary fears as to the 
effects o f the ascetic life were soon dispelled, and the monastic influence 
was v i r tual ly non-existent. 

Several coach tr ips to see the neighbour ing places o f interest had 
been arranged, the first o f these tak ing us to Av ignon on the Thursday 
morn ing to explore the town and Papal Palace. The fo l low ing afternoon 
the party visited Nimes, for the inspection o f several Roman remains, 
then the great aqueduct known as the Pont du Gard , and then Uzes, 
where we were received by the mayor and the local " col lege," who 
conducted us round the t own . W i t h girls in the school, several o f the 
party, who had hi therto taken l i t t le interest in foreign conversat ion, now 
produced dictionaries, and Uzes was soon dot ted w i th small groups, 
discussing—presumably—points o f grammar. 

Saturday's t r ip consisted o f a visit to the th i rd largest hydro-electr ic 
power scheme in the wor ld at Douzere-Mondragon, and thence to the 
Roman theatres at Orange and Vaison. 

On Monday the party was excited by the prospect o f a visit to the 
Mediterranean in the Rhone delta. Highl ights o f this t r ip included the 
rock format ions at Les Baux, the sight o f real, l ive cowboys on horseback, 
lizards crawl ing over the church roof , and a view, accorded only to the 
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privi leged few, o f a certain notor ious ind iv idual paddl ing in the sea. 
On the return journey, yet another Roman theatre was invaded by the 
party at Ar ies, and was found to be prepared for a bul l - f ight the fo l lowing 
week. 

M r . Leeds's numerous walk ing expeditions were interspersed 
between these t r ips, and were attended only by an energetic minor i ty , 
but, for those, M r . Leeds nearly always managed to find a place of 
refreshment. 

Laden wi th such trophies as seemed l ikely to evade the censure of 
the Custom's officers, the party made the re turn , on a similar pattern to the 
outward journey, reaching Bi rmingham at midn ight on Wednesday. 

For some, a short experience of communal life and a foreign country 
was nove l ; for al l enjoyable. We had tr ied strange food—and d r i nk— 
and not always found it to our l i k ing . We had experienced what a k indly 
reception English visitors can have in France. We had seen numerous 
Roman remains, each of which was enthusiastically claimed to be the 
only one of its k i nd in the wor ld . 

The great success o f the French t r ip is now customary, but this does 
not detract f r om the very hard wo rk which M r . Biggs accomplished both 
before and dur ing the t r ip . We are also sincerely grateful to Mrs . Biggs 
and Mr . Leeds for the part they played in the success o f the t r ip . 

R . J .NT . 

G E R M A N Y , 1954 
The party to Germany this Easter consisted o f fifteen boys, 

M r . Barlow and some relatives. We left Snow H i l l Stat ion punctual ly 
at 9-0 a.m., everyone in h igh spirits. The t ra in journey to the coast, 
via London , was uneventful , and to those of us who had already 
experienced the Channel crossing, came speculation upon what i t had 
in store for us on this occasion. Our forebodings were just i f ied for the 
voyage was far f r om smooth. 

However, w i th our feet once more on terra firma at Ostend, and 
w i th the prospect o f a pleasant t ra in journey across Belgium before us, 
the sea-crossing, w i th all its concomitant evils, was soon forgot ten. 

On arr iv ing at Aachen, we were relieved to find Herr Hemmler and 
his coach wai t ing to take us to our destinat ion, Manderscheid. Despite 
the darkness, we had fleeting glimpses of the badly war-scarred town ot 
Aachen as we passed through, in the early hours o f the morn ing . We 
arr ived at Manderscheid in the grey, misty l ight o f dawn, and stumbled 
weari ly into the Hote l Fischer for an inordinately early breakfast. As the 
hotel was rather fu l l , some of the party were al lotted rooms in the 
attractive, white-washed annexe nearby, and, on the advice o f M r . Bar low, 
proceeded to bed wi thout protest. 

I t took us very l i t t le t ime to settle down and become accustomed 
to the German way of l i fe, but at first we were somewhat slow to speak 
much German. The villagers must have thought that out vocabulary 
consisted solely o f Danke schon unt i l we were forced to speak in sentences 
when the question o f food was at stake. 
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In the afternoon on the day of our arr iva l , M r . Bar low arranged a 
short walk to show us some o f the glor ious scenery that surrounds 
Manderscheid. His fearsome, badge-bedecked walking-st ick stabbed out 
at interesting landmarks w i t h unerr ing accuracy, and we saw a great deal 
o f the neighbouring countryside. 

Li fe in Manderscheid takes a quiet and unhurr ied course; it was a 
common sight to see heavy bul lock carts moving leisurely along the main 
street, w i th noisy groups of hens fo l low ing in their wakes. The weather 
at this t ime was excellent, and apart f rom occasional showers, remained 
consistently fine throughout the hol iday. 

A t r i p to Bernkastel, a quaint o ld town on the river Mosel , taught us 
more about Germany and its people. We admired the vast vineyards 
that covered the mountainsides, some having such del ight fu l names as 
" K i ngdom o f Heaven. " Every available inch o f g round was occupied 
by tal l vine-sticks, sti l l await ing their leafy adornment, and look ing l ike 
huge forests. 

The fo l lowing day was spent in tour ing the large volcanic lakes o f 
the region and ended w i th a visit to a wine-cellar in Wi t t l i ch . 
Unfor tunate ly , M r . Barlow had lost most o f his voice, and in low tones 
translated the detailed descript ion of the wine-making processes given by 
the owner, to Mrs . Bar low, who in t u rn , val iantly relayed i t to us. 

The piece de resistance o f the tour was undoubtedly the t r ip to the 
great city o f Bonn. Here, all our presents, ranging f rom throwing-knives 
to bottles o f wine, were purchased, and we spent the remainder o f our t ime 
in a sightseeing tour o f the city. As a f inal th r i l l we drove around the 
celebrated N i i rbu rg r ing . 

But al l good things must come to an end, and it was w i th some 
regrets that we left Manderscheid urn Mitternacht. The long journey 
home was accomplished w i thou t mishap, and we disembarked happi ly 
at Dover, w i th the soothing thought that school began the next day. 

We extend our sincere thanks to M r . and Mrs . Bar low, who made 
the holiday the success it certainly was, and give them our best wishes for 
all future holidays that they may organise. 

P.J.D., G.S.K. 

T H E N O R F O L K B R O A D S 
Once more the members o f the R .N . Section spent a pleasant week 

cruising on the No r f o l k Broads. The fleet, manned by twenty-f ive 
officers and men, consisted of Belvedere, Belvoir I, Belvoir ll and Tantivy. 

The crews arrived at 5-0 p.m. and after a hurr ied tea prepared to 
leave the moorings at Way fo rd Bridge. But as there was only a faint 
breeze, the ships were towed and quanted to Barton Tu r f where everyone 
moored for the night. Af ter a visit to Thurne, we spent an excit ing t ime 
sailing on Horsey Mere, for the sun shone despite the strong w ind . 
A t Horsey the whole party walked across the fields to the sea, but it was 
soon t ime to return and set sail for H ick l ing . 

There were many sighs of relief when we were safely moored at 
H ick l ing because the channel had silted up and the larger ships, even the 
Flagship, frequently grounded in the middle o f the channel. The 
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fo l low ing morn ing we sailed for Acle but towards the evening the wind 
dropped and there was noth ing to do but start towing. This resulted in 
frantic races between the crews. Some towed madly f r om the bank, 
others used their dinghies as tugs, whi le others relied on that dangerous 
implement, the quant-pole. 

The sail ing dinghies again proved themselves invaluable and they 
were in use even before breakfast. I n an emergency they cou ld be used to 
tow a ship out o f danger or to pick up anyth ing that fel l overboard. 

We left Acle and sailed for Ludham Bridge, encountering the only 
rain which fel l dur ing the whole voyage. The next day, also the last, we 
visited Ranwor th and cl imbed the church tower to obtain a marvellous 
view that stretched to the hor izon. A l though the sails were reefed, when 
returning across Bar ton Broad, there were times when the decks were 
awash. So we soon reached our home port , Way fo rd , and began dis
cussing the happenings of the cruise. 

We extend our thanks to Tony La tham, a former member o f the 
Naval Section, who very k ind ly skippered Tantivy, and to an anonymous 
benefactor whose generosity provided many addi t ional luxuries. 

V .G .H . 
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P A G E A N T O F T H E PAST 

The fairies o f the Past are its occasion. 
Hung in the dawn flash, ripples on the crest o f rollers 
Ra inbow in concerted wide invasion. 

But the dark spume-laden t rough 
Goes fo rward unperceived: i t is enough 

Unseemly that the turgid-hearted rollers, 
Massed in a dark l ine, streaming in an even mot ion , 
Belabour more the fal ter ing and f lotsam 

W i t h an iceberg-bladed spear. 
We do not ca lm the w i n d : we wi l l not hear 

The w ind that steers us where the waves are mount ing , 
W i nd that in the dawn-dusk draws us in the half- l ight b l inded 
Draws us opt imist ic to be count ing, 

But peri lous on our way, 
The shimmer-t inted waterspouts o f spray. 

The fairies o f the present t ime and stat ion, 
Beaut i ful as p ink foam, fo i l for us against foreboding, 
Too misty, yet too clear for our conv ic t ion, 

We are dogged stil l to stalk. 
Lest there become a tremor in our walk . 

A n d , as a f ly that crosses on a membrane, 
Straining at a t ight pulse, burs t ing—in the overf lowing 
Blood drowns, we assume the riceless pain, 

A nd the slums on the dust-stormed lands, 
And the moronic ch i ld dragging f rom two th in hands. 

J .A .A 
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